
2 THE FIGHTING GOVERNOR

(1226-70) had turned the scale in favour of
the crown. There were still to be many
rebellions-the strife of Burgundians and
Armagnacs in the fifteenth century, the Wars
of the League in the sixteenth century, the
cabal of the Fronde in the seventeenth century
-but the great issue had been settled in the
days of the good St Louis. When Raymond
VII of Toulouse accepted the Peace of Lorris
(1243) the government of Canada by Louis
XIV already existed in the germ. That is to
say, behind the policy of France in the New
World may be seen an ancient process which
had ended in untrammelled autocracy at
Paris,

This process as it affected Canada was not
confined to the spirit of government. It is
equally visible in the forms of colonial ad-
ministration. During the Middle Ages the
dukes and counts of France had been great
territorial lords-levying their own &rmies,
coining their own money, holding power of
life and death over their vassals. In that
period Normandy, Brittany, Maine, Anjou,
Toulouse, and many other districts, were
subject to the king in name only. But, with
the growth of royal power, the dukes and
counts steadily lost their territorial independ-


