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domeftjc employments, but merely to wait

upon them, and to form their train. Thefe
become more corrupted than their mafters,

who make them the inftrumcnts of their

crimes ^ and, giving them an unbounded and
fcandalous licence, employ them, whenever
they want to terrify or revenge, as bullies and
afl'affins. And indeed nothing can be con^
ceived more fit to create the worft diforders,

than the unnatural juncftion of flavery to idle-

nefs and a licentious way of living. They
are all fufFered to go armed, and there are vaft

numbers who have merited or bought their

freedom j and this is fuffered in a country

where the Negroes are ten to one.

But this pidture, perhaps too highly co^

loured for thofe whom it is intended to repre^

fent, is by no means applicable to all the Por-r

tuguefe of Brazil, Thofe by the Rio Janeiro,

and in the Northern captainships, are not near

fo effeminate and corrupted as thofe of the Bay
pf All-3aints, which, being in aclimate favour-

able to indolence and debauchery, the capital

city, one of theoldeft fettlements, is in 4II r^-

fpedts worfe than any of the others.

The government of Brazil is in the vice-

roy, who refides at St. Salvador. He has

two councils, one for criminal, the other

for civil affairs j in both which he prefides,

But, to the infinite prejudice of the fettle-

fpeqt? all the delay, chicanery, multiplied

expences


