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Topics of the Day

M R. JUSTICE L(NGLEY of Nova Scotia create(l
a disturliance, according to press despatches, at
Hlalifax the other evening liy p)redicting the in-

dependence of Canada. As a reply to him, those present
at the annual dinner of the Mining Society sang "kLule
Britannia." The Hon. Mr. Longley is a thoroughly g-ood
Canadian but it was rather foolisli of him to (leclare for
independence at this juncture. Canada lias almnost as
mucli indepeudence as sîme needs, and when the trcaty-
making power in su far as Canadian interests are in-
volved, ïs eontrolled from Ottawa, there will lie littie
more to seek. Further, at a time when Great Britain
is houestly seeking to promnote colonial trade and emigra-
tion and just a few weeks before au important colonial
conference, it is unwise to raise the cry of independence.
In f net it is ungracious.

Mr. Justice Longley is a clever, able and ambitions
man, with peculiar little traits which have tended to
diminish lis reputation. That
he has been greatly over-
shadowed in Nova Scotia by the
more fortunate Mr. Fielding
seems to have made him sar-
castic and pessimistie at times.
Consequently, whule highly re-
spected, lie lias not been a pop-
ular hero.

The other day when lie was
in Toronto, lie was iutrodueed
by a friend to a leading K. C.
as "Mr. Longley." lie turned
to the K.C. at once and in-
(jnîred if it were usual in To-
ronto to introduce a judge as
"Mr." The reader eau easily
imagine the efleet on the minds
o! the two men concerned. The
K.C., being a noble dmap, stood
by lis friend and auswered that
it was quite usual.

An interestingr case involving
the owuership of the Lawson
Mine, Cobalt, estimated to be
worth anywliere from three to
five millions o! dollars, was
argued in the Suprente Court
last week. In September, 1904,
four men entered inito an agree- Hon. Just
ment to prospect in the dis- of Noî
triet. Important discoveries
were muade and a lease seciired in .lanuary, i9(>5 in the
name of one of them, Thomas Crawford. In June,
Crawford, without the consent of lis partners, it is al-
leged, sold one-fourth o! lis interest to Mr. Lawson,
who immediately liegan to mine. An injunction was
secured against him, and the property lias been in court
ever sÎnce. A number of speculative people have bouglit
portions of the varions interests, and consequently many
are now interested. A lawyer in Toronto, possessed of
very little of this world's goods, blocked one settlement
by refusing an offer o! nearly hall a million for his
sliare. The case was adjourned at Ottawa to permit
another attempt at settiement, and it may be taken out
of court this week. Trhe mine is qite valtuahie enough
to mnake a dozen men comfortable for the balance of
their lives. The shares will run from $2oo,ooo to $8oo,-
ooo endli, whule the largest investmnent will not exceed
$25 ,000.

When the Imperial or Colonial con ference meets on

.Xpril i 5th, Sir Wilfrid Laurier will be present. In the
foiîse last week, he (rav e a comprehlensix'e survey of his

attitudle towar(ls xnatny of the topics to be discllsse(I.
The occasion was inade the more notable by the lire-
sence on the right hiand of the 'Speaker of the Riglit
lon. Mr. Bryce, British Ambassador to Washington.

As to whether Canada sliould have a navv of her own,
Sir W'ilfrid had nuthing to sav, su that it mnay be in-
ferred that lie is not yet prepared to pledge his Govern-
ment eitmer une wav or another on this point . Alhed tu
this subject is tlîat of linperi.îl 1)efence, and on this, the
Premier was qitite definite. lHe maintained, as lie did
fîve years agu, that Canada should avoid "the vortex of
lEntropeaii îilitairism," which show s timat he lias not
hicen greatlv influenced by the brilliant speeches of a
certain McGili prolessor. -Sir Wilfrîd believes that the
"arined peace" of Europe shuld flot lie enconraged ;the
"(unarmed peace" of this continent is mucli more to his
liking. Thus did he blot ont once more the dream of a
Canadian contribution tu the British navy.

With regard to the proposed
imperial Council, which would
act in an advisory capacity t(>
ail the governments which are
mncluded in the Empire, Sir
Wilfrid is sceptical. lIe wil

not favou.r it, becanse it mniglit
disturli the existing Tleasalit re-
lations with the Colonial Office.
Apparentlv he is not even in
lavour of an Imperial Coin-
mission tu investigate the
problems of Emnirt and muake
suggestions based on informa-
tion gathered. Ilere lie fears
faddists who rniglit recommend
reformns and changes whicli
elected goveruments xvould find

0)e inconvenieiit.

With regard to p)referenitiail
trade Sir Wilfrid points ont
that lie is in favour of it. Cali-
ada lias proved that. It is for
Great Britain to decide as tu
its further developinent. The
Enipire's pleasant relations can
only bce maintained hy "allow-
ing to every nation composinki
it, the measure of liberty that
it lias and also the fret choice of
the fiscal policy it is to main-
tain."

ice Longley
ra Seotia

Western Canada is not greatly interested in foreign
trade except ns it relates to wheat. Ontario and Que-
bec are interested in foreigu trade on both oceans. Nova
Scotia is particularly concerned with the West Indian
trade.

Three representatives of the Canadian boards of
trade have recently visited the West Indies with a view
to promnoting trade with the British Islands. They
urged that the West Indies give a preference to Cana-
dian goods, and their vjsjt w11' probnbly have an im-
portant eflect. New York's influence in the Islands is
necessarily very great on account of tlie steamship con-
nection and the quick despatch of goods. For example,
Ontario manufactures or Western flour have a long way
to travel to the Islands via Halifax. New York lias
great stores of aIl classes of goods and eau fill orders
quickly. Nevcrtheless, Canada is wise in cultivating the
trade. It is not large, but it is important that what
we have we should hold.
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