
CA.NADIAN 'COURIER.

AN OPEN LETTER
TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE, WINSTON CHURCHILL

A Statement as to Canada's Position on the Navy Question I

I NOURABLE SIR,--At a tume when the Emxpire
le. passing Lhrough a period of stress and
sltruggle, it may be that yen will deem this

unfitting tume fer Canadians te discus thelr rela-
ns te the question of naval defence. It may lie
),t yen feel that ýC«nada s'hould net take any
-ther action Iu thîs respect until the war is aver.
thie la the feeling ef the Preier o! Great Britaîn,
Sir Edward Grey, of your naval advîsers and yaur-
If, thon the people of -Canada would ne doubt be
lling te meet your wishes, and refrain froni sncb
3cusslon. It wlll be necessary, hawever, for yon
intimate te the Canadian political leaders that

ch is the. case, or the discussion will proceed
iether yon wish ît or not. In the absence e! any
pressed wleh on the part of the British Gavern-
nit, -Canadiaus are preceeding with a discussion
this subjeot. IL ie geuerally uuderstood that the
werniuent o! the Right Honeurable Sir Robert
)rden lias the %natter under advisement. The Lon-
n correspondent of -the Moutreal "Gazette" has
nounced that Sir Richard MoBrlde bas been con-
Itlug wlth you and others lu Lauden as, t what
qps xnay lie advlsable at this tîme. This carres-
undent 8tatos that Sir Richard le ou bis way back
Canada with speclal information for the Canadian
)vernment sud intiniates, that upon snob Informa-
in the Borden Government wIll franie a new pollcy
be annonnced at the forthconiing session of Par-

Lmeut. If ýthis be trýue, then Canada niuet diseuse
e ituation even more tully aud freely.

D RF)OVER, Sir, Mar. Richard Jebb bad a letter
VI last week lu a London paper relterating bis

o!L-expressed vlew that Dominion navies are
1 essentiâl feature of the general naval policy af
ýe Emxpire. Ho -takes 'the Eniden Incident as the
isis of bis contention tbst Dominion navies may
e11 be relied upon ta protect the tirade routes, lu
Le southeru heniispbere partlcularly. Ho thinks
t the Sydney's vietory sud the general usefuluoss
His Majesty's Royal Australien Fleet have added

iy preofs that were uecossary te sustain the posi-
on or ýthase who bave opposed naval ceutralizatieu.
Wltbout golng fnrther Into bis argument, or witb-
at ranging oursolve.s ou bIs skie or on the ride o!
i. centralistu, oeemay point eut that Il Engli8hmen
ke Mar. Richard Jebli deaun it opportune te press
orne a naval argument at ýthie partieular Lime, thon
Canadian discussion caunot lie eut o! place or the

sue 111 cbosen. Mr. Jebl isl but an example, o!
aurse. Many of the London journals -have passed
Dnunents on thie exiploits ef the Australlan navy sud
ointed the moral. None e! tbeni. bewever, have
ecalled the historic words o! Premier Cook, uow ex-
rentier sud leader of the Qppaitlion, at the -tie
b.. Auetrallan fleet s.rrlved at Sydney, when lie said:

"The Australlan fleet le no less Âustralian lie-
cause it la HIe. Ma.jesty's aud ne Iess HlI. Majesty's
because lt is Australlan."
Tii. events of the at tbree inthe, have gîven

the naval experiences of three inonths, teacli you that
your advIce would be stili the sa&me, Canada should
know It. If you and your advlsers find yeur opinions
modifled by recent events, then Canada sbeuld be
so advlsed. This question must be set<tled sonie day
and the sooner it tgs ettled permanently the better.

Shouid yen choose to say nothlng -at the present
time tiien Canadians must continue theïr discussion
along the Unes of yeur communication of two years
ago. A session of the Canadian Parliament le ap-
proaching and a! ter that cornes a general eleotian.
Witb the best Iniperlal jutent, neither party can
Ignore the naval question. If the Conservative party
sbould continue to advocate their previous Dread-
nouglit pollcy, they wlll wIn with It, but they wIli
not unft. ail the People of Canada behind that pollcy.
No Iniperial. policy can be succeeful or permanent
unless both politicai parties ln thls country support
It ln princIple at le.ast.

Therefore, Sir, on yoen depeuds much of thie future
good r'elationis between the British naval depart-
ment, over whIch you preside, and the people o!
Canada as a wbele.

Without tae mucli presumýptIen, the suggestion la
made that you advise the two political parties lu

[0
the North Sea. It Is tee e-ariy yet 'to say whet
you were right or wrong. No doubt, you thought
were right and acted according ta your consciE
and your best judgmeut. But have the events of
past three, months led yeu te change your mi
Even if you are stili of the sanie opinion, wou<
be the part of wisdom that yeu sbould advise a c
promise for Canada whicb both parties ci

spport?

CANADA and Australla and New Zealaud and
anialler Dominions are dolugr their best ta
the people e! Great Britain ln thîe ýusIt

terrible war. Each one is givting freely of iLs ~b
and treasure and will give and give until ail Is
hausted. There Is no sacrifice whicb the Ein
can demaud which these Dominions will not in
Under these circunistalices does IL net lie in
work of the Imperial autborities ta see that the
point In dispute 'in Imperial inatters le Tem(
from the arena e! party politce.

There la a verse of Ripiing's wblcb l5k a pr
suitable fer the present moment. Ho supplie
thug:

"Teacli us ta lookl n aIl our ends,
On Tbee for Judge, and net aur frieuds;
l'bat we, with Tbee, may walk uncowed
By fear or favour of the crowd."

Canada looks ta you La say wbat la rIgbt wbe
it is papular or not. You, as an Imperial statesi
should.know neither political party ln Canada.
decisian sbould bo given for Canada, net for
portion of It. Wha<tever yen say, Canada will
whether It ho Dreadnoughts, cruisers, submnal
or merely coast defences. If your judgment la se
aud If It represen<ts the united feelings and bE
of the Briti<sb Goverument and the naval advlse
Hie Majesty, Canada wJIl be pleased and the ft
wIll be smeooth and eatisfaetory. You have
cailed ta higli office, and as His Majesty',% oser(
of state, for the navy, you-r advlee muet ie ti
But thaît advlce should, If Possible, lie givien t
Canada and not te one party. It should be 9
ta unite political differences, net te create ther

Will yen pardon the pressuiptiou ln tlie
letter? There le no sIilter and not even a par
motive lu wrlting lt. The political difference
the navy question should lie elimluated fer the
o! Canada and for the benefit o! Brltannic u
You are the partIcular one of Hie Majesty's adv
wbe can remove these political dîfferOuces 1
word.

Believe mie, Sir,


