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usefui to me as you, Mr. Varens," re-
plied tbe lady, briefiy, and then pro-
ceeded at onçe te the business of the
occasion, teiiing bier story cieariy and
concisely, and finisbing by. iaying the
vill, the certificate, and tbe picture be-
fore the iawyen.

He examined ail with the utmost at-
tention,' paced a few times up and
down tbe room with the restless, feine
motion of a cat suspecting tbe near
Nvicinity of a mouse, tben sat down
again to say:

"It cari be done, Miss Foijýambe.
There is vcny littie doubt that it can
be donc; but bow soon or bow satis-
factoriiy I cannot yet say. Shall I take
these proofs away with me? and w111

you be soe good as to wait patiently
until you hear from me before
attempting any action on your own
part ?"

"You mean I made a mess of it by
advertising for Bunker, and neariy ai-
lowing him to escape before you could
catch him?" said Miss Foîjambe,
coolly. "Well, 1 won't do so this time.
Take your own way about it, oniy suc-
ceed. »

To this injunction Mr. Varens only
replied by a bow that migbt mean any-
tbîng, evrytbing, or nothing, and re-
niarked that it was a very coid nigbt.

Miss Foljgmbe rang the beil for re-
fresbments, including some of a spirit-
uous nature, and for the chaperone.
She iked people wbo did much and
tallced little, and treated bier detective
ail the better that lie made no prom-
ises.

Ten days passed away. Bruce bac
finished repairing the card-tabie; anc
Miss Fojambe was stiii vainly racking
bier mind for something to bide in the
secret drawer - ýsometbing wbict
sbouid startle and interest some future
exporer as much as bier discovery bac
bier, wben Mr. Varens wrote a vague
little note to say that bie slîould pre-
sent imseif at Miss Foijambe's tbai
cveniflg.

"Well t" exclai med that young lad:
as the little dry old mari ertered hei
drawing-room. Mr. Varen's look o
niild astonishment gently rebuked thii
impatience, and hie replied:

"Very well, thank you, Miss Fol
jambe. 1 hope you are well."

"I meant to intiuire wbat you, bavi
to teli t" persisted Miss FoIjambe
stundily.

But not until bis own time, and onl
in bis own fashion, did Mn. Varens im
part bis intelligence. Then it was t
tbis effect:

Jonas Bascombe, an eccentric oli
bachelor, reputed to be extremel
wealthy, hail, in the latter portiono
bis life, retined to a country bouse nea
the city, where hee bad for many ycar
carried on an immtense and profitabi
business. Here bie lived so retired.
life that, bad bie chosen to indulge r
the wildest on the most varied eccentri
cities, the probability was that no onq
outside bis own bouse would bav
been tbe wiser; and as for those insidi
wbateven tbey knew tbey wcne very u
likely to impart, as, besîdes a naturz
taciturnity, amounitiflg almost to war
of speech, Philip Waters, the mai
servant, was nearly stone-deaf; an
Bctsey Andrews, tbe cook and bous(
Ieeper, neyer stinred out of bier ow
domains, or admitted any visiter tberg
in.

Besides these, rumon and tnaditio
spoke of a young woman variousI
kuown as the Chamben-maid, tI
Housekeeper, the Seamstress. or tI
Guest of the establisbment. Wbatevq
ber position, it did not appear tbat st
had heen a constant nesident in ti
bouse, but bad visited it at intervals

Matters stood in this position wbe
one fine day, the quiet and the privag
of thîs demure bousehold were invadi
by a guest who would net be denied a
mittance, and wbo. in Ieaving, carriý
witbh hm ail that was wortb mentie
ing of Jonas Bascombe and Betsey A
drews, bis handmaid. This fact was
last made known by Philip Watei
Who% opening the door of the doctoý
office in the village, tbrust in bis lie
and remarked:

Bascombe's dead. Fit. Betse
dcad. Broke her neck tumbling doi
cellar. Yesterday."p

Before the doctor, a slow and ponr
<U,; man, could collect bis ideas
bis words, the grizzly apparition wil
drew, and was seen no more, then

ever. Wbetber the craWbed old marn
feared to be questioned as to the
catastrophe so briefly described,
whether he dreaded to be accused as
the agent of one or both of these mys-
tenious deaths, or wbether he bad ac-
quired possessions before or since bis
master's demise of somewbat doubtfui
titie, no one ever discovered. Ail that
couid be said was that from the mo-
ment he closed tbe door of the doctor's
office Pbilip Waters disappeared as
whoily from the face of the earth as if,
mole-like, he bad burrowed beneath it.

Jonas Bascombe was laid in bis
grave, and bardly was decently com-
posed there when two rival claimants
appeared beside it, eacb demanding
whbat the dead mari bad ieft bebind.

The younger, prettier, and more de-
monstrative of these was Miss Fanny
Bellows, or, as she declared herself en-
titled to be caiied, Mrs. Fanny Bas-

and mother of an interesting infant

claiming that gentleman as bis father.
The other would-be heir was Mrs.
Mehitabie FoIjambe.

"My graridmotherl" exclaimed Miss
Winifred Foij«imbe at this point.

"The same, and aiso bali-sister of
Jonas Bascombe," repiied Mr. Varens,
briefly, and then went on with bis
story.

Fanny Bellows, claùiig to be Fanny
Bascombe, averred flot only that ber

jmarriage and thbe birth of ber child
*was undeniably lawfui but also that ber

: *ate husband had, at her earnest and
oft-repeated request, drawn up a wili
bqueathing bis whoie proprytobr

sel and ber possible beirs; that it bad
been witnessed by Mr. Bascombe's

9two servants; and that he bad tben
e taken possession of it, as well as of
il her marriage certificate, and had as-
- sured ber that both would be forth-
d coming whenever tbey sbotld be
e wanted

- To this statement and this dlaim,
Lt made with mucb unnecessary vehe-

mence and angry menace upon tbe
y' part of Mrs. or Miss Fanny,, Mrs. Fol-

riambe quietly replied tbrough ber
lawyers: "Prove it;" and tbîs was pre-

is cisely wbat the urfortunate Fanny
found berself unable to do, tbe rmar-

* nage certificate, the wiil and tbe wt-
nesses thereto baving ail and sundry

,e disappeared from the face of the eartb.
e, So Mrs. Foljambe took possession o!
Jonas Bascombe's estates, sold the old

[y house and the furniture. and offered
Fanny a very moderate sum as com-

Opensation for ber losses in the law-
suit, which was indignantly reftised.

d After this Fanny disappeared, and
lY Mrs. Foîjambe, living out ber respect-
of able life, finally departed, leaving ber
r fortune to ber descendants.
rs Here Mr. Varens paused and loolced
e at Winifred, wbo was gazing intently
a at him.
n "Well," said she, "Iwbat is to be
i- done?"
ie "That depends upon younsclf, Miss
ve Foljambe. The law gave this property
e, to your graridmother. At ber decease
n-a portion came to you, afterward an-
al other through your aunt, another

nt tbrougb your sster, and another
n- through your cousin. In fact, this
nd pnoperty bas become identificd with
ýe- that of your family in such a mariner it
vn would be impossible to separate it
,e equitably."

"But yet none of it belongs to Us.
Dn This marriage cetificate and this will
IY gave it ail to Jonas Bascombe's widow

he and children."
rie "If you choose to make the Iaw
rer known, said the lawyer, quietly, as he
Fie tied up his papens.
ihe Miss Foijamibe looked hlm steadily

S. in the face for a moment, then said:
n, "I was flot bred to your profession.
Lcy Mr. Vanens, and do flot understand
led what you can mean. My uriprofes-
d- sional conviction is that the soonen
ed thi-s property is restored to its rightful
)n- proprietors, the better, and I shall next
fi- emnploy you to findthem out."
at "I have already donc so," said the
rs. lawyer, not in the lcast discomposed by
r's his client's scorri.
ad "What! found these peope?"

"This p2rson. Ves.-"
CVS "Explain, prayl' exclaimed Wini-

bwn fred. hreathlesSlY. >" eath
"Mrs. Jonas Bascomnbe."bga h

np- lawver. a littie more deliberately than
or lusual, "after losing ber lawsluit. ne-

it- tired to a small cottage presented to
or ber by Mr. Bascumbc some time be-
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