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in print, «• by mention offaots, verifiable

by every ahipmaster and pilot arqnainted

witb oar inland waters from Olovur Point
toNanaimo.

Ah to tbe good ^ aptain'a pleasantry

about my having a "nautical ally," I glad-

ly avow having bad not merely one, bo(
many Bcoh,—men of varied position, ex-

perienoe and nationality, witb whom I

have often been conferring since in 1870-

71, the investigation, forming tbe subjeot

of these letters, was commenced. Snob
of these worthV persons, as are still "to
the fore" and happen to bo here, concur
in tbe estimate of tbe Western Haro Chan-
nel presented in my last.

S>A APPBOAOHItS.

s the consideration of these is so in-

tensely important,and as Oaptain Cooper's
position thereon is so thornugbly "unas-
svilable ' a reproduction of his words in

large type seems warrantabla. "Sea ap-

PBOAOHKS ABB (he SajS) IN HT JITDQUBNT
THB riBST BSBBMTIAL OOM8IDBBATION IN

TINALLT DBOIVINO UPON A TBBIUNUS SITB."

From the vuluable appendix V. of Mr.
Fleming's oft cited report p. 308 quota-

tion is now made out of a document enti-

tled "Statement by Captain John Deverr
enx respecting harbors in the Straits of

Georgia, and on tbe West Coast of Van-
couver Island."

Oapt. Devereaux, long and favorably

known in Victoria, is the only master-

mariner resident in the Province, who, in

addition to a practical knowledge of this

coast aoqnired in command of eoasting

steamers, has brought to bear on the
queetion of sea routes to the projected

western termini of the C. P. B. tl. a most
asefnl insight, gained by years of service

as an officer in tbe occhu mail steamers of

the Old Country. Some of my nautical

allies have had experience in Her Majes-

ty's nary, in command of ooaating steam-
ers and of ooean-going sailing ships as

well as of coasters and pilot boats.

"Burrard Inlet (Devereaux states) has a
safe and commodious anchorage twe miies
inside the first narrows at Coal Harbor,
also another seven miles inside the second
narrows at Port Moody, twelve miles from
the entrance; but there is one great ob-

jection to either of these places, viz: both
the first and the second narrows respect-

ively are but about about a cable and a-

hfllf wide, through which the tide runs
about nine knots an hour, creating whirls

find eddies and rendering it unsafe for

large steamers to enter or leave port at

ni^t, orat certain stages of the tide,

leaving out altogether interruption by
fogs and thick weather, which occur more
frequently inside than out."

"Next is the outer harbor of Burrard In-

let, known as English Bay; there, at a

place marked on the chart as Qovurnment
Bexerve, is a good anuborage witb every
facility for a breakwater, or evi^n docks,
both wet aoddt-j, and by erecting a light-

house on P&Ksage Island, eutiunoe to

Howe Souoil, oae on East Point, one on
Turn Point and another on Discov-
ery Island, the largest Bbipa in the world
might be conducted tbither in safety; but
thereare three months in the year, vis:

from part of Aiiftust to tbe same time in

November, when thiN coaHt is subject to

dense fogs, rendering it unsafe, if not nt

terly impossible to navigate Haro strait

and tbe Gulf of OeorRia with large steam-
ers such as the Royal Mi(i), Cunard. and
Pacific Mail Company's Hbips."

"This point will, I think, be oonoerled

by all who know anything about such
ships, and the straits in question where
the tide runa from four to six knots an
hour, with boiling ripn and overfalls,

narrow channels and outlying reefs, deep
water, and no anchorage that could be
reached in such weather; and to stop a
steamer in such a plight would simply
mean to tbe mariner to lose his reckoning,
as he would be carried off by the tide and
not know whitber to go. On tbe other
hand if the engines of a large ship were
kept going like those of the small steam-
ers on this coastahe would neither answer
to her helm nor turn astern ^uick enough
to avoid running ashore, as it frequently
happens the fogs are so dense here that
land cannot be seen one hundred yards
off."

The eastern Haro or boundary chancel
is the one referred to in the foregoing
quotation from Captain Devereaux. Its

depth where Hhips must pass is from sixty

to one hundred and eighty fathoms, and
its anchorages, difficult of approach in

thick weather, do not afford swinging
room enough for ships of from three to

four thousand tons burthen. Such as

these, and larger craft, will in "the good
time coming," be retiorting to the terminal
harbor, if quite acoesbible at all seasons
from the oeean. If otherwise, their des-

tination may be to American ports; for

oommeroe ever seeks the safest routes,

and those where delay need not be in-

curred from any bad weather short of

hurricanes, or from other causes such as

waiting for tides, for daylight or for lift-

ing of fog.

About eight hundred tons may be con-
sidered as tbe average size of lumber ships

now going to the Inlet. A few of from
twelve to sixteen hundred tons have been
there.

In the eastern Haro Strait, between
Turnpoint, Stuart's Island, U.S.A., and
Cooper's Beef, B.N.A., ships would have
to Dass within less than two miles of pos-
sibly hostile batteries.


