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out of tune. Surely we know nothing of Christ's

love to us but the nanne of it, if we do not love our

brethren.

Reader, I lay these things before you. I know

well there are great diversities in the degree of men's

attainments in grace, and that saving faith in Christ

is consistent with many imperfections. But still I do

believe, the marks I have just been naming, will

generally be found more or less in all forgiven souls.

I cannot conceal from you, these marks should

raise in many minds great searchings of heart. I

must be plain. I fear there are thousands of persons

called Christians, who know nothing of these marks.

They are baptized. They keep their church. They

would not on any account be reckoned infidels. But

as to true repentance and saving faith, union with

Christ and sanctification of the Spirit, they are names

and words of which they know nothing at all.

Now if this paper is read by such persons, it will

probably either alarm them, or make them very

angry. If it makes them angry I shall be sorry.

If it alarms hem 1 shall be glad. I want to alarm

them. I wai to awaken them from their present

state. I wan I them to take in the great fact, that

they are not yet forgiven, they have not peace with

God, and are on the high road to destruction.

I must say this, for I see no alternative. It seems

neither Christian faithfulness, nor Christian charity,

to keep it back. I see certain marks of pardoned souls,

laid down in Scripture. I see an utter want of these

marks in many men and women around me. How
then can I avoid the conclusion that they are not yet

forgiven ? And how shall I do the work of a faithful

watchman, if I do not write it down plainly in so many

words ? Where is the use of crying peace, peace,

when there is no peace ? Where is the honesty ol

acting the part of a lying physician, and telling people

there is no danger, when in reality they are fast draw-

ing near to eternal death ? Surely the blood of souls

would be required at my hands, if I wrote to you any-

ihing less than the truth. If the trumpet give an un-

certain sound, who shall prepare himself for the battle.


