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ONE; of the irnost anciezît and universal pro-
p)ossessions or beliefs is thiat wlieh imiputes
luck to odil numnbeys. Thius the poots, tak-
iîîgr advantage of the popiular superstition,
have given peculiar prciiniency to the nuin-
bers tice, fîve, seven, &. ; and frocm the
carlicst timnes to the present, good hiousewivcs
would nover think of puttiing auly but ail oddi
nuiiuber of eggs tîndler a lien or goose ; in-
d1cei, %ve hiave hecard it asserted that the sit-
tin-bird %vould surely break one of the eggs
or kili eue of the ehickens rathier than brin gr
-in even number of littie ones iute the world.
The precocious autio -who wrote the N-cil-
kuownVl eitaphi-

"Ilere lies good Master Duck,
Whoî,î Sauwel Jeoliis-.i trod on;

If hli zd livel it liad beezi goouluck,
For theu ive shonild have an odd oiào,"

carnies the stipersîtieius notion froin the egg4
te the duekziugs ; and in Devonshire and
Corin-ail it is cousidered te this day a very
lucky thîin- te possess an odd nuinber cf
elhildiren, shiep, fovis, c.A little child ini
llcdruthi, in the latter connty, was boria -with
six fingors on ecdi and, and during the
choiera year itdied. It-tvzs inded the enly
ilaie child wvlio died of the pestilence in that1

town; and both ilother anîd fthler-thie lat-1
ter a stalwart copper-inier and leader cf thte
choir in theoeld elhurelh-were a-ienstonîcdi
to deciaro that " tliey ivere net surprisedl,
for it lied six fingots on botli lis hiands, anil

thcre's no hîek lin evens.»'

eto ni ention the Egyptians and lIe-
brews, of wheosc partiality for odd iiuxîibers
iiiin illustrations ight, bogvewcna
just roecr te a fow instances mn -%ich lic an-ý
cielis cvinced thecir predileution in favour ef
odd notions. In the Grecian niytliologY
there were ti-ce -races, tirc syrens, thirec
fuies, thiree fates, se-von wise n1ion, nineé
muses, &c. The gods, Virgil tells us, dle-
ligbted ini odd nullibers ; aýnd Pytiigorats,
ilie philosopher, is pantieular in ascribiîî-
great virtue tO thie nuluber tire. Everýy
Greek city hiad an uxîcqual numiber cf galecs

:cndtemlples. Tiiccr.itus,, thie Syr.acusa
~jpoct, dlividled his flock~s int unequal n1uni-

bte, -lifd -ve leata ita eiîong the Greeks
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and Romnans, dinîjier tables were thiree-siledl,
and1( tho guosts coiigrega-ted in thr-ces and
lives. At a IRomnan funci-al, thiree banfîfuls
of saad -ivero scattercd ov-er tlie corpse, just
as, in car be-autifuil service for the deafl,
tlireo liandfuls of cartli are thriowni uipon tlie
colhia wvhcn the iiaister pronounices the sn-
Icuin werd(s-' Earîli toecarîli, dust te duist,
ashies to asilcs."

The Rloman inarkcts v-re ihe vcry iiîith
day, the people irc"e ilunîlbered everv liî'e
ycars ; '111( Vogcetinis, lu his treatise on 1i
litery Affaiirs,>' tells us thentthie fosse aroliîd
at caîu11p ShOUIl net be less th ilîine fecd or
nxioîe tlian sevenýteeni, but th.t v.I-atever the
widthe it Should always conisîst cf au iacqual
nunîiiber cf feot. lnideed, it is rcinarkiabit
liow% frequoîîtly, both ini ftncîenitii( and inoerz
tîmnes, unequal uncbeis hiave boom said to
possess partieular virtnes. Thus wue have
the " ïvstie nusos>nx esveni, and
tlirce-iai a variety et comibiint ions. in the
*ceremuoîîies attendant upoxi the propOri ob-
servance of Ailliallow Eye the numiibor 1hre
is paramnolnt., and overy schioolboy k-noîvs
thzat " the third tiliîeis ]uicly.-" In ail mnal-
ters of superstition the uuîniber threc is thie
especial favorite. Mhen the tlirc itchlc8
ini Macbc(t nmeet in thie cave. cnd dacice
around the boiling (Idon o thcy miot sic g

TIrire -,atd onice the hedgý>î)iS %vltineti?'

It is not ncessary te adiduco furtîxor in-
'stances cf thils iiiiiversal prepossessioîî iu
gavoîir cf edd numýbers ; but, the question
aa-,tll-clly iîises-wlience titis appar-rnt love
of nits before duels, cf edds above evexîs ?
WVe wl endeavour to esplain. It viil lio
-adnîittedl, wvc thinic, on nclli anids, ina l
every state of ]uimti1-n existen.ce, geuille and
simlple, sa-vage and reh ,there is in the
inid of inan a love of gallihling-. It is a

liardj sentence teonone but unfoî'tui -
aItel.Y aý truc one, uceverthicbess; nud if bas
h3en said ilvt flhe love er gzuîbllillg is one eof

'thle linoes of demuareafion wluich separates
nian froni tlie brute. Ve îmeed nlot, JUst
now, instance flic vd-ped um-çîe
thlis prOpellsdty lias wvcrked auîcng civilhzcd
cnnunuîi.tiesq, for the loiwer the statcocf inzia
thle Ilore flilly aýnd1 coinplctel-y ilo Tv-e find

hhn di ted te laes of clance. WreBl.


