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Shadowing Sheila JIiîIwmîanîmut

Writtenl for nhe Western Home Monthly By Edith G. BayneEL ARTEY drew further backIlinto the shadows and en-
Ildeavored to flatten himiself

E n againat the atone o g where
it formed a kind of short

fiying buttresa on the gade aide of the
house. He waa early, for jua as lie bad
accomplished this feat of squeezing has
stalwart form into a very unaatiafactory
niche a clock somewhere near at hand
boomed nine. Tbereafter for a time he
looked out at intervals upon the approacl
of footsteps or at any unt'ow;ard sound

-but the real object of bis expeçtations
failed to appear.

He pulled bis cap dloser over bis eyes.
Then he consulted bis luminous-faced
watch. Quarter paat nine.

* "Almnot an y Urne now!" he muttered.
Three people bad left the bouse in tbis

nerod, ail by way of the servants, entrance
Two wer evidently the cook anda
bousernaid going to a party to jude
from their attire. The other was te
butier, farniliar enougli to McCartne
even in tbe velvet gloom, leavingwith
leisurely calm for an evening stroil bis

.aliglit and bis banda iibis pockets.i
ý'e psychological moment for Misa
Sheilas advent wus at band. I

McCartney stepped out and viewed1
the windows of the old mansion. Tbey
were al dark. He asat a searcbing dlance
over tbe moonlit driveway that swept1
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previous occasions ahe may bave thought
it Lest to allow sme daya to elapse efore
making a third attempt. By George, »Ut
she bad lots of nervel And sueli a

î sender little creature, too. And ber
eyulThe.ter the eyes of a "it
into a deeply rellective* mood hem.
Presently lie fetched a sigli ponderous
and tihged with despair anâ altogethe
a tbing at variance with the stern, selI.
imposed task that was bis, naniely, the
tracking down of a clever crimmnal.

Everytbing cornes to birn wbo wait--
if only lie bas patience to wait long enoub
At a qatr past ten sbe ghided lk
silver sbdow intob isken andhe stat
up broad awake, lie bad been dozing a
Iittle, and held bis breath wbile ah.
passed witbin four feet of him. Then,
very warily lie followed ber-ber and hée
leather bag.

She sirted some bushes, crossed the
driveway and mounted the terraoe and
the steps. He gumshoed bis way aloag
the edge of the verandali, crouched behina
a big atone lion and waited wbile ah.
inserted a key skeleton of course h.
said to bimsek, to the great cor
She disappeared and lie darted up the
steps and tried the lock. It yieldedl
(Last niglit she hadn't achieved entranse).
It was a simple matter to insinuate
filmself tbrough a nine-incli opening and
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away in a long curve toward the acacias
and the big stone lodge gates. He kept
an eagle eye on the shadow-dotted lawn
and the edge of the shrubbery. There
was a littie spinney beyond and next to
that a deep gr"n mass'that looked like a
series of cedtar hedges and it was this
that puzzled McCartney rnost. He
watelîed it suspiciousiy. It was too low
for a wood and too high for a shrubhery
and it w'asn't a garden for that wassin
plain view, just heyond the conservatories.

Last night, for exanîple, howv had she
gotten in? Not Lv way of the lodge
gates for he had been coneealed there
behind a rhododendron, and had only
sprung up when he had heard ber light
step oit the gravel nt the piazza. And
f rom his varied reading and bis ob-
servation he knew that the-true English-
mîan's grounds are always fenoed in and
generally irnpregnablv so. These, for
instance, were bounded by a high stone
Nvall. Nothing more insular could well
Le imagined. McCartney had always
thougbt it a splendid idea to have one's
home and lawn and flower-bcds ail to
onieseif and protected from the ravages
of the neighbors& chldreni and dogs, but
ini the amateur sleuth gaie this Custoîni
presents drawbacks. lie Lad a pair of
skinned knuckIes andi a near-sprain in the
aîîklc fromn having gained acccs-s soniewlbat.

asJean Valjean gaiflc(l the convelit
-rrounds wvhen the inspector wva. but a few
vards beind. lit cCrtevsease,
lowvever, t bere Nvas oilv thbe rouncîsntain

or "hobby\"'' b evade.
Perhap{ SlîIeila had beeoiiie apprebiei-

sive. Bold az she had bevî iio t he two

to close tbe door as noiselessly as it bad
opened. He stood a moment in the
bushed darkness of the big vestibule,
listening.

He could bear a sligbt dlick-clicking as
of littie heels on hardwood floors. Then
be caugbt a duil beain of ligbt. He en-
tered tbe hall. The ight camne frorn a
room beyorfd. His feet encountered fur
rugs and lie discovered a great newel-
post at the bottorn of a broad fligbt of
stairs that curved upward out of siglit.
A shaft of moonlight poured down froin
a leaded-glass window on the stairway
and made a pool of rich light at bis feet.
and by the aid of this and bis outspread
hands he rnanaged to avoid severa. tan
chairs, a pedestal surinounted by a
winged victory and a number of objets
d' art whieh otlîerwise he would have
tripped over. As it was he knocked
against a squat Lrass coal basket and a
pair of andirons and drew hastily back
against the portieres .until assured tbat
the other occupant of the mansion Led
not heard.

'She wa-s nmoving about quietly but
busilv in t he adjacent roorn, which, by
creepinz carefully up to the partly-open
'(loor, lic ascertained to Le a library.
$lie hti sw itelied on a -ail light and
w-as k-neelinsr before a safe in the oak
panellbng putting out papers and placing
thern in the big grip -,which lay open
beside bier. A jade vase, a cloissone jar,
aî marhIe Venus and a 'couple of srnl
f ranied oil anig were grouped on the
rug beside ihe grip. Then McCartnev
tbrouglî the crqck of the door caught the
glearn-of ex: Miss Raffles was holding
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