
Some poMon.s nrcr so coiirions of their icrjorancc and
iiuil>ility to draw u will, tlirit thry aro deferring it un-
til tlioycan convcMHontly obtain tlu? ussistanco of those
w!.o possess the nocossary skill. And thero is n natu-
ral av(3rsion iu tho hiiinaii niiml to any act wliich is ns-
fiociaatnd, ijisuch a closo &, pjiinlul nmanor, with our
own death as tho niiikinfr a will. For those reasons and
o!:hors, perhaps, wliich ini;^ht be mentioned, wills aro
often, very often ne;Ljlecte(i to bo made, where there i8

no leiral disability and whore the intestate wonid not,

by any moans, be satisticul with tho order of succt;s8ion
which tijo law prescribes. Upon this account rti^r-^,

if there were no other reasons, I should arj^ue tliat there
was a necessity for such an alteration of the present
law as would provide for this general necjlect, and
would 1)0 adapted to tho justice of the cases in jrener-

al and the probable wishes of the ii: -state. But, in

rict,tliere arc additional arguments for such a modifica-
tion ofthe law. It 'i:i required, not only in those cases
where no wills aro made, but in many where they are
For they are often void entirely. Still more frequent-
ly they are void in part and valid in part ; as, for in-

stance, tliey may be void as to the real estate and
valid as to tho porsoiml, or void as to one lot of land
or as to one dLwisce, and valid as to another. There
m,:iy very prob:ibly be such cases as this ; the eldest
son, bein^ settled during his father's life, the home-
stead is dcviscnl to the younger son, and the principal
part of the personal property is bequeathed to the
eldest son : the will is witnessed by only two persons,
or by only two persons, besides the younger son. In

this case the will is void as to the real estate and valid

as to the personal. The effect will be this : the eldest

son will take the personal property by virtue of the

will and the whole of the real estate under the law
of primogeniture. This would be a case of great in-

justice, but it is not a very improbable case. There is

no uncertainty in such a case, however, as to the law
on the subject. But there arc manyleases wlvre willa


