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and-the tiny life that wu mre day te
b..- man. And then uddenly a sob
brote ,aoo the. aughter. and Blake,
looking up qu ely., a"rrdda.w£Veocf
t.i*daoeou. hea .ddedeyes.

ne a,aightened -hunsehf to attention.
'5Youa re thinking -if hi@ father oould

playno with hirn?" hleaked gentiy.
Wlu"nlanoddâc. "-And nse itmai

caenie" -mii. id -aplogeticaly. "There
la such fooliahnesa in worna. Next
wekhwili core. On Tuoay we wiiI

10 u theo town tc meet -hin-the
%Chu d 1d . WiIi we flot, 0 SrnmI

The. tom werm dried on tihe pink
frock -as. aie heid lier cid agaînat her

tgàit ii"1aeohouId not.corne?" Blake
demnibdodbrutaliy.

8h. looked, at hirn quiokIy. .'That
wilbe ayeàr that he19gone,'ahe said.
"Re wculd net atay longer th a.ayear"p

"But if h. uhculd?" peraàated Bl1ake.
Winunla bout lier, face -again against

the. baby and thero.was silence in the
litti. rrn.

Thon ah. ifted her eyes te Blake,
and the aavage.o eoin them and blazed
at-hir.

"Ycu are*an evil 'mai!" she quiv-
ered., "ýYou wake sadnew* ini us-the
child andrne-and you are glat!"

Andi thon lier eyoa eoftened..
d'Ah, ne, ah, ne,"'ah. niîd crooningly.

as if ah. corforted *the -cbld. "«It is
only that h. thinke foishly. this friend
of thy father, Small One!"

Andà Blake amilod reassuringiy. "«Ho
wilI cerne," h. aaid gentiy-and has
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heurt wua hot against tuis friend of hlIS. I
And tuat niglit a letter wernt out to

thse Hon. Fred.
"tgAt least," thouglit Blake. as be sealed

iwith a mighty thump of a heavy
fist, "ho shaI know what decent men
think cf him."1

On Tuesday Winunla and the child
and old AsaWunta went across the riveri
te the tewn.

On Tuesday the town was gay with
blankets and wîth grim, bronze faces.

"For tbough she forgot lier peepie
and beiieved foolishiy in a white man,
it is net good that lier people forget 1
lier wben there is trouble upon her," j
said oid Ookiye, the chief. 'After the i
gop bck wxt lir rose ndthe ive, andi
hoe bcornes for ro ndthenrivewand
she sha b. one with us-her peplo."
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And, Wmunla regd'their hearte.,
And she heid lier heàad very high-

higher than she hati held it whenfromn
air the mnaidens Qf lier tribe thse Hom>.
Fred liati cloSn er. But there was in
lier eyes a plea that made Blake oen ch
bie liands fiercely. and the dee otor clear
hie throat savagely. Se they waiteci
until the train <110w up at t .he station.

She made a pretty picture, Winunla,
as she stooti in the station door. The
gaily stripeti blanket liad siipped back
from the dusky oval of lier face, and fthc
gorgeous abandon of ite looeeod folds
fell about lier'like a frame. High up
against her face slie lelti the muh
swatbed baby in lier strong young arrns,
and a sudden reverence grew in the
hearté 'of those wlie saw lier. Se that
wlienever tliereafter they looked at a
picture of the Holy Motlierliood. they
saw agaîn this Madonna of the plains.

But whas ei as saymng in the baby's
ear was only, "You wiIl know him,

DerOne. Big and strong sud full of
Iaughter. Andi bise eyes-hiseeyes are
so blue-not xWy like mine and thine,
poor Little Owl!'

The train made but an unappreciable
stop at tlie station, but today it Beemned a
long, long time before ite four passengers
steppeti frorn it-a couple of commercial
travelers, a priest, and a gaunt-,woman
Aith a'mission. Thoni there was tlie ciank
and jar of moving' wheels and a low moan
in the baby's ear as Winunla tu-ned back
to tihe gloorny waiting room. Withôut,
her friends stooti awkwardly waiting until
sorne one shouid feel an inspiration to
coinfort lier.

It Was thon, as the last car iurched
>ast the platform, that the Hon. Fred,
gripladen sud radiant, sprang from'it.

me very blue eyes took-in the wait-
ing groupe, thse doctor and the mission-
ary, thse blue. coats from. -tise, fort-
the friends-the motionlem s blanketed
rLures-Iis people. A- delighted sur-
prise ran acrose sace before liegreet-
et them exub.erantiy. "Upon my soul,
%l of you here! How did -you *know
was coming today?"
Ho was shaking banda furiously, wring-

àg thse missionary's fingers crùelly.
lapping old Ookiye raptorously on

fie back. And beyond tliem. hie eyes
levoured. the great, gooti solitude of the
?rainies, the arid, yawning spaces that a
nan's homesick: heart fille sud vivifies
witis ionging.
"A year away frorn it ail-just aiar! But now V've got thse stringa all

ed. I'm home te stay!"
He shook hands ail over again and hie
ig personality radiated delight.
"The girl doesn't happen te bc in

,wn, doca she?" ho asked.
Andi then hoe saw her wbere ase iad

unie again to tise station door-saw
er waiting, radiant andi proud, and
itis a bundie that stirreti in hier arme.

The group of Winunla's frienda znoved
screetiy away. For thse Hon. Fred,
ead of an ancient Engiss lino, hati
orme into hie own again, and there
re joya in life whicis it is mot even for
man 's frienda to look upon.

But as lie rode back to the Fort that
afternoon, Blake reînedj up at the littie
bouse where' the Hon. Fred and his wîfe
sat in the waning iight and looked into
cacis other's eyes. They sprang up to
greet hirn.

"Corne in,. old chap, corne inl" theEnglishman shouted. And against Biake's
(h'cliiling ho set tfe irvileged pro-t estations of a returned wanderer. "Oh,
corne in, man! Think of al Uve got
f0 telil you-I who have spont a, year
within tlic bor(icrs of civilization! 1
wlto have worn starcheti collars andi
malle after dinne0r speeches to rny rother's
tenants't 1I who have been boreti ex-
ceediIlgly antiarn homo! Think how long
it is silie Xou have listencd to my voice
- and 1 did îlot. w~rite, that it mighit
be thle li<:sater inI your cars. W inii
feis l'le t lia t sîîv ast and oniy letter

diiiîlotreaciio. Corne in!''
Butt lkke stîîck bis thick cavalry

boitiejd ini the st irrup.
',Nolt, n li*e saîi, "'I oniy stopped

t o warn yoî. Xou vvili get a letter in a
o ikor tso- it s thle kini of a letton th*at

io ji(wer on carth wvouId lose. You will
gîi a hEl:îk fîtol letter that at first you

wiîî uîllenu:.d Andl ihen you do>-
NUIWili i N(iildo 1 shall ho at t he Foîrt

ltLI 1 ()ii bo ii r~ked Kii all riglit.
V~ îî? I î-,a niwv brecîl of rattie 1

brîîll loN rr lit 1111i town
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