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one of the "El"eetors Uniion" who alone
had the power to elect an eniperor of
Gerrnany. The most prorniaent arnong
the prince electors was Frederic 1l of
Brandenburg who conquered a large
territory belonging to Pol mid and this
newly annexed land was called Prussia
and was made a duchy. January 18,
1701 Prince elector Frederic 11[
crowned himself and wife king and
(1Ueen. This first k-ing united his
cauntry and acquired more by war. ln
1870 the king of Pruaziia, WVilliam 1,
was declared Emperor of ail Germany.

The mail service of Pruesia was
always in good order. lu the i 6th cent-
ury the po)stal family of Triurn and
Taxis forwarded the mail to and froru
Brandeuburg. lu 1648 regular stations
vereestabisheci and mail forwarded by
mail-wagons aud couriers. Official and
also important commercial Jettera were
numbered and inscribed in a book.

The postal prince of Thurn and
Taxis complaine1 to the Emperor who
wrote to the Prince elector of Prustaa
ordering him Wo allow Fhurn and Taxis
officia!s to run the post there, The
plucky ruler of Prusaia answered to
thc Emiperor that in bis country he
was "-boss"and that h9ý already had a
good postal service. That settl«ýd the
matter.

In the yeer 1657 Emperor Ferd-
inand 111 died. His successor was
Leopold 1. In 1659 a&R bis temrtory
wus furuished with a regular postal
service.

In 1850 Prussis issuel the firut
series of postage starups, baving in the
center the portrait of King Fredericlc
William IV. As the supply of theze

stamp3 was very short they have beea
reprinited aud in const-quence of the
above fact, genuine stamps are ve~ry
scarce. In 1867 Prussia as "-war
price' (1866 Prussia, Austria and allies
war) issued for the annexed countries,
l"IBepublie city of Fra~nkfurt, (main>
El ectorate- H esse- Cassel aud the duchy
of N tssau,» a special set of postage
stamps in the Southern Gernian (at
that tine) monetary value "Kreuzo-r."

n the centre is the Prussian eagle,
below, the word Kreuzq-r, on othe top,
Preussen, aud on both sides, the value.
The envelope starnps, especially the
Ocltagons, are very scarce, and soine of
theru fot obtainable for nioney. In
the year 1868 Prussia discontinued
the circulation of stan-ps on account of
ber victorious po!itical events thf-
North Oprrnan Confedi-ration ias
established, and i-i 1871 the second
German Empire was established of
which Prussia wa; and now ia the
leader.
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In addition to three new staraps,
lc green, 2c hrown, andl 5c pink there
were istueÀ on Dec. 31 nine new post
cirda as follows: le green, le reci, '-c
orange 2e hlut, 2 + 2c blue, 3c brown-
red, 4c blaek, -1 + 4 black. The lc green
and 2c orange for provircial use have
a New Year's greetiug printed on the
reverse and are dated Jan. lat, 8
They are valueless for foreigu servi«e.
Ail the nine varieties are surcharged
on the 5e black snd have a view of the
new pogt office in the right band upper
corner. This building was opened on
Jan lst, 189&.


