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Peach orchards of J. W. Smith and Sons at Winona, Ont. Business men who are Fruit Groning ai Niagara

LAST month there appeared in this journal an
article, entitled "Fruit Gyowing by City
Men," in which the writer stated that the
influx of city men into fruit growing was

revolutionizing the business in the way of scientific
production, and that as a consequence the fruit
farms are becomning larger. This is true only in a
Iimited sense.

'In the Niagara District, comprising that stretch
of country lying along the shores of Lake Ontario,
extending f rom Toronto to, the Niagara River, thefruit farms so far f rom becoming larger, are being
divided and sub-divided into, smaller and smaller
holdings ail the time. Twenty-five years ago the
average farmn in that part of the country was about
100 acres. To-day 25 acres is considered a largefarm, and there are numbers of farms of froin
3 to 10 acres, out of which their owners are making
a handsomne living for themselves and their families.

Such a condition of things is ideal, both for theProvince of Ontario and for the Dominion of Can-
ada. Nothing can be better for any nation than a
large community of prosperous small owners, prac-
tising intelligent intensive culture, so as ta get the
most out of the land, while at thie same time raisingfamilies under conditions most likely to produce
the hest class of sturdy and independent citizens.

Business principles have already been extensively
applied ta f ruit-growing in the Nia gara Beit, by
means of which bath indivai ingi Pidnn.>.,
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works of cultivation, spraying, varieties, and so on,some of which c-an be learned from books, but most
of which must be gradually acquired by practice
and experience.

The writer referred ta in the opening paragraph
also says that the farmer wilI not learn ta co-operate
becauise "this requires business experience andabulity." If lie is referring ta the man who raisesgrain as a main business and fruit as a side-line,lie may be correct. If lie is referring ta the fruit-
farmer as I know him, lie is wrong.

Within the last year or two, however, city menfroin Toronto, Pittsburg, and Hamilton, have goneinto fruit grawing propositions in the District upana considerable scale, and have farmed several coin-panies, the chief of which are The Niagara Fruit
and Land Co., mnanaged by T. B. Revett, of To-ronta, who have about 1,400 acres of orchards near
Niagara-on-the-Lake; The Bell Fruit Farms Co.,managed by T. D. J. Bell, of Grimsby, who haveabout 600 acres near Grimsby', and wýho have built
a large canning factory at Grimsby; and. The Jor-
dan Harbour Peach Ranch Co., managed by Mr.Dobson, of Hamilton, who have 1 50 acres of peaches
and cherries at Jordan Harbour, and who iast year
shipped peaches ta England with somte success.

All these ventures, however, are as yet in the"trying out" stage, and have been going too shorta time ta have praved successful or the reverse, norare they, with the exception of the first-named, Jar-
ger than several fruit farins successfuilly handled~for years by practical growers; as for instance, theextensive fruit farms and businesqes nf F, T)qB ý

poor-to-do and the dissatisfied and the unemployed.
This is very doubtful policy. In the first place, thepresumptîon i5 that a persan who does not do well
or is dissatisfîed in the town would'not do well inthe country. In the second place, the country doesnot need him. We may need more farmn labour, aswe need more of ail kinds of labour, but in the longrun this labour should ie~ produced mostly in thecountry and kept there by a profitable and attractive
rural life. The present back-to-the-farm cry is for
the mo st part unscientific and unsound as a cor-rective of social ilîs. The open country needs
more good farmers, whether they are country-bred
or city-bred; but it cannot-utilize or assimilate toany great extent the typical urban-minded man, andthe farm is not a refuge.

It seems that what is really needed is a back-to-the-village inovement. This should be more thana mere suburban developmnent. The latter enlarges
the boundaries of the city. It is perfectly feasible,however, ta establish manufacturing and other con-centrated enterprises in villages in many parts ofthe couintry. Persans connected with these entet-
prises could own small pieces of land, and by work-
ing these areas could add somewhat to their means
of support, and also satisfy their desire for a nature
connection. If the rural village, freed from urban
influences, could then become a real integrating
part of the open country surrounding it, aIl parties
oughit ta be hetter served, and the social conditions
of bath cities and country ought ta be i.mproved.
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