
102

of view, it would be worth a yery, considerable effort if the present copyright:prote4ion
could be terminated. It does not seem unlikely that the present attitude of. ïthe
Canadians on the question of copyright is something of a i»enace to, the:continuance of
the good understanding between the States and.England.gif their demand forunlimited
control of the question of. repriuting :Canada should be granted,,for instance, it would
be almost impossible to prevent a constant dribbling of contraband cheap, editions across
the frontier, vhich would surely lead .to retaliatory measures .from. this side. * n.view of
the fact that the Canadians cannot create, a payiug book market.under any circumstances
-they lack the population which is essential-it.seemsquite unreasonable thit interests
so large, ana. so fult of possibilitie., as.-those.-of English. writers in, the United States
should be jeopardised. . 't

You will be interested to know. in connexion with the Canadiau;desires, that I have
lately received from 'a Toruto publishér, holding svera sets of plates; a propsition
that, instead of paying .10 per cent. royaly, i n future ëhe shou1d be alle to pWy 1 nt
per copy on all e itions prmted and sold i paper covers ' ey sel nôthig else, by the
way). His argument was that he bas to seli boks sq cheap that e cnnot affrd to
print any more on the regular 10per cent. basis. Hér'poses to pyfor' ,r
example, (21.) two pounds per thousand copies. If thiis is his 'proposai under a copyright
law, whichsécùrei to hirn the:sole right to p'riùt Canadiat mditions, what7cnibe expected
w-hen suh right t6 print will be open to'anybody éhoosing to set thé' typéf a opulár
book ? I have not yielded to his argumients, of courseb, ut it is an 'opn questiQn
whether we shall not be compelled to niake 'somé èoncession in. the end. '

I have been rather surprised to find, on.inquiring of chancéiCanadian visitôrsïhere,
that the agitation for these unlimited rights of reprinting in the Dominion is confinedto,
and, indeed, known to, a:very small section of the peopIe, and that the interested 'seétion,
from the point of view of printing offices. More than one book'seller. has expréssed'in
conversation not only ignorance.of the scheme:in .detail, but 'positive oppositiono the
general idea. I gather that the booksellers, as ;distinct from the. book printers ;and
producers, have not been allowed to know too much of what was going on. , 0

I suppose you have heard of the great success of here. The publishers
claim to have sold over 100,000: copies already. This appears to have',been very greatly
in excess of their most sanguine expectation, and of course could not - have been done in
the absence of copyright.

Believe me, &c.. >
T. Norton Longman, Esq. C. J. MILLS.
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(Answered byNo. 85.]
C*NADIAN CoPYRIGHT.'"

Aldine House; Bélvedere, Keû'1ï
My Loun MARQUESS, ",Novemîber,9; 1894. ',

YouR Lordship,i' 'repl' Lo my lettër* askinig "yoù to Teeei deu to önon
this subject, inforied me th'it you did'o.thihk n intervie wolild be waprpria. uitil
the Official Comnittee' who'had the mitter iu hand had made their report.

Iii anticipation of this report, and in 'ènsequence of "Sii' Jhn Thoinpson's visit td'this
country, I oô iiWrite td'ask your Lordship if o mw,oulde
deputation' willI have tie 'honour of "aiti.on' you -ad tdlsay that 1' uldbe"îeh
convenienced if yoiir Lordship couldlet' kr'ow a 'week befôriehe datedétermined on.

Sir John Lubbocl ivôuù probably" intrddude the 'dèþutation'nand it oùIdbe
representative of the varioùs bodies mentioned lu my printedIettert of 1ast montl.e

ihave, è ~ ~ i~ ~'~
FREDERIC R. DALDY,

Ho__Sec__ th~ Cöp ight A'oc' ton


