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"FROM BASKET TO JAR

Interesting Account of how Fruit is made into Jam, Preserves and Syrups

By ANNA LAKE

HE sun-kissed ripeness of harvest abundance, the aroma
of luscious fruits, and the fragrance of distilled summer
are all fused in the first September days .in the Niagara

peninsula. The early tang of autumn in the country, that is
surely “God’s own,” wafts a sharpness and clearness t‘hropgh
the atmosphere, while everything partakes of a new fascination.
The miracle of spring is lost sight of in autumn’s fulfilment of
promise. Emotional delight in color and intoxicating perfumes,
takes on a more material appreciation by indulgence in the lus-
cious ripeness.

“HearT OF NATURE'S ABUNDANCE.”—Some primitive element
is aroused and takes possession of the conventional town per-
son. The prosaic car on the radial that is carrying one into the
very heart of nature’s abundance, becomes a thanksgiving
chariot. Modern mural harvest decorations get mixed with
realities, in the mind that is simply rioting in excess of delight
over it all.

Only the very commonplace tones of the conductor in calling
jout stations brings one back to the present. By no illusion of
the mind’s eye could his natty blue suit and brass buttons be
merged into the flowing lines the fresco chariot followers are

usually arrayed in.

A “far away” glance that comes from much inward thought,
reveals a nondescript collection of passengers, possibly more
interested in the practical aspect of conditions than joining in
any unconventional display of enthusiasm.

“HarvesT ProBrLEMS.”—However, this jarring return to the
world, at intervals acts like a weight to reason, and as miles
after miles are passed a saner feeling becomes uppermost, and
the detached attitude of luxurious enjoyment in the scene, and
the early exultation, give way to an intimate and more homely
appreciation. Domestic duties and the daily labor, which so
much abundance entails, in the caring for are to be noted on
every side, and the more practical problem of gathering in
obtrudes itself.

The pungent sharpness of new wood in basket and crate
penetrates the air and suggests thoughts of the modern method
in conveyance. Though not so picturesque as great heaps of
mellow colors this is infinitely more desirable from the con-
sumer’s standpoint. The practical thought that heeds the con-
sumer’s viewpoint also lingers over the ultimate disposal of such
harvest bounties.

Possibly the housekeeping instincts, which every woman
possesses to a certain degree, may be aroused to think of all the
kitchens given over to preserving operations, or again it may be
due to the intention of visiting the fruit and jam factories of

‘Mr. E. D. Smith, at Winona.

“Tue Bic PreSERVING PrLACE.”—One was scarcely so be-
nighted as not to know something about the place and what it
stood for, and was prepared to meet with unusual and sanitary
conditions. But to find it surrounded by orchards and vine-
yards, and the towering mountain behind, with no prevailing
evidence of the usual factory’s presence, was to suggest the
thought that possibly one might find some underlying principles
in the building up of such a business beyond the even vital one
of pure food standards.

To appreciate and understand fully the value of purity in
foodstuffs and to have a conscientious desire to adhere to a
standard of excellence indicates that a man is concerned to do
business in a spirit beyond that aroused through the mere com-
petition of trade. Such a man may go even farther in building
a business, and consider his place in the community, his obliga-
tion to his employes, and the moral responsibility that attaches
to his word and name. Such depressing thoughts do not usually
come to one when on merely critical inspection intent. But the
affinity between the location and source of supply, the beau-
tiful countryside, and the principle involved, inspire thoughts
beyond the mercenary ones of business. ¢

“LocatioNn aNDp SuppLy.”—The location also suggests a
choiceness of quality in selection, which is later found to be
justified. The cheery greeting of drivers arriving with their
loads of fruit, all hand-picked and carefully arranged in spot-
less baskets, does not partake of a buying and selling proceeding.
Incidentally one notes they receive several cents more than the
market price, which accounts for the choiceness of quality and
good humor.

A sweeping glance that attempts to take in the scene of
buildings and surroundings includes much foliage on tree and
shrub, mellow tones of brick and stone, and a picturesque ad-
justment of architecture that has evidently been the outcome of
requirement, not an attempt to aggressively dominate the land-
scape.

Quaint stone buildings, some of the pioneer homes have
been left on the original foundations, with interiors devoted to
various uses. Their presence hints of a respect and apprecia-
tion that a newcomer could scarcely feel.

One is not surprised later to hear that Mr. Smith was born
on a mountain farm overlooking the neighborhood.

large stone house almost buried beneath great locusts
and ancient pear trees, at the foot of the mountain, is discovered
to have been his late home for twenty-four years. This was
only vacated a short time ago, when a very handsome one was
erected on the beautiful grounds adjoining the business build-
ings. A very large office building is in course of erection, and
will no doubt be finished according to the good taste which has
so far been displayed.

“ResurLts ANp How ARrrivEp AT.”—A man looks at results
and commends them, but a woman wants to know how they have
been arrived at, if they pertain to home needs. Thinking people
who consider the pure food question and how it affects the com-
munity, recognize the fact that even home preparation may be
frequently lacking in a certain choiceness, and a manufactured
product contain little of desired quality.

A carelessness in home preparation or the use of inferior
qualities may be attended with as disastrous results as products
manufactured with no regard to pure food standards. Only a
thorough understanding of what constitutes pure food, and the

sanitary preservation makes it possible to place such within the
reach of others. ’

“PUR.E.FOOD StANDARDS.”—The neatness and cleanliness
characterizing the grounds and platforms, on which the incom-
ing fruit is received, prepares one to a certain extent for the in-
teriors, but scarcely for the reality.

This made it possible to follow the fruit from the time of
entry, through all_ the various stages of handling, until, in air-
tight receptacles it was placed in crates for Shi’pping.y Never
once was it necessary to gather one’s skirt in a protecting way,
or to abstain from minute inspection of methods on account of
mussiness. The best tailor-made came through the ordeal with-
out spot or injury, angl of how many kitchens could one say the
same during preserving time? = The choiceness of the fruit
caused little accumulations to occur from the careful sorting and
the washings, peelings and stemmings, were rapidly carried away
by machinery. The standard of cleanliness enforced, was found
;()(\asi)s(tir%dtlto even whlt(ei cglpls. These completely covered the

: ne women and girls employed. =
oped“fhem, and the men wgre specigl }s’u?ts. S Cvdon
; NTELLIGENT AND 'COMPETENT LABOR”—E i i
different handling and attention, consequently Zlf;yvg‘;ltinf;g?gﬁi
factor of help—intelligent and competent—has to be considered
During strawberry season, one was informed, the pro\cess of
hulling called for the services of many which later were not
required for the fruits, such as plums. To overcome thisedifﬁ-
culty, a large building had been erected at some distén-ce and
at certain periods was used as a boarding house for the addi-
tional women required. Ordinarily the majority of employes
belong to families and are domiciled in comfortable cotta gs yIt
was an interesting sight to watch them at noon time Ing rbu S
and with gay chatter they made off to the cottage.s for glunc%
{’}\1ttractu{e homes overrun with vines and flowers, situated aloné
iynfer:((i):;t‘.va), are occupied by the various managers and super-
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utilization of resources seems to have been the inspiragion ra-
ther than a grasping of business possibilities. The ﬁeve]opme;l.t
and experience that have come with the years have evidently
tended toward a worthier desire to build something that would
be more than the substantial evidence of business g;ucce%s

Such thoughts do not come upon one suddéniy' thé are
:-}1]16 trcts}:xlt of a day’s observation, and now they drift in to )i,nter-
Op;e)mtioen.morc practical trend that should be concerned with
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one side of the room, which is now all white cemeﬂi\. d OV\[ﬁ
later be more completely finished by white tilin arzm tv:,1
Qlly:os i(rl);llfd tto ?ol(lﬂthes.c great kettles and fitted wgirvth alel ;ei.;rqn
sary adjuncts for the increasin ti e
A man stands at attention bcsidegca?‘; kné(z:ilzr:\s?hga ;)f i hgat.
padd]e to stir with, and ascertain the consistenc Ogg “{100 e_ﬂ
in charge of men are rolled back and forth };o g calIS
kettles with fruit and sugar to the heat, or those of r;;lzeymg 'htei
boiling richness to an .adjoining room, where the gzrelgmre.
done. This is accomplished with great dispatch z‘mdo(tit }?g ”
b-‘f women who use large copper mugs of a size cor % l:fss'
to the vessel for filling. Other women clap on & ﬂatrsggg? ;25
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g “AN AIRTIGHT COVERING.”—A
size of the can, holds it in place
Hxa_c}}'n]mex;\y clamps the tin cover do

nish. As no preservatives are used ;
ation, it 1s most essential that thL};ega:? é}gethfgrn:glca Ofbprepgr-
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tents immediately after_opening. The cutting through of the ai
nght cover leaves the jam exposed to the air. T‘h% o(t)lt ki alr;
en provides sanitary protection, Even this small it er q;)lve
:T:iiziiqvlvlhattha c(;"_reful ]Squervision is maintained ealmd1 :{?olhgi\;
materially the disposal of th i A
the careful housekeeper, Shi %rlgg:.scmheglf;e:esseiiom thgt S
on the shelves of a press until required. a moce e{s an }i_am
problem must be considered in this business, Tt ar-reaching
to put up absolutely pure jam - 1t 1s not sufficient
must be conveyed to the consu
ive condition. Rough handlin

for the thin gold lacquer on the ing] i i

ally prevents any discoloration th::lifig(;lft tPees tinsf b
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the excellent physical condition o%PI:;‘i)IYED' -
paration of pure foods it is absol‘utely
in perfect health should he employed
searching throughout every department
to be allowed to visit the place, but one
to be other than critically ob‘servant.

The enthusiasm that apparently runs away with one at

ne carefully noted
the employes. In the pre-
essential that only those
so the scrutiny was very

It was a great privilege
was under no obligations
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