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of religionand morality to an extent but little appre-
hended in general, and which can never be fully esti-
wated until the great day of account shall reveal the
fruits of their labours in all their consequences and con-
nexions.

After some further remarks, the Attorney General pro-
ceeded to observe that there was then no talk of Colleges
or Academies among the class of the population of whom
he was speaking—they would have been unsuited
to their circumstances. But as time advanced the scene
changed. The country became more cultivated, and
smiling fields took the place of the forest—the popula-
tion increased—knowledge abroad had extended and
was diffusing its quickening influences more generally
through society in other parts of the world ; and in
Nova-Scotia the children whose parents had been pre-
cluded the means of mental culture, grew up with better
opportunities for advancing the inteliectual improvement
of their oflspring and of society, than those enjoyed upon
whom had fallen the laboi'ous and self-denying cares
belonging to the early settlcrs of a new country. Bat
with those improved opportunities and increased privi-
leges, came enlarged obligations, for it was the duty of
every member of society, and especially of every chris-
tian, to promote moral, religious, and mental improve-
ment, to his utmost ability.

To meet this changing condition, more and different
agents were required, and the Baptist denomination did
not adequately provide them—their previous circum-
stances precluded.

At this period several individuals in Halifax were led
by a train of circumstances very peculiar and unpremedi-
tated, to leave the Church of England and associate
themselves with the Baptists there, who were at the
time as a religious body hardly known out of their own
community, and with a no. lirge exception, were com-

d of the colored people of Preston and Hammond's
lains—but they were blessed with a most worthy pastor.
He never could, said the Attorney General, call to mind
this devoted servant of God without emotions of liveliest
affection and deep veneration, nor allow the occasion of
meeting here to pass without a tribute to his memory,
althoug%x he perhaps had been unknown to many present;
for never had he known more fervent and active piety,

simplicity of
the late ?ohn
at his (the A
teemed his s
upon with ple
but saint-like
family, C0
hatever
Gs:::"” the
a iate then
Baptist Churc
and worldlige
charged upon
he interco
full and perma
and in seeking
the importance
did not fail fo
himself, said 1|
Jy, in noticing
the conviction
education amo
chief want, |t
with their denc
upon in the abs
feli brought pre
at least some sy
here he would ¢
1t spring from
ministers had
work for which
agents with o
18 new office, -
meditated event
one common jm;
9ducation as an
mprovement ?
old ministers w
that narrow mine
tion against thej,
future influence,
disinterestedness
Y rose superi
°°mPl’ehensivgj'u



