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GEORGE ELJOrP.*-

In these four nlovels, whith constitute the earlier works of
George Eliot, coiimion life is mainily treated, and that with a
directness, freshness and vigror, tlîat have xever been -surpassed
l'y any writer. Many crlities corisider thein the best of lier
b)ooks-.. They differ fromn Ier later anid more elaborate wvorks,
l arg ely in thieir more poweriul realisin, their clearer insighit,
thecir ri<-lier hiumor andf deeper pathos. and thieir greater simpli-
city and conciseness of expression. They are written out of the
author's own heart. maternaIs are drawn from lier ownl early
surroundings and associationts. The ehiaracters aire sometimes,
sketoched [romn aimong the people slie knew and loved, andiiici-
(lents -%ihel hiad actually taken place amid were stored up in lier
wonderful ineinory are woven nto the stories. Ronce the re-
mnarkzable vividxîeïs and skill iii deliineation, and the spontaneity
and sympathy whichi eharacterizi, thiei. Tiiere is a vitciiity
about thiem that [ails to impress us in the later books, a more
dramatie individuality in tiie characters. In these, too, the
spiritual atmospliere, the rcligious and ethh.-al spirit, lias a sponi-
Laneous vigror whvliehi is exceptional.

Whien George Eliot began to, write - Romiola," shie wvent to,
altogethe e sources for lier inspiration and ria.t-rial. "'le

scene of the story is laid iii Florence, in the fi[teenth cen-
tury, and ie great Filorc-ntine -Srer avonarola, is intro-
duced as one of thie leadi tgc chiaracters,. Its central idea isa grreat
moral thesis, that found iii ail of Georgreliot's books, l>ased on
the doctrine of retribution. Looked at fromn one point of view
it is a study of impulse, and w~e hiavez a 1ow'erful presentation of

, piritua.,l truth in the delineation of the eharacter of Titb
M1elema, thli axusome (Greek, with lis gracious, Nvinning man-
uer, his rare intellect, and his affectionate disposition, who is
brouglit, not by actual vice, but by biis selfissh love of case and
aversion to wvhatever is painful or dis",reeable, to, the most coin-
plete ani terrible moral ruin. The character of Roniola, froin
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