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THE FOREST FIRE
T HE Toronto Starn of last Satur-day, containcd the miost graphic
portrayal ever prÎnted in Ontario of
-what a forcst fire reall>' is, how it
starts, what it feels like and looks
like, and how it makes bcadway. The
article was written b>' Mr. Sidney
Howard, who bas spent years in the
North as a student of f rontier con-
ditions in the bush. As rcprintcd on
this page it wiIl bie of exceptional in-
tcrcst to ail those wbo have an cye
to the welfarc of country life.

Set in a little hole in the forest, like
the bare spots on a carpet such as
xnoths make in the deep pile, are a
thousand little camps of the prospec-
tors, those nmen of nerve and childrcn
'of long chance. Surrounding, crowd-
,ed close on ever>' side, stand the long
:stems of the trees, those taîl, thin,
woody sprucc trees, with the dead dry
shadow-killed lower twigs and brant-
-cites, those taîl, ragged birch trees
witb their shreds of inflammable
white bark hanging to their trunks,
those mottled-trunked balsanis, with
thc dry green beards of moss dry as
tinder clinging to the underside of
their brushy branches. Close-packed
in the New Ontario forest the brant-
ches interlock. Winter and sumtmer
their shadow covers the ground, and
their tops show on the his like a
rumplcd carpet.

Fromn the depths of these trees men
look up to the sky for iight. They
'work like ants in the grass. B>' dint
ef co-operation and ant-like industry
men have cleared away littie spaces
in wbich to live and go about their
ant-like work of boring boles in the
ground. Ten tbousand of thcm there
are up there in the Porcupine, ten
thousand prospectors in a forest
which swallows theni up as though
the>' bad neyer existed. Trails the>'
have cut like seams and creases in the
great carpet of trees, narrow lane-
ways like footpaths in the wheat. And
sixteen miles from the steel ribbon
wbicb binds that country to civiliza-
tion, and on the shores of a wilder-
ness lake they bave bujît an imitation
of a town, crowding it rigbt into the
xnidst of the untamed wilderness. Not
one, but two, three, four beginnings
of populous centres have been made
in the midst of those close-standing
trees. The>' grow so fast those places
that the bouses stretch along the sides
of the tote rond into the deep shade
of the bush. Townsites are dlearcd,
but the suburbs extend on into the
iincleared forest, flrst as bouses, then
as cabins, shacks, and finaîlly tents.

Comes now the dryest spring in the
Snf thl. cntuntrv. Mav n)asses

any attention to it at the camp. Men
ai-e careless of sncb things in New
Ontario. Prospectors are smothered
with trees. The black flics make their
lives in summer a torment. They
have littie interest in preservîng the
bush that cumbers the land and the
moss bides the minerai exposure in
the rock. The fire creeps in a line,
spreads in a circle, wings out. In the
night the coolncss of the air con-'
denses, a wet vapor hangs amid the
trees, and the progress of the creeping
fire slackens. In the heat of the next
day it grows, and spreads the wings
of its crescent enclosing an ever-en-
larging area. Then somte time it
strikes a bot billside wbere the sun
pours down at a vertical angle, and
the trees are shriveling. Here the
rocks are already hot. Tbe ground
fire reaches the base of the bhl, and
begins creeping Up..

A draught commences, grows, in-
creases, and presently the fire is rush-
ing up the slope ab up a cbimney.
Tbe bark in tbe birches catches and
breaks into clear yellow flame. The
wind bears the burning shreds off and
huris them through the bush in ad-
vance of the fine of fire. The fire
lifts up off tbe ground. The tops
catch. The flames of a thousand
twigs and a million leaves join in one
sheet. The forest carpet breaks with
a great floor of flame. The smoke
rises black above the trees, and great
grey clouds of it spread away into the
sky. The wind roars to fced the comn-
bustion. The gases in the air take
fire and the flame roîls up into the
sky. Clear off the trees, brcaking out
of the doom blackncss of the smoke,
with the rush and the roar that noth-
ing in the puny power of men can
stay, the tempcst rolîs across the land,
travelling as quickly as a storm cloud,
and sending a torrent of burning'stars
in advance. Wbere tbey fail the
forest catches fire afresb and burning
awaits the rush of bolocaust. Noth-
ing of man can stay it. The land is
given to destruction until such time
as Cod sends the rain, or the path
of destruction is barred b>' lakes.

Wbat chance bave ants in the long
grass wben the match is put to the
brown witber? At the ends of long
trails tbrough the trees are little
cleared patches of an acre or se
wbere nmen bave sunk a sbaft into
tbe gold-bearing rock. In man>'
cases the clearings are smaller, and
in plenty of theni, prospectors are
tcnting out with no work of clearing
donc at ail.

How are these men faring? What
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