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MINING BY ASTROLOGX.

An Unexpected Wiodfall for the Owners of
& Cripple Oreek Property,

‘We meet some very peculisr people
out our way,’ said the man from Cripple
Creek. ‘Any one who livesin a mining
town has a chance to see human nature in
allits pbases. There is no place where
the superstit=tion and-the passions of men
are so fully revealed.
*You have probably never heard of the
Epsilon Gold Mining Company, Limited :
indeed, there is no particular resson why
you should. Up to a few weeks 2go the
Epsilon Gold Miping Company, consisted
almost entirely of Jobn Robinson as Pres-
ident and of myselt as Secretary and Treas-
urer. There were 200,000 shares of stock
¢qually divided between us two, for which
up to that time we had been unable to find
a purcheser at any price. The assets of
the company consisted entirely of a barren
tract of land several miles from the gold-pro-
ducing mines of Cripple Creek. We had
bought the property for practically noth-
ing and bad incorporated our company ac-
®ording to law. 'Up to that time its stock
was worth nothing a share. There was a
small amount of money in the treasury,
but we had not felt ourselves sofficiently
encoursged to work the mine; had long
ago given it np as & bad job and turned
our attention to more profitable fields of
investment. In fact, I had almost forgot-
ten the existence ot the Epsilon mine, when
one morning & tall, lank funereal person
marched into my cffice unannouneed and
planked himself in a chair directly opposite
me. I had never seen him betore, but he
was well dressed and from all appesrances
well provided with this world’s goods.
¢ *Pardon me,’ he said, by way of intro-
ductian, ‘but I have seen your' name men-
tioned in connection with the Epsilon mine.
I believe you are the Secretary and Treas-
urer of the company.’
‘I thonght for 8 moment and then sud-
denly remembering my sbandoned claim,
nodded a polite acquiescence.
¢ ‘I wonder where I can buy any of the
stock of that mine ?’ inquired my visitor.
‘As a matter of fact there are 200,000
sbares of stock gracefully reposing in our
safe awaiting & purchaser. However I
thought it best to be just a little bit wary,
80 I informed him that there was so far
as I knew no stock for sale ; that it had al-

ing out his check book. He at once wrote
out & check on a responsible bank in Col-
orado Springs for $5,000, snd banded it
over tome. I made an excuse to retire
to the next room and while there I called
up the bank. They replied that the check
was all right; that it only represented a
small amount of the stranger’s deposit.
More mystified than ever, I made out the
stock certificates and banded them over to
bim, he accepting them apparently with
relish.

question,’ I ssid st the conclusion of the
transaction,” but I would really ke to

Perfectly Cured

Prostration — Appetite Poor and
Could Not Rest.

‘I take great pleasure in recommending
Hood’s Sarsaparilla to others. It has been
the means of restoring my wife to good
health. She was stricken down with an
attack of nervous prostration. She suf-
fered withsheadaches and her nerves were
under severe strain. She became very
low spirited and so weak she could only
do a little work without resting. Her
appetite was poor, and being so weak
she could not get the proper rest at night.
Bhe decided to try Hood’s Sarsaparilla, as
we had heard it highly praised, and I am
glad to state that Hood’s Sarsaparilla has
perfectly cured all her ailments.” G.
BELLAMY, 321 Hannah 8t., West, Hamil-
ton, Ontario, Remember

I~ Sarsa-
OO S parilla
Is the Best—in faot the One True Blood Purl-
fler. All druggists. §1, six for $5. Get Hood's.

are tasteless. mild, eFo-
HOOd’S p"ls tive. All druggists. 25e.

shares at five cents a share, I agreeing to
dispose of the same amount for the like
sum. It was just like picking up money
in the street, for there was no steck broker
in Colorado who would have accepted
the Epsilon as s gift. My friend turned
up promptly the next morning.
¢ ‘I bave succeeded in raising the hun-
dred thousand shares,’ I said, ‘but I find
that I cannot get it for lsss than five ceuts
a share. Would you be willing to give that
much P
¢ ‘Certainly,’ be replied promptly, pull-

*I suppose I have no right to ask the

veady been taken up ,and was in sate
bands: but that it he wes anxious to buy
I would look around snd see it I couldn't
pick up a few shares here and there.
* “Ob, yes ; I would like to Luy quite a
good block,’ he said; ‘thst is, ifI c:uld
getitata moderate price. I would buy
88 much as 100,000 shares if everything
'was satisfactory.
‘I atked bim to call around in the after-
noon, as I might be able to ;accomodate
him by that time. He agreed to that pro-
position and retired. Ot course, began
at once to ;emell arat. I called in my
parteer and informed him that an appar-
ently sane man wished to buy 100,000
shares of the Epsilon. He at once grew
suspicious. Of course, we thought that
this man had some inside information con-
cerning the property which we did not
possess, and we at once began a rigid in-
vestigation. We had not finished by the
time my friend punctually ' returned in the
afternoon, ec I asked him if he could not
come back the first thing in the morning,
when I thought I would be prepared to
deliver the stock. He at once agreed and
we continued our investigation. So far as
we could learn there was absolutely noth-
ing new about the Epsilon. No strike
had been mede on that or any claim with-
in several miles of it. It was just as bar-
rena ftract as it had ever been. My
pertner, however, was not satirfied and
did not want to sell. I thought it was the
chance of our lives and I finally persuaded
him to ditpoee of fifly thousand of his

&

By in, ‘that the astrologer feels pretty sore
against you at the present time and thinks
that be bas been taken in by the Epeilon P | ahout the railroad.

EXPERT OPTICIANS.

world.

Everything at cut prices,

BOSTON OPTICL €0, |

know why you have bought this stock and
paid 85 000 for it. You must have infor-
mation which we do not possess.’

toolish to take up this apparently worth-
less mine,’ replied my visitor. ‘I know the
whole history of it and am perfectly well
acquiinted with its rating on the Stock
Exchange. Nevertheless I am bound to
take it up. The reason why is this: I am
an astrologer aud direct all my life and all
my business transactions by the stars.
Some days ago I was looking over a list of
the Cripple Creek mines, and that peculiar
name ot Epsilon at once attacted my at-
tention. I procured a map of it, took its
boroscops, .und made other astronomical
calculations. As a result I know just
where to sink a shaft and strike the richest
bed ot ore in this region. There is no
doubt of it. There is more gold in your
discarded mine than in Cripple Creek and
the Klondike combined.’

back my stock, but of course it was too
late. I therefore suggested to him that
we develop the mine, sink a shatt, and see
if we could find that gold, He agreed,
and we began operations at once. There
was a little money in the treasury, and
wub tbe aid of that we carried the shaft
down fifty feet. We struck nothing but
sand and mud. Qur obliging friend put-
up a sofficient sum to carry down the shaft
firty feet further. Again we were doomed
to dieappointment. My partner and I
who were now thoroughly in the spirit of
the astrologer, furnished the money for
for another fitty feet. Siill no gold. We
therefore gave the thing up, and let our
friend continue the work. He bas spent a
large fortune rivking shafts in every avail-
able spot on the Epsilon mine, but he
., basn't struck color yet. When I loft town
a few weeks ago he was planning another
shait, but whetber be will succeed in find-

Eyes Tested Free [ ybisdontion™ T Gemly oo

€0t a bonaza. He has absolute faith in the
gold~progucing qualities of th«} Epsilon and

. you could not buy his stock for ten times
The best $1 glasses in the the amount he pu{'l forit. He has absol-
ufe taith in astrology. The stars tell bim
that there is gold in the Epsilon mine. and
he says that he will bore through to China
if necessary, in order to find ir. Mean-
while, it you know of any one who wants
to buy tbat other 100,000 shares of Epsil-
on, kindly send him around to my office.

Open eveningsitill 9 o'clock, Ih‘will' sell them for less than five cents s
share.

in couanting his money, accidentally drop-
25 King St, St, John, N. B, ped a penny, which roll:d downs crack

*Yes, I suppose you think I am very

‘I felt like reaching over and pulling

‘I suppose,’ the narrator’s friend put

‘Not a bit of it. He still thinks he has

Weak and Low Spirited — Nervous

country, too, when I have the means, 1
shall travel on all the river lines of boats
of which they are not so many as therc
ware, because the railroads are carrying
the people more and more, but ot which
there are many after ail. There are with-
in the boundaries of this tremendous coun-
try scores, I suppose bundrede, of rivers
and other walerways travered by steam-
boats ; rivers and boats tbat & man living
ia one locality nevers hears of atall. I'd
like to travel on 'em all, but I don’t sup-
pose one would quite have time for tha:.
But I'd like to travel 'em all if I could :
and I should travel all the main lines, and
that would include many rivers scattered in
all parts of the country. And when I read
among the steamboat advertisements in
the local papers in some Southern or West-
ern city in which I might be the notice of
8 line of boats running vp some stream ate sailors saw & flock of birds circling.
They were 8 mighty army ot boatswain’s
the days of youth and romance, why, 1 | birds, the deadly foe of the dragon-fly of
should go right straight and take passage | the Indian ocean.

on that boat and stay there till she got | birds chiefly subeist,
back: and brush along against the banks | their ancient enemy, and juet <s the steam-
er was directly under them they swooped

down. These birds of the ses resemble s
dove, but are m

whose name I kad mever wven heard of
eince I bad learned it in the geography, in

and go ashore when she landed, and so
just wander alopg this watery street
through the country.

‘1 love to ride on the cars. I never get | have long tails an
tired of it. 1 bave never found a journey
on the cars too long. Every individual | flies
car and every locomotive wherever I may i ,
see it interests me. 1 like to read the yord fouls dispose of their daily meal of
vames on the sleepers; I like everything | corn, and soon th

me while,
—
THE MANOF MODERATE MBANS.

One of the Things he is Going¥to do When
bis 8bip Comes in,

should poke about not only on the bigh-
ways, but the byways. New York is get-
ting to he a centre of world travel, but it's
nothing like London snd Liverpool. If I
bad the money, I should go to those towns
and read the advertisements in the papers,
and look up the shipping guides, and pick
out my trips. From either of those ports
ships go literally sll over the world; not
alone along great routes of travel, to fami-
liar though distant lands and cities, but to
many strange and curious and interesting
places that ordinarily one would never
even dream o!.

“The trip across the Atlanticin a fast
t y g a lot of people, is like a
brief journey in & floating hotel. I'd like
to take a long journey in a fine ship. The
very finest steamers in the world come to
this port; but there are mavy fine thips
running out of the Thames and the Mer-
sey that we never hear of at all, running,
not on our famliar Atlantic ferry, but
going half round the world and back at
every trip; and I would like to travel on
them all. And then there are long-dis-
tance coastwise trips along strange lands,
and trips to distant points to connect with
other boats thst go further stiil to places
yet more remote, where the passenger
travel is small and the boats infrequent
and ssiling when they get ready. Think
of losfing under such circumstances.
*Then back to London or to Liverpool
after & while, and off again. I should
travel all the lines. I should like to know
all the ships, and the officers, if they wan-
ed to know me, and all the seaport towns
the world over; that means I'd like to
know the world. No exploration business,
no hard work aoywhere ; some discomfort,
perhaps, but mighty little and comfort
slways in sight, and just having a feast of
loating with & sauce of strange sights ; and
a familiar knowledge, finally of the earth's
strange place.
‘And [ want to go more or less on tramp
steamers on long voyages. I imagine that
that's the place for rest. I want to be the
only passenger on a tramp. 1've dreamed
a-many times of swinging up and down the
swells of the ocean, and ot sitting on deck
under an awning in port, toe only passen-
ger, and of seeing the passenger boats go
by ; and then, when our turn nad come,
loafing off to the rext port or loafing home.
And I shall have a look around my own

oit by his loss, trifling though it war.
Lsrly the next day a friend, while walk-
ing by the spot, discovered the man drop-
ping s shilling down the same crack. It
was this way,’ explained Pat: ‘I reasoned
that it wouldn’t pay to pull up that plank-
ing for the sake of a penny, so I'm just
droppglg down a shilling to make it worth
1 L )

‘It ever I get rich,’ said the man of mod-
erate mesns, ‘ore of the things that I shall
do is totravel. I do love fo travel. I

Thrifty people look for low

cost and high.

value when buying Soap.
Surprise is hard, solid, pure

Soap. That gives

the highest value in Soap.
ise is the name of the Soap. You can buy
urprise S
S P it at any grocers for 5 cents a cake.

THE ST. CROIX SOAP MFG. CO. sr. STEPHEN, N.B,

TS T o o o o S e S o [T

{9

P S S S e o~ P O P e S [

BICYCLES!

QUALITY—AWAY UP.
PRICES—AWAY DOWN.

EMPIRE $37.50

Ladies' or Gents' C, R. Co's guaranteed tires,

EMPIRE 40.00

Ladies’ or Gents’ Dfmlop Tires. Thoroughly high grade,
forged crown, cranks and sprockets,flush joints two piece crunks.

Canadian, Ladies’ and Gents,....

King of Scorchers,
28 inch wheel, all the latest details $50.00

Canadian_
King of Scorchers,

Gents’ 30 inch wheels

poor cycles and every cycle is 1 lly guaranteed.

Wiite for agency at once so that our Agent may call with

samples,
E.C. HILL & CO., Toronto.
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should withdraw bis beast on " condition of
receiving halt the priza money. Making
B. at last agreed. A
old him he was foolish.
adding thet, to his knowledge, A.’s ox was
very ill. Perbaps so,’ replicd B., quite
unconcerned ; ‘but, man, my ox has been
dead over s week.’
e ot

TERR/BLE PEST OF FLIFS.

many d.fficulties,
friend went and t

Played Havoc on a Sugar-laden Ship Until
Eea-Birds Attacked Them.
The British steamer Kenisington, sugar-
laden, which recently reached Philadelphia,
from Sourabaya, & port in Java, whils in
the Indian Ocean, ran ihto a vast field of
seaweed. These weeds were the home of
a large and voracious spacies of the drag-
on-fly.
Attracted by the fumes af the sugar the
flies swarmed upon the decks in millions.

‘There’s nothing in the papers that I like

h

[Making it Worth While,

Reat to Manchester, Robertaon & Allison’s,

betwsen the boards. He was much put

to all of those places, some day.’

RHere is a story from Sussex. There was
to bea local agricultural show, and two
farmers intended to send in a beast each,
An Irishman walking over some planking | of a kind for which there were only their
own entries. About a fortnight before the
show one of the {armers, whom we will call

100 Sharp,

Th 3
and feasted upon the sugar. Thousands
were upon the decks seeking to get below.
Big enough to do mischief, they got savage
and attacted the crew. Captain' Langwell
had thirty-two men and they had the bat-
tle of their lives. ‘The flies could not be
be driven off.
There bites were something awtul, Cap-
tain Langwell said, and it was not long
before the body of each man of the crew
was & mass of blood. .

The terrible pest of flies lasted for five
days. Then far up in the sky the desper-

Against the crew’s timely rescuers the
They were eaten by
asa flock of barn-

flies to cause furthi
From skip
to read more than I do the railroad and | bear trace of th
t ip adverti ts. I never get | the vicious dr:
tired of them. As a matter of fact I sup-
pose 1 read them a dczen times s year;
;,nough 1 dreld t.b: ldlvertiaemenu of the
imited and the other lop, distance trains, . . s
and the advertisements o‘f ships to many ly considered himaelt quite,clever, and noth-

ports; I love to read 'em; and I am going | ing 0 pleaces him as to getthe best of some
unsuspecting person. For a long time
his wife had been in need.of & new muff;
and after hinting to her lord that her hap-
piness would never be
owned one, he jat last decided to Rratify
ber desire. So hefwent into a shop and
picked out a couple, one of which was

ot them penetrated the hole

cheap and the other very expensive. Upon
these hs changed the price tickets, putting
the cheap price-mark on the expensive
muff, and vice versa, and then took them
bome. For a long time his wife pondered,
and at last said : *‘Now, desr, the expen-
sive muff is a beauty, and it is really very
good of you to allow me my choice. Some
women would take it without & word. but
really I don't think we can afford the
more costly one; and, besides I think the
cheap one is more stylish too. Why, dear,
what is the matter? Are you il?' Bag
‘dear’ had flad into the night, where, un-
seen, he could abuse himself to his hearts
content.

—
Plenty of Them on Board,
He had just returned from a trans-Atlan-

tic voyage. and he let all.the tran-car
know it.

*Yes,’ he said pompously to the old-gen-
tleman with the silk hat and the grey

bk

Upon the t these
They blg“loenhed

any time larger.
d no chance.

beatswains as quickly
ere are enough of the

per down to cabin boy all
eir terribel experience with

—————
Couldn’t Catoh Mrs, Turvey top,

Mr. Turveytop has, up to very recent-

8 who sat opposite, ‘we had a most

eventful trip; there was a marrisge on
board, two deaths, and—*

‘Any births P’ interrogated the old gen-

tleman, with a twinkle in his eye.

‘No—er—no births, ansmered; the

other, in & manner which- implied they
cgulg have had one or two if they so de-
sire

‘Dear ms ! that’s very strange !’ exclaim-

ed he of the grey side whiskers, rising. as
the tram-sar slowed up.

‘What is strange P’
‘Why no births. I bave crossed forty-

three times, and there have always begn
births.on board.’

The pompous note in the new-flcdgod

traveller's voice gave Place to a tinge of
reverance as the other mentioned the fig-
ures, but he asked : — '

‘Well* what do you call a number of

births P Two, three, foor, or——

‘No indeed. Why, the last timeI

crossed there were over five hundred,
and—-*

‘What, babies P’
‘Babies P No, berths, sleeping berths.

Here's my street. Good-bye.’

A titter ran round the tramcsr as the silk
bat got off, and the young man k'scgme
suddenly interested in"the morniog p sper.

Advioce, 5
The editor of a country newspaper had

the mistortune to offend a subscriber by
allowing something to sppear ian his
columns which the latter gentlemsn - con-
sidered derogatory to him. The offended
man wrote an angry letter to the editor, in,
which he stated his intention of calling at
the office at his earliest convenience in
order to horsewhip him; and added that
he afterwards proposed throwing him out
o'l the window. This epistle somewhat

A., wentto B. and proposed that each

Umbrellas Made, 1Be-covered,

Dwval, 17 Waterloo] Street,

ng the editor, be showed it to s

friend and asked his advice on the subjcet.

‘“Ab!” said the friend. after baving read

the letters and thought s moment, ‘‘this
tellow is & dangerous man and means what

at once bave that ber-frame
trom underneath the window."

says. It you take my advice you will
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