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betokened national decay. The Kaiser and hia advisers
were of the opinion that England, entangled in civil warm Ireland, and occupied with party squabbles at home
would stand by while the German Empire crushed
trance and defeated Russia. Those tasks accomplished
the mevitable attack on England could be made when-
ever the moment seemed opportune to the war partym Berlin. ^ ^

The liberties of Europe are now in as great danger as
they were in the days of Philip II, Louis XIV, and
Napoleon, should England, France, and Russia not
carry out their intention of continuing the war until
the Kaiser has been compelled to renounce his aggres-
sive pohcy, until his fleet

: nd army have been rendered
powerless, and the Kiel Canal neutralized.

Certainly, to most foreigners the history of English
politics during the last few years must have seemed to
foreshadow a long period of weakness, both at home and
abroad. And now what is the situation ? As in 1702
and as in 1803, domestic quarrels in England are
postponed, all parties in Parliament are united, and
i^nglishmen, relying on the justice of the cause for
which they are contending, have entered in full con-
fadence upon the greatest struggle in modern times.
Like Napoleon, the Kaiser had counted on a period of
peace with England for a few years, and while engaged
on the invasion of France had no expectation of meeting
with any opposition from a nation whom the Prussian
war party has for many years openly despised. During
the next few years, the defeat of the French nation
would have brought immense relief to the financial
situation m Germany, and would have rendered France
incapable of aiding the 'contemptible ' British Empire.
AU these expectations have now disappeared, and with

them the hopes of establishing German supremacy over
Belgium and Holland, and of thus carrying out a policy


