
il. According to the story a prominent agricul-iSt asked to lease the bed of the canal for pasture
Poses! Captain Tom named a rentai.
TPoo much," quoth the cattieman.
The figure quoted is reasonable," said Tom.
'lou forget," supplementecî the cattliman, '"that
ouid have to draw water for the cattie."

)P\ truc Chesterfieldian courtesy it wouid appearthat Mr. Speaker Sprouie bas sometbing yetearn from Mr. Speaker Hoyle, of the Ontarioisiature. Parliamient is very jealous of wbat it
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regards as its rîghts and privileges, and visitors tothe public gaileries are rigorously commanded toconduct thernselves with due decorum. Last Par-liament, it will bie remembered, an enthusiast in thegallery undertook to applaùd a particularly brilliantpassage in the anti-reciprocity speech of Hon. Clif-ford Sifton, and was promptly ejected. On anotheroccasion a party of visiting ladies and gentlemen,éarried away by the eloquence of Sir Wilfrid
Laurier, commenced clapping their hands, and, ona nod from the Speaker, the gallery was cleared.In Ontario, bowever, if the tale wbich has reached

the Capital be true, a much more elastic courtesyis displayed. The story goes that certain enthusiastic
single-taxers in the Speaker's Gallery of the Legis-lature undertook to applaud the utterances of Op-position Leader Rowell in support of their propa-ganda. Instead of ruthiessiy commanding theirejection, Mr. Speaker Sproule is reported to bavesolemnly addressed themi in soi-e sucb words asthese: "Applause from the galleries is prohibited.But we are glad'to have you with us, and hope youwill enjoy yourseives." Thus democracy growsapace! H. W. A.

Nikisch the Necromancipr) NLY a dcad man couid fail to realize thenecromiancy of Nikisch. Pven a (leaf man
could bave got some of it. The great
Gewandhaus conductor with the London'11phony Orchestr aa a creator of sensation wasobvious as Ty. Cobb making a home run with

Ugh1 men on bases to win the game.
f ever a conductor communed with tbe spiritsthe mighty musical dead-Beethoven, Wagner,:haikovski, Liszt, ail but one of whom he knew
be flesh-it was Nikisch. The man from Leipsicle visions and wove speils for the living by anr-pretation of great works, that amounted to
11,t creative omniscience.
il Thursday, April 25th, this great Br itish
lestra, with its incomparable Hungarian con-

ductor, played the flrst
engagement in Canada
-after a tour of more
than twenty perform-
ances in cîties of the
eastern and middle
States. The engage-
ment was followed by
a concert in Ottawa
and one in Montreal,
after which the unpre-
cedented aggregation
wound up its tour with
repeat concerte in New
York and'Boston.

The reason that
Arthur Nikisch and theen Symphony Orchestra made sncb a tre-OUS tour was that Nikisch , twenty years agoIctor of the Boston Symphony Orchestra, lias~Sion for Amnerica; and Warren P. Fales, aýL.hY music-lover of Providence, R.I., bas a pas-or Nikiscb-to the extent of paying a bundred

ind dollars or so deficit on the tour.
it didn't realiy matter who was5 responsibie.

B3Y AUGUSTUS BRIDLE
It was a matter of no colossal monment wbetlierNikisch h;u! the London Symphony or the BostonSymphony, or the Thomas Orchestra, or theGewandhaus Band, wbich he regnlarly condncts inLeipsic. The man at the desk was the main thing.The desk was a dummy; it beld no score. The manwas a musical Titan; in physique impressiveiy big,leonine black hair, lîly-white hands, huge cuifs;slowly stalking upon the stage-when bis men roseas tl'ough a king had come in. H-e bowed smile-lessly to thousands of people wbo for years hadbeen bearing of the world's greatest conductor,now seeing him for the first.
There have been great Amierican. orchestras inCanada. The Boston Symphony, as great as any,bas been bere; but it was conducted by a bumanýmetronome Gericke, just as now it is by an im-personal organism Fiedler. Thomas in bis day wasa great general of music, and bis Chicago Orchestrabas been a trail-blazer on to somewbere near thedizzy beigbts of Parnassus. Agreeable .andpopular Damrosch of the New York Symphony;Safonoif, the Russian, witbout a baton conducting

the New York Pbuiharmonic; Seidi, the dynamicforce of twenty years ago in New York; EmilPaul- Admitting that Thomas was the greatestof ail drillmasters and Seidl one of the most power-fui emfotional conductors-it must be conceded thatPaur, wbo was a music-student with Nikiscli inVienna,, bad now and then bis big episodes witbtbe Pîttsbnrg Orchestra, as Nikiscb' bas. ButNikisch epitomîzes Paur and is still Nikisch theincomparable. Some New York critics bave caliedtbis London Band that Nikiscli bas a "scratch band."rbere are provincials in New York. Nikisch knewiietter. Even at $1,000 a nigbt he would not conduct"'scratch" aggregation.
And witb this aliegedly impromptu orchestra the.cnîie Hungarian with the Beethovenian brows

an(i the smiieiess visage, got effects sucb as werenev' r :eard in America. His men played old pieces:1 scl:aikovski's "Patbetic" Symphony, Beethoven'sLeonora Overture No. 3, the Tannhauser overture,Liszt's Hungarian Rhapsody No. 1-ail as familiarto mnany music-loyers as an old song. The effectswere almost revelationally novel. Nikisch knowshis music in a sub-conscious way. The things liegot bis men to do were somehow got from theworld that they originally came from in the coinposer's mi, before he put a pen to a score.Nikisch used no score. He read the great piecesas though he were making them up as bie wentalong, and imparting to bis men each bis own par-ticular score fo 'r the first tinte. You were con-scions of no previous rehearsaîs. The men them-selves played-what time and again they bad playedbefore-as tbongh it was some new experience.
Under bis baton the oid tbings became new. Hewas himself a sudden, overwbelming and prodigiousfact. TI'e orchestra under him could bave played'Alexander's Ragtime Band" or "Wbistling Rufus"witb a discovery in every bar. One eminent Cana-dian conductor predicted that the triumph ofNikisch would be largely a matter of rhythm. Itwas rhythm-plus just about evervtbing else. Thereis no tecbnical basis by wbich to judge Niîisch.,He does not merely do. He supremely and superb-lyIs. Egotist as mncb as Wagner ever was; higliliver and profound musical thinker; a colossal in-terpreter of great works, equipped with a brainthat seizes intnitively what other men studylaboriously to get-be is no man te, be dissectedwith a knife or regarded through a microscope.

The tone field over whicb Nikiscb traveledl withbis orchestra ranged from the shuddering tonelesszephyr jnst born in the tips of the grass to, thescreaming tbunderstormn that rips the roofs f romthe Rockies. The colours ran througb ail tbespectral permutations -of the rainbow-oh, yes,
(Con tinued on page 26.)
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