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DECISIONS REGARDING NEWSPAPERS,
1. Any porson who takes s paper regularly
frem the Post oMice, whether directed to hisown name or
another’s, or whether he has snbscribed or not, is respon-
Bible for payment,
2. If a person orders his paper discontinued
aust pay all arrears, or the publisher may continue to

wend it untl] payment 18 made, and then collect the whole
amount, whether the paper is laken from the office or nol

3. In suits for subscriptions, the suit may be

nstituted in the place where the paper is published al.
though the subsoriber may reside handreds of mlles away.

4. The courts have decided that refusing to
to take newspapers cr periodicals from the Post office, or
removing and leavipg them uncalled for, I8 prima facte
evidence of intentional fraud.

CALENDAR FOR MAY.

May 1st—St. Philip and St. James.
bth—2nd Sanduy after Haster.
4 12th—3rd Sunday after Easter.
¢ 19th—4th Sunday after ldaster.
¥ 26Lth—5th Sunday after Easter.

[ Notice of Rogation Days and of
Ascension Day].

A &M,

"

27th—

28lh—

29th—

30th— Asocension Day. Pr. Pas. M. P. 16
21; Evg. 24, 47, 108. Atba
nasian Creed. In Communion
Service, Pr. Pref. till June 6th,
inclusive,

} Rogution Days.

THE HISTORIC EPISCOPATE.

What is the Historic Ipiccopate ? Such was
the questions which lately sttracted our notice
in tho “ Correspondents” columns of a contem-
porary. If wo remember aright the question
was put in this way, *What is the historic
Episcopate which has boen so often referred to
in connection with the recent Lambeth Confer-
ence? The reply was necessarily very briof,
and was to tho effoot that the historic Hpisco-
pate is the line of Bishops which has come from
the Apostles in regular succession down to the
present day. This answer does notseem to us
to tell the talo as fully a8 it ought to be told,
and we propose to supplement it by a few
words of oxplauation; especially because tho
term is one which, through adventitious ¢c’rcum-
atanoces, has had a much more exicnded cur-
renoy than could have been forescon when it
was revived at the Lambeth Conference last
‘summer. It is no epigram ; nor is it one of
those happy flashes of genius which cast in an
iron mould for all time, something that a greut
number of people have been long vainly strug-
gling to utter. On the oontrary, the wora
are almost as old asthe hills, and the genera
ignorance s to their meaning is but a typioal in-
gtanco of how the great majority of mankind
jorget what they ought to remomber, and are

ignorant of what they ought to know. Churoh-
men, of & certain kind, will sometimes sneer-

ingly ask,  What is the use of the Bishops?'
and even go 5o far, sometimes, a8 1o suggest
that without any very great loss to the Church,
they might be abolished ! It is not unnatural
or surprising to hear Dissentera 1akingup such
au attitade, nor, indeed, considering their posi-
lion, is it & matter of astonishment when they
do 8o, but it is surprising, asd not a matter for
gmall sorrow, when so-called Churchmen dis

play so fatuous an ignorance of the foundations

of the principles which they profess. Perbaps
a few words may show somo of these that the
Episcopate, which they so lightly value, is not
non-essential, but a cardinal doctrine of the
Church, and that without the Episcopate there
can be no Church

The first Bishop, besides the twelve, was, we
learn from Acts, i. Matthias, who was chosen by
lot to the ministry and apostleship from which
Judas by transgression foll. Matthias was then
the first of those not chosen by oar Lord Him-
self to bo witnesses unto Him into the atterinost
parts of the earth  He is the link which von-
neots us with the Apostles. The solemun und
deliberate way in which he was sclected is a
point which ought to be erpecially observed.
It may be regarded as the testimony of the
Apostles themselves, thal men cannot continue
the work ‘commenced by Christ withont being
properly commissioned to do so, and that the
Apostles regarded the dpsstolici.e., the Episco-
pal, offico us indisponeable for the right perform-
ance of that work. If this were not the case,
thero would huve been no reason to fill the
vacancy which the treachery snd death of
Judus had occasioned. It might have been
loft to upy one, or all, of the huudred and
twenty who, we ure told, wore gathered to-
gether in Jerusalein at that grave and moment-
ous conference, Lo adopt any means which he
or she thought fit for carrying tho glad tidings
of their faith to all people. Thut they were
not 80 Jeft may be considered positive snd in-
disputable proof that the Apostles regarded
their ordinance as necessary, and intended it to
be perpetusl.

Holy Scripture and ancient authors abnnd.
antly .rcve that the precedent which this ac-
tion of the Aposiles created becamo the rule of
the Church in «elocting the overseers of the
fuithfnl. The act was indeed the beginning of
Apostolic succession, and there are few histori-
cal matters which are supported more strongly
by contemporury evidenco than this fact of the
Apostolic succession, It is one of tho-e things
about which there is no more reasonabie ground
of donbt than the continuance of the monarchy
in Great Brituin, It is the continnance, tbe
prolongation, of the Apostolic office through
such men as Timothy, Simeon, Titus, Poly-
earp, Ignatius, and others, who were ordained
by the Aposties, and who in tarn passed on
their ordinance {0 others, that makes the his-
toric opiscopate The bishops of the Chureh
to-day all over the world represent the Apostol-
ical succession carried on through different lines.
For instance, the bishops of Rome and the other
bishops in Italy represont such a succession
protrooted through o line of Italian bishops,
the bishops of France a line protracted through
a sucoession of Gallican bishops, the bishops of
Eogland through a line of Apglican bishops,
from which have sprang lines of bishops in the
United Statos, Capada, Australia, Africa, and
eisewhere. These lines will in their tarn give
rise to other lines; and this fact, which is evi-
dent to any one, explains the impregnable posis-
ion of Episcopaey. It is the repetition of what
happened in the early days of Christianily. Each
bishop bad a certain territorial district placed
undor his superintendence, whence the city was
termed his see (sedes), and the district his par-
ish, and subsequently hisdiocese. In the course
of time tho districts were subdivided again and
again, and other bishops appointed. The more |
anoient sees seem to have grouped around them
the bishops of the later sees, and to have ex-
ercised some eort of spiritual authority over

I~

them, and these first bishoprics bsoame metro-
politan and primatial sees. History and the
ancient authors prove that Episcopacy was au
integral part of Church life. Eusebius, for in-
stance (born A. D, 264), rofers 1o Episcopacy
in this way, * Aboat this time, i. ., about A.D.
100, flourished Po!ycarp in Asia, an intimate
disciple of the Apostles, who received the Epis-
copate of the Church at Smyrna at the bands of
the sye witnesses and servants of the Lord. . .
. Ignatius also, who is celebrated by many
even to this duy as the successor of Peter at
Antioch, was the second that obtained the
Episcopal offices there.” Thereisalso the well-
known and often-quoted saying of Igznatius’
written to St. Polycap before A. D. 115, ‘My
goul be for those who obey the bishops, priests,
and deacons, and may my portion be with them
in God | Apart from these there is no Charch.’

There is also the notabl. fact that bishops
were every where co-eval with the introduction
of Chriastianity. The Bishopric of Loadoa is
said to have been founded in the second century;
in the same century bishops are ssid to have
peen consecrated in Ireland, and in the fourth
century in Siotland. If the fringe of Episro-
pacy in these e.rly days reached what was
then the end of the world, how numerous and
vast must have been its ramifioations at and
about its eradla! It is not, as ia sometimes re-
presented, and as hostile critics delight to mis-
represent it, a chain stretohing from St. Poter
or st. Panl down to the present day. This is
not & correct symbol. It is indeed no type sat
all of the actual state of the case, The strengih
of the chain is the strength of its wesker link,
and if one link is broken the chain is irretriev-
ably destroyed. To any one familiar with tho
Canons of Congecration of bishops the symbol
would be not that of a chain, bat that of a vast
network spreading over aud encompassing the
whole of Christendom. Meshes, not links, are
here, beyond numbering orcompating. A tear
here or a tear there—such s has donbtless nut
differont times hauppened —are, in such & not, of
no more consequonce thao the snapping of a
single strand in the net of & fishorman.

The possibility, or probability, of such & net-
work having been at any time altogether lifted
off, or put away from & nation, is absurd, and
if those who feel doubtful will put away tho
false symbol of a chain, and replace it by the
corroct one of & met, most if not all of their
doabts will be removed, It must not Le forgot-
ten that the Historic Episcopate is a cardipal
doctrine and oue of the bases of the Church, and
that it cannot be set aside witbout destroying
the pillars of Christianity and severing the link
which through St. Matthias joins us Lo the
Apostles, and through them to Christ.—H.L.S.
in Church Bells.

BISHOP MACLAGAN ON THE COM-
M UNION SERVICE.

——

The following letter from the Bishop of Lich-
field to his clergy sppears in the Diocesan
Magazine : —

‘ There are one or two matters conected with
the Communion Service to which I think it de-
sirable to call your attention.

*As far as I can assertain, it would appear
that in a very largo number of the churches in
the diocese, the Exhortation, to be addresed to
tho communicants at the time of the celebration,
is habitually omitted. This cannot be without
gorious loss, The Church of England, more
than any other branch of the Catholic Church,
shows throughout our beautiful Communion
Service her anxious care to guard against the
profanation of the Holy Sacrament by any un-

I worthy receiving of it ; and in this Exhorta-
| tion presses on the intending communicants the

great responsibility, as well as the blessing, in-
volved in the reception of the Holy Sacrament,



