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Black Gold
Two centuries ago ad

venturous white men were 
pushing their way into the 
interior of the North 
American continent, their 
lodestars the fortunes to 
be made from rich and 
bounteous furs. A century 
later the trek was still 
westward, but now they 
were pioneers seeking land 
on which to found a new 
life. The 20th century 
finds the west with still 
another and equally irre
sistible attraction—oil, and 
the amazing growth of 
cities such as Edmonton 
and Calgary during the 
past ten years reflects the 
growing importance of 
petroleum products to the 
national economy. Our 
cover picture on this issue 
presents a scene that is 
becoming more familiar 
each year on the prairies.

Although the oil indus
try is a comparative new- 
comer to the Canadian 
scene, attempts were first 
made to produce oil com
mercially in Ontario about 
a hundred years ago. How
ever, oil was first dis
covered near Calgary in 
1914 and at Norman Wells, 
N.W.T. in 1920. The 
Turner Valley discoveries 
followed in 1924, with 
Lloydminster coming 
through next 15 years 
later. But it was the Im
perial Oil discovery near 
Leduc, Alta., in 1947 that 
gave the first real indica
tion of Canada’s tremen
dous oil possibilities and 
since then continued ex
ploration has produced 
several other major fields. 
Today some experts esti
mate that this country’s 
oil potential is incalculable.

Improvements in drill
ing machinery and tech
niques have brought vast
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