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charges, and examine into them by Commit 
tees with the power to bring evidence, and, if 
the Opposition failed to do so, they might con- 
elude ! ere was no truth iza them, as the Op- 
po » tion would only be too glad to prove their 
charges if they could The lion. gentlemen in 
oppo ition were remarkably courageous on the 
stump at pic nies and dinner partie , apparent- 
ly longing for an opportunity to meet the Gov. 
ernment in order to slay them, but since they 
had met they reminded him of two men he 
once saw, one of whom was really savage for 
fight, until he met his opponent. Some parties 
is teffered to prevent the row. The man most 
an cous, apparently, to fight said : “Two of 
you Iike hold of him, one can hold me." Such 
had been the attitude of the hon. member for 
Kingston, so far as any of his pic-nic charges 
were concerned, since the Session opened. 
They charged the Government with incapacity. 
He (Mr. Gillmor) had seen nothing of the 
kind. The Government contained men who 
would,do credit to any country, and the Op. 
position leaders know, to their sorrow, that the 
present Government were deficient in none of 
those qu lifications necessary to the discharge 
of the duties of their office ; and, were it pos- 
sible, nothing would please him more than to 
have the constituents of the Dominion assemb- 
led here, to hear the Premier ridule, from top 
to bottom, the best man the Opposition could 
produce. Yet, he did not expect perfection 
in- any Government, or any humin insti- 
tution. The best were liable to errors of 
judgement —liable to make mistakes. For such 
acts as these, he would ma a great allowance

by his little eccentricities. Shall I, Boss? | "What an insufferable of 1 egotist that 
"No, no; I woulddn’t have you breathe is!" exclaimed Mr. Grumbler, throwing 

a syllable to him for the world!" eagerly himself with a sigh of satisfaction, into-his 
exclaimed Mrs. Grumbler, hurriedly dry- favorite seat ones more. "My dear Be le

HOUSE OF COMMONS.

Mr. Gillmor’s Speech oat the Tariff.

(Concluded.)
Mr Mlicbell: I: is not so.
Mr. Gillmor said he believed it was, anl

LITERATURE,
CURING A GRUMBLER.

The Benefit of Having a Cross Old Uncle
how could you bear this été inal fault find- 
ing ?"

"I am accustomed to that, Harry , it is That had it not been for the fin is sent sent 
Carlton, "but why is he fretting and fault- a lesson that most women are obliged to into h * country he woul 1 have s t in the Par- 
finding hour after hour? I think it is an leara," replied Mrs. Grumbler with a little lament of 1872 Ho blamed no Government

ing her tears. "Ile has the kindest heat
in the world, and I know he loves me."

"I dare say he does,” said young Mr."The old story —the coffee cold, fire 
nearly out, and the room full of stifling 
smoke."

Mr. Grumbler drew his chair up to the 
breakfast table as he spoke, with the face 
of a mattyr.

"The coffee is only jest made, dear," 
said Mrs. Grumbler, a pretty, timid-look- 
ing woman with soft blue eyes and brown 
braids, "and I don’t think the room is very 
cold: As-for the smoke, I am sorry, but 
the man promised to have the chimney 
seen to yesterday."
"Of course he did; nobody ever keeps 

promises to us," groaned Mr. Grumbler. 
" If it had been Smith, now, the chimney 
would have been seen to long ago. Do 
give the a piece of steak that is at least 
warmed through. We’re not cannibals 
that I know of, to eat our meat raw. But 
that’s always the way —we never had a

oversight in our laws that there is not one 
to punish married men who scold !"

What was Grumbler’s surprise, on com- 
ing home that evening, fully pried for a 
tirade on the subject of a button which had 
drifted from his shirt front during the day, 
to find his especially easy chair, and cor- 
ner of the fire, occupied by an asthmatic 
old man, whose head and face were envel- 
oped in a silk handkerchief, and whose 
feet were in a tub of hot water. He stop- 
ped short in amazement and horror.

. "This is Uncle Tompkins, Harry," said 
Mrs. Grumbler, who was busy warming a 
basin of gruel over the fire, and the gen- 
tieman extended one finger without turn- 
ing his head, and said in cracked voice. 
"I wish, nephew, you would shut that 
door. Nobody ever thinks of ever shut- 
ting a door in this house! What’s that

sigh, For giving their patrons jo to their friends ; it
Her husband pricked up his ears a little was the duty of any party, but the labour, or

materials should be furnished at fair market 
prices. The late Government might attempt 
to shelter themselves under their ignoranc• 
but as guardians of the poo; le’s rights they 

should, and, he beliere I, did know of these 
transactions. Gentlemen aspiring to such ex- 
alted positions as Executive Councillors, ought 
to be men of the highest integrity. Talk about 
the purity of the Bench, and of Courts—Gov- 
ernments were the power who appointed 
Judges, and established Courts of Justice. It 
was only the,natural result of such a course to 
lead up to the Pacific Scandal. That was the 
time the devil entered into the swine and they 
ran violently down the hill into the sea. The 
swine were drowned, but the devil was here 
still, showing himself in the Secret Service 
money, and the Northern Extension Railway

uneasy. Accustomed to it!—" What di I 
she mean ! It was not possiblo—it could 
not be possible—that he was like that 
odious old Uncle Thompkins. And yet he 
wished Bessie had nspoken that way.-- 
Somehow it made h m feel uneasy, C

Day after day passed away. Uncle 
Tompkins growing more and more intoler- 
able the whole time, while Mr. Grumbler 
improved the occasion by making a sort 
of mental looking-glass of that old gentle- 
man.

Upon—my—word, said he to himself, I 
must have been a perfect nuisance all these 
years. Why didn’t somebody tell mo of 
it.

/

cook that understood how to broil a steak."
‘But, my dear—" said Mrs. Grumbler.
« Don’t tell me," interrupted Mr. Grum-,

War.) "I know, just how things - ought to noise upstairs? I beg, niece, that your 
1.L 1.... , LT baby won t cry the whole time I am here,be done. The paper hasn’t come yet, II--0

transactions. The right hon. meinber forAt length Uncle Tompkins went away, 
flannel gowns, medicine bottles and all Kingston was quite an actor. Whenever he 
and on the evening of the samo day Tom get cornered, he commenced to put on the 

Carsten arrived from * temporary absence ing the other orghi in razor uce to Lie Sorti- 
no one knew where.

So uncle h is been visiting you ? he said 
gaily to Mr. Grumbler.

3

Is tea ready ? If so, I will take a cup right 
here by the fire."

"What des this mean, my dear?" ejac- 
ulated Mr. Grumbler,in a hurried whisper; 
and his wife, whose arm he had caught on 
the way to the kitchen for more hot water 
for Uncle Tompkins, replied in the same 
tone: “Oh, you musn’t mind my uncle, 
dear: he didn’t mean anything, only he is 
old and whimsical."

"But a man has no reason to make every, 
body else uncomfortable in this sort of 
way," muttered Mr. Grumbler.

Tea was brought in at this moment—a 
little smoky it must bo confessed, and the

era Railway atlair; there was an amount of 
money in the hands of that company which

suppose? No, of course not. I really 
wish somebody would enlighten me as to 
why my paper is always a half an hour 
later than anybodys el e’s. If that baby 
don’t leave off crying, I shall certainly go 
crazy."

"Its teeth trouble it," sighed Mrs. Grum- 
bler, leaving the breakfast table, to walk 
up and down the room with her frett al 
little charge.

"Oh, nonsense !" said Mr. Grumbler, 
sharply cl arging at a slice of toast with 
his fork; "you coddle it too much; that’s 
all."
Mrs.Grumbler thought of the general com- 

motion into whi h the house wits thrown 
about a month previously, when Mr. Grum 
bier had the toothache. But she nestled

towards any Government ; but acts of deliver, 
ate political dishonesty, this country could not 
afford to overlook ; and no man or body of 
men could afford to purchase positions of 
power, honour or trust at the sacrifice of prin-

belonged to the people of this country, and 
ought to have been in the public chest, andYes, said the latter with a slight grim- 

ace.
What sort of looking man is he?
Mr. Grumbler was silent a moment.

the Government should have seen that it was
put there ; but what was done with it, and
how was it used? The right hon. gentleman

Do you know, he exclaimed, breaking wanted a member returned to sustain his Gov,. 
: 11 ernment. The candidate was posted off to er unfairInto a perplexed laugh, I couldn’t describe ,,. , .I1.‘. Algoma, and elected at an expense of nearly 
a single feature in his face. He was a!-

ciple. Dealing, as the C 
political opponents, who

veinment were, with 
spared no means, fair

to defeat them, he believed it to be
their duty to the country, truthfully, honestly, 
but faithfully to give to the country, from the 
records, an account of their malpractices; and 
if, with the information fully and fairly before 
them, the country chose them as their rulers, 
all right , but let them not be deceived.

Political party prej dice was one of the great-

six thousand dollars of the public money ; this 
was done to carry out the policy of the Govern- 
ment of the right hon. gentleman. It was not 
enough to provide for the hon. gentleman 
while living, but $2,500 must be taken to aid 
a testimonial for the support of the hon. gen-:

ways enveloped like an Egyptian mum. 
my, in a silk handkerchief something like 
that you have in your hand. However, I 
am heartily glad he’s gone. With my per- 
mission he shall never set foot in this 
house again !

No! said Tom archly.
The most intolerable fault-fin ler I ever 

met with, said Mr. Grumbler; absolutely! 
the most disagreeable man who ever cum:

tleman’s frien is after he was dead. He knew this country.est evils We had to cotend with in
nothing about all this—of course not; but he The right hon.toast considerably charred, but just as Mr. 

Grumbler was opening his mouth to com- 
ment on these facts. Uncle Tompkins

Kingston had 10 
conscious of being

for
knew it now, and let him or his friend, return 
it ; and return all that had been wrongfully 
taken from the publie, and then go an 1 hang 
themselves, as Judas Iscariot did; and they

peatedly stated that he was 
a strong party i in, and no
quaipted with the policy of that gentleman 
would doubt his assertion. It was to be re. 
gretted—

& That, bor : for the universe, he narrowed 
his lain 1, .

And to party gave up what was meant for
mankind." 4

Hie strong attachment to party was manifest 
when he z ve to British Columbia, with a pop- 
ulation of ten thousand, six representative in 
the Commons, and three in the Senate, Con 
sidering that representation was based, as far 
as practicable, on population, that transaction

the Inby’s velvet head against her should forestalled him by exclaiming: 
or, and said nothing—women’s way of

What
stuff this tea is ! One would suppose it bered the earth. I don’t see how it is pos- would, at least, leave on record an evidence

disposing of a great many little martyr- 
doms.
. "Now, then, where’s my hat?" demand- 
ed Mr. Grumbler, rising and "looking 
around. ‘ Very singular that hat is never 
.in its place."

"It is just where you hung it yourself, 
papa, in the hall,” said little Harry, from 
behind his spelling book.

"Children shouldn’t talk so much,” said 
Mr.. Grumbler, tartly. "My dear, that 
lent in the lining of my top coat is not 
mended yet; why did you not see to it?"

"I intended to do so," said his wife 
apologetically, " but you know we had 
company last night, and the baby slept so 
badly that I rose rather later than usual

was made of cabbage leaves. The toast, 
too, is as black as a cinder. Isn’t there a 
slice of stale bread in this house? I’m a 
dyspeptic, and have to bo very careful 
what I eat." • - a

Mr. Grumbler silently devoured his 
meal, secretly wondering how long Mr. 
Tompkins meant to stay. No sooner was 
the table cleared than the irascible old 
gentleman began again. "Mr. Grumbler," 
said he, "I wish you’d stop that creaking 
of your chair, my nerves are so weak ; and 
if you could keep your children up stairs, 
that racket wouldn’t disturb quite so 
much. I really don’t see how I am going 
to stand that baby’s noise.’

sible to make exceptions to everything as that they felt some remorse. Such a course: 
he did. .would be more appropriate than the one they

That’s not an uncommon failing, I be-are now pursuing. This Northen Railway was 
lieve observed Tom, demurely smiling, the medium for still another work of corrup- 

"Ition. One thousand dollars more was taken
for a subsidy to the Mail newspaper.

An Ion. Member: Oh.
Mr. Gillmor said the hen. gentleman who 

groaned on the Opposition benches, was, per.

/,Very likely said his brother-in-law, em- 
phatically ; but his visit has at least been 
productive of one good effect—it has com- 
pletely cured me of any tendency I might
have had that way. I, for one, 
leave off grumbling.

mean to haps, hungry ; and this reminded him that
ithe hon. member from St. John (SIr. Palmer) 
advised the present Government to give up 
the ship and let the old pilot from Kingston 
take charge of her again. The hon. member 
who groaned so piteously was one of the sharks 
who used to follow the Government ship when: 
the old pilot was at the helm, and used to 
feed upon the offal thrown over to take such 
fish; and not only was the garbage thrown 
over,but quite too much of the good provisions.

was most unjust to other portions of the Dom- 
inion. He (Mr. Gillmor) represented 23,000 
or more, nearly three times the population re- 
presented by the six members for British 
Columbia in the Commons, and three in the 
Senate. There were ten thousand inhabitants 
i: British Columbia with three Senators 
while twenty eight thousand in Charlotte 
county had none. What better evidence 
could be adduced to prove that it was the 
policy of the lato Government not to study 
what was right and fair, but would maintain 
their party iza power. It was like the a vice 
given by the dying man to his son: ‘Get 
money, my son, get it honestly il you can, but 
get it at any rate,” * ______ ______ -

I’m happy to hear you say it, nephew 
Grumbler, exclaimed a cracked voice.

The victimized man started up in dis- 
may, scarcely believing the evidence of 
his senses, as Tom twisted the silk hand-i 
kerchief skilfully round his head, and

"I don’t think it’s a very noisy baby," bent himself nearly double with an asth- 
said Mr. Grumbler, meekly "It’s teeth matic sound between a groan and a grunt.this morning, but-

>"Always some excuse," interrupted her 
liege lord. "I really don’t understand the 
reason that nothing is ever done in time 
in this house."

He gave the front door rather ar em- 
phatic slam as he went out, and little Mrs. 
Grumbler, instead of rebelling against her 
husband’s iron rule, just sat down to cry- 
ing. Oh, these, comforting tears; how 
many grievances float into oblivion upon 
their blessed tide; how many heart

Why, you don’t mean to say that you furnished by the people of thisare very painful just at present." country), were 
purpose. HeMrs. Grumbler, who was stirring the are Uncle Tompkins? exclaimed Mr. 

fire, in accordance with her uncle’s petu- Grun bler.
thrown overboard for a similar
would warn the Government that the leaders 
of the Opposition had declared war, and that 
they were governed by none of the rules of

Pardon me, Henry, said Tom, smiling, 
but I saw that you had unconsciously be- 
come a habitual growler, and I judged the 
best antidote was a faithful representation 
of your own feelings. Was I right?

Slant request, said nothing, but smiled! 
quietly to hear her husband trying to ex-, 
tenuate the baby’s sins. v

"W oil,” remarked Uncle Tompkins, “all 
babies are noisy. And, by the way, Grum- 
bler, I would oil the hinges of that squeak- lis brother-in-law was half inclined to 

ing door, and I don’t like the smell of that be angry, but thought better of it.

civilized warfare,—they would take any and 
evory unfair advantage. They—were— now 
poisoning every avenue of information that 
went through their press—assertions without 
a shadow of foundation in truth, malicious 
falsehoods, and all manner of mean insinua-

These were the gentlemen who had all 
eduenti 1, who represented 

the diff ront religious denominations in this 
country, who, at prayer time,"were so devout 
and performed so regularly their genuflections. 
He was satisfied their successors were a differ- 
ent class of men ; they came into power at a 
time most unfavourable. No doubt they had 
"made some mistakes, but they had not been 
guilty of dishonesty. The depression ‘in all 
branches of industry, which extended almost 
everywhere, and tried their skill and ability, 
and the fact that today they commanded a 
majority in the House, and, he believed, in the % 
country, was an evidence of superior ability. 
Their predecessors had rolled up a public debt, 
and has bound the country in further public 
works, so that it required eight to nine mil- 
lions now to pay he interest on that debt, so 
that only a small amount, under reduced 
revenue, could now be appropriated for general 
improvements. Reference to increase expendi- 
ture in some Departments had been made, but 
it could not be supposed that, in opening up 
new Provinces, and extending mail commuai-

“Shake hands, Tom," said he. "You are tious; for example, the letter which was read 
hon mem-

geranium in the window. Hallo ! you 
wounds are healed by their balmy drops. | haven’t any top button on your shirt front ! 
Woman may lose all their privileges, one

I
an irreverent young senmp, but I forgive in the Hcuse the other night by the

was
ber from Victoria, N. S., which the rec 
from the Minister of Militia. This letter

I hope my neice isn’t a careless wife."
"Not at all, sir," said Mr. Grumbler, 

nervously ; "but the care her child and 
housekeeping duties absorb a great deal of 
her time. The instant she finds leisure 
she will look to my clothes.” K

you. Atall events, the cure is complete.” 
And so Bessie found it.by one, but as long as she can cry there is 

some consolation remaining to her.
Mr. Grumbler really loved his wife, and 

believed himself to be a pattern of conju- 
gal amiability; only, he had, somehow or

mutilated and the spelling so changed as to 
make the public believe that the Minister of 
Militia was illiterate, and not capable of dic- 
tating or writing an intelligent letter, and he 
was astonished that not a man on the Opposi- 
tion side had manliness to rise and disapprove 
of such conduct, but seemed rather to glory 
in it. Some of his constituents, seeing some 
of the charges made in Opposition journals, 
asked him, before leaving home, it he thought 
the Government would stand through the 
Session. He told them, if half that was said

One reason why the world is not reform- 
ed, is because every man is bent on reform 
ing others, and never thinks of reforming 
hunself.other, fallen into the unconscious habit of . "I don’t see how a woman can spend all

fault-finding; and like many another in- 
dividuals, whenever he couldn’t find-any- 
thing else to do, he grumbled.

"Crying again, Bessie!" exclaimed her 
brother, coming in just an hour or two 
later. " Now that’s too bad. I suppose 
Henry has been treating you to another 
domestic growl? I’ve a great mind of 
tell him how uncomfortable you are made

her time keeping house and looking after 
a pack of children," observed uncle Tomp- 
kins incredulously.

About ton o’clock the old gentleman was 
ushered to the spare room, accompanied 
by a procession of medicine viala, tabs of 
hot water, woolen dressing gowns, an 1 
heated blankets for his feet; and his ab-

It sounds like a romance to read that 
over one hundred handsome American 
girls broke through the ice last winter, 
were rescued, and have married their 
rescuers.

cation, and other Duole accommodation, there 
would not be sonie increase; but, in doing this 
no corruption could be found. It was hardly 
necessary for bun to inform the House that 
would vote against the amendment of the 

were truc, the Opposition cou. I formulate the right hon. me, ber for Kingston, as well as 
I that of the non. L 1 Liber of Ilanuton.

against them was true, they ought not to stand
but he had no hesitation in saying they were

About five hunired Indians have sur- 
rendered to Gen. Cook.

deliberate falsehoods; but he said, it they
S of Every Des- 
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sence created quite a general relief.
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