
;j~ EFETIONS
BY STAFF WRITERS.

A RATHER good story is being told in the Clubsai Toronto about two gentlemen wlio were eacli
mare or less closely conuected with reputed combines.
The yeat 1906 revealed mare on this subject than auy

OUR FUNNY, previaus yer

SELV~E S A publisher ai school books had
a hause buîlt and ini it lie had

considetable plumnbing doue by a well-known firm.
Just about the time wlieu it was necessary ta pay for
the wark, the investigation into the plumbers' combine
occurred. The publisher natutaily doubteci whetlier it
would be wise ta pay the bil witliaut a pratest. HIe

thouglit it anly fair ta, hiniseli ta point out that the
plumber was under suspicion and that belote the bull was
paid there would need to be an investigation. The

plumber bore it patiently and thus the matter staod for
a long time. Then came the Text-book Commission and
an investigation unta tlie publishing business-tie im-

properly called "School-book Ring." There were somne

disclosures which, if they did not show a combine, gave

reason for believing that there was an understanduug
which was almnost as effectuai. The plumber thouglit
that this would be a good time ta agaun tender his bill.

He did sa. It was, paid promptly and wîtliout a demuîr.

ALL good citizens who desîre better polîtical con-
dfitions lu tliis country should taise a cry against

patronage comumittees and patronage evils. It is this
question af patronage which makes out politîcal lii e

lower than that ai Great Britain.
PATRONAGE It is tlie preseut method oi ap-
14V L Spaîntmnent ta civil service positions

whîch breeds partizans, ward-heelets, bailot-switchers and

crowds ai hungry office-seekers. ,Take thc patronage ont

ai the hands ai members ai legislatute -and. parliamient

and awav fr.om ýcabiiet'ministers and thée will be better
legsltucsand a better Hanse of Conunons.

At the present timne, if a shetifi or postmaster or any

othet kind ai civil servant is to be. appointedl, the

patronage cammittce meets together, and makes a te-

comendtio tathe miembers. lu other words, a hall

dazen party workers dhoose a Party wotkcr ta fi11 a po-

ition for which lie lias no qualifications. The memiber

iïs worried ta, death wîth applicants of ail kinds, pressing

upan hlm theit claims-not their qualifications. The

grandiathers, uncles, cousins and other male relatives

are urged ta sec thc memnber and worry hlm- into taking

notice. The member's timne i8 thus taken np withi inter-

views which are mnostly nseless aud which prevent giving

attention ta the duties ai his position.
The practice is rotten, if anc mnay be permitted

to use the word. It fills the civil services with unsuit-

able men ; it degrades the miembets who distribute the

offices ; it detracte from the importance and nobility ai

publie service ; it leads ta a distorted view ai the pur-

poses ai the voting power. It is maintained by low

grade politicians who would be estirmated at their proper

worth, if the public were irce ta judge themi as they

should be judgcd. It fils our legislatures with men wha

have no idea of dignity or decency ai language or argu-

ment, who are continuaily harping on qluestionIs ai sliglit

importance and wba have ncither the sense or the ability

ta apply themselves to t"e work for which they were
elected.

Civil service reform and the abolition of patronage
coimittees is the crying need of to-day.

HrERE seemis to, be a dearth af men willing ta serve

Ras town concillors in some of the Ontario towns.
When the yearly nominations are held, they dlose with-
out sufficient candidates. In the town of Renfrew this

T 0 W lias happened two, years in suc-
T OUWNIL cession. In another town it las

COUNCILS ocurred lu each of the last seven

years. Another nomination is required, and new candi-

dates must be iuduced ta corne out. The work of the

council is thus delayed several weeks.
In the towu of Milton, they have a meeting af rate-

payers befare nomination day and a committee is ap-

pointed ta see that sufficient and praper candidates are

noniinated. Thle consent af each is obtained, af course,

belote being put iu nomination. The plan is one worthy

of earuest consideratian in towns where goad men neglect

or refuse ta take office.
That there should be a dearth ai publîc-xniiided citi-

zens is probably due ta the fact that good men hate the

personal canvass. They would soaner be cousidered ta

be lacking in public zeal than be founid buttanhaliflg their

ielaow-citizens and askmng them for votes. if the pub-

lic would miake it kuawn that they wiil vote for the best

man independent ai any canvass, better men mniglit offer

themselves. But, aiter ail, this 18 almost taa much, ta

expect ai us. John SiÎth asks us for a vote. We

kuow he daes not deserve it, yet we hate ta refuse hîm

because it might hurt his feelings. Hence we wealy

promise. It 18 not very creditable but it is human

nature. Fortunatly' ail the voters are not so, weak as
sanie of us.F ROM the Maritime Provinces~ there is a steadyý mi-IF gration ai girls ta, the United States. 'the streamf

of ambitions yaung i front the Provinces by the Sea

naw rus toward Western Canada, but the 'ambitious
yaung women still go ta the

THE MAIDS States by the liundred. Suci 'is
WB LOSU the lamnent af the St. John

(«Globe" and other jaunuals. They conclude that if the
young meni go away, the girls must go to; atlierwise,

how are tliey ta find mates ?
Speaking ta a Nova Scotia audience severai years

ago, I advocated a policy of keeping the young men at
home. I didn't think then af the argument, that' it
would also keep the yaung wonicn at home. I advo-
cated the faundîng ai Canadian .clubs, and the spreading
of the sentiment that young men have no riglit ta leave
the country that gives the= a birth-right and an educa-
tian. The Canadian club movement in Toronto in' 1896
was based partly on a desire ta kil the old feeling that
the smnartest young man inl the cammunity was lie who
went ta the States. There were smnart young men
staying at home, and we wantcd ta increase aur nuni-
bers. Perhaps it was egotistic and selfish, but it aided
in strengthening the national feeling.

reo; forty years, the Maritime Provinces have sat
back and gruxnbled. In' that period they have lost-
whatP About hall a million ai the flnest young meni


