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ALMONTE'S TEXTILE INDUSTRY. in

t EAKING of the advantages of Almonte as a manufacturing town, cl
'ha Tronto Mail, in a recent illustrated article concerning the p
ce says :-"The situation of Almonte is admirably adapted for e

h character of the manufactories located here, and there are not of
y Water powers in Ontario superior to that suppliéd by the

riippi at this point. There are a succession of cascades, with t
atal fall of 65 feet, which go boiling, seething and racing into the w

expanse of the river below the town. The headwaters of the m
ther a rgely controlled by lumbermen, whose principal use Of r
t l5is to store water sufficient to float loge to their milli. Were mtese lakes utilized solely for storage purposes the entire year, letting u
h ater out gradually during the dry season, the water power avail- la

e at Almonte and other towns on the Mississippi would be ma- t
llY increased-managed as they now are the water frequently f
lii the summer months, when the mills are obliged to supple- p'liet their power with steam. At its normal height the river sup- a

a here iearly 1,000 horse-power, and it i claimed that with n
Pioper control of the head waters of the river, and the adoption of ti

Proved water-wheels by the smaller mills, f ully 4,000 horse- t
Power inight be made available." i

beisribing ome of the industries of the place, it is said of the AI- 1
. Knitting Factory that it was erected for the purpose of manu-

r 5'-fln knitted fabrics, principally men's and boys' underwear. p
hat is generally designated a " three-set " factory-that is, it

üy- t-hree sets of carding machines and the requisite quantity j
,itting and finishing machinery to follow. here are sixty
4 Omplo yed and the product averages about 300 dozen shirts n
dra4wer per week. The factory has been run to its utmost o

rbapmity for more than a year put. The goode here made stand o
r their grade, being manufactured from Canadian wool, and

aý ready Market.i
iam Thoburn began the manufacture of fine woolen flannels

880, havin purchased the buildings and water power adjoining
-t canadian acific Railway line on the south, and in the very t

tre Of the town. Saince then Mr. Thoburn has refitted and
4j lld the premises by the erection of a third building, imported

' q uisite piachinery from the United States, and commenced
tions. From the very firet his enterpnise was prosperous,

1886 he was compelled to further enlarge his mill and
its productive capacity fully fifty per cent. The build-

o a .l of brick, roofed with iron, and the machinery now
13,800 feet of floor apace, while 5,736 feet of space is

4 forstorage purposes. The mill is run by water power,
h te by gas made on the place. There are from thirty to

-e hland employed, who annually produce about 350,000
4 flannels of the very best qualit , which are manufactured

>,ia Cape wools, and are in actived enand in aIl parts of the

lt, 'i'ctoria Woolen Milis owned by Elliott & Co., are equiva-
te what is known as a nine-set mill. The drying of the wool,
1 v ing been scoured, is effucted by means of cold air drawn

A Ie material by a fan, which is put in motion, like the rest
machinery, by water power, the wheel used being the

for which there is a never failing supply of power from
t yer. On the first floor is the weaving room, which contains
1a -4ix looms, mostly attended by women. On the second floor
ý a 'Z.nning room and twister, and also the wrapping room.
the Prcluailnery here is most ingenious, and it us wonderful to see
Î% 'iston with which it doeis its work. On the third floor are
Sj of carding machines, one of them boing of Platt Bros'.'
t England, patterns, which cannot be surpassed, and even

Ia iPerienc eye its action is as perfect as it is wonderful. On
ooth .floor are three of Platt's " mules." On the fifth flor is

pir spiing machine and the wool sorting room. There are
e led inte various departments 150 hands, consisting of men,

%L Zr and girls. Froin 20.000 to 25,000 yards of finished goodi
the sd Out monthly. The firm also own a valuable mill farther

t ream, which is utilized as a wease shed. The firm consista
Elliott and John Ellfott ; the senior Elliott being one of
Manufacturera of woolen fabrics in the country, having
"it line in Preston, Ont., in the year 1852.

4 Silk Company, Shîbutne Fais, Mass., is illing its
er from England for buttonhola silk.
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AMERICAN WOOL INTERESTS.

RECENT reports of the United States Department of Agriculture
ntain some important statistica regarding farm animals in that
untry. From them we learn that the number of farm sheep there
February 1887 was 44,759,314, against 48,322,331 ; in February
86, a lois of $3,563,017. The average price of fine washed cloth-
g wove in the United States in 1886 was but 33 cents per pound,
ains an average of 48 cents for 21 years from 1866 to 1886 in-
usive. Durin the war period, from 1861 to 1866, the average
rice of fine wasàed fleeces was 75 cents per pound, and for thirty-
ven years, from 1824 to 1861, the average price of the sane kind
wool in the United States was 53 cents.
It is not strange, therefore. that the recent great depression in

he price of wool has caused a sure and distressed feeling among
ool-growers throughout the United States. In Texas many sheep-
en got rid of their flocks altogether. In New York State the
ecent improvement in the wool market came just in time to save
any sheep from slaughter. In Kansas sheep were proving very
nprofitable, and the flock-masters were reducing their flocks at
st accounts as rapidly as possible ; and from nearly every State in

he Union similar reports were received. We believe this unsatis-
actory state of the wool interest is due in a measure to the de-

ressed condition of the woolen industry of the whole world. In
ll parts of the globe the prices of wool have been low, and the

umbers of sheep have decreased in many other countries besides
he United States. So low has been the cost of wool abroad that
he importe into the United States during the calendar year 1886,
n spite of unprecedently low domestic quotations, amounted to

31,263,103 pounds, against 100,000,479 pounds in 1886.
Regarding this question the Bosin Advertiser says that the de-

reson in the wool interest is general in its character and partici-

eted in by other nations, but that the difflculty will correct itself.

ready the influence of decreased flocks is being felt in a botter
rice for sheep in all qiarters of the world. " The agricultural
eports alluded to sbow," says the Advertiser, " that tue mnoreae
f the wool interest las been one of the marvels of the put quarter

f a century. The annual requirement for manufacture js now 6
pounds of wool per capita. In 1880 it was nearly 6.pounds, while

n 1860 it was 3.4 unds. There had been no increase in twenty

ears previous to tuast-nained date, as the amount was 3.4 pounds

n 1840 and 3.5 pounds in 1850. The proportion of this manufac-

ured wool grown in this country has greatly increased. The home-
grown of 1840 amounted to 2.5 pounds per capita ; in 1850, 2.7
pounds; in 1860, 2.3 pounds ; in 1870, 4.2 pounds ; in 1880, 4.8
pounds; in 1885, over 5 pounds.

This -iplendid develpment of the domestic wool interest during

the pat quarter of a century has been due in a great measure to

the generous support of the manufactures to the Protective duties

upon wool.

TUE cotton manufacturera of Blackburn propose to found a tech-

nical college as a memorial of the Queen's jubilee.

IT is said that Mr. Peter MoLaren contemplates starting a mill at

Perth, Ont., for the manufacture of woolen blankets.

IN six months of the put year about 1,000 head of sheep were

shipped from the vicinity of Kingston to New York State.

TRE Magog Textile and Print Company, Montreal, have decided

to put machinery in their mille for the manufacture of cotton.

TuE Canada Cotton Manufacturing Company of Cornwall, Que.,
have declared a quarterlY dividend of one and one-half per cent.

CONSIDEIABLE new machinery is being added to the knitting
factory at Coaticook, Que., necessitated y the increased deman

for goods.

THE knitting mill at Kingston has sufficient orders on hand to

keep it running tili September, consequently samples have been

withdrawn.
MERsM. HLTnwAY BaoS. and H. E. Heu have formed a co-

partnership and are now operating the Union Mills at Woodbury,

near Princeton.
Ma. Jolm CRAIa is starting a carpet factory at Mount Albert,

near Newmarket, Ont. Be is an experienoed weaver, and will

carry on the business in al its branches.

Thx Thorold Woolen and Cotton Manufacturing Company,
Thorold, Ont., have received the diploma and medal awarded them

at the Colonial Exhibition held in London lut year.

A FIE occurred in the picker room of the St. Croix Cotton Mill,

near St. John, N.B. a fow daYs ago, but was extinguished after a
two-hour's struggle. The daMage wau not veny eitensive.


