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Ml the north fide of the river. They had that day fome Ikiiv

miOies with the enemy ; a few being killed on both fides.

They advanced Tome way towards she city ; but the cold

was now fo fevere, that the feet and hanJs of many wpre frcK

xen; and others we.; taken fick with the Small -Pox. Be-

fides : the enemy having feafonanly learnt, a confiderable

time before> that they were in no clanger of having any dif-

turbance towards Montreal our »rmy that way havin;<x re-

turned, drew all their ftrength from thofe parts ; re /ular

troops, Canadians and Indians ; and in fhort made themfclves

much fuperior in the field. Thefe: wpic fufiicirnt reafons

for not advancing farther towards tbt city, if; order to

a/Tauit, or befiegc it ; and the troops wtrc foon rc-imbarked.

Sir William, however, in the mean time, had brorpht f me
of the (hips up to bpmbard the city ; Jin:3 haJ his own iriip Ihot

thro' in ofar joc places. A i lench writer, BaronLaHonton,
then ,itQljebc»j, unke,? h-mfe!; very merry with this bombard-
ment ; tellirn; b.i? trtlci'-, th..u hereby the place fuff'fred da-

mage to the amount or ale ui " 5 i\r 6 pifloles. " He is alio

very fevcrc on >:!ie codJ.dc'i: of Sir William. He fays,** be
could not hrsv? done icfs 'lan he iid, if the French bad hired

hitn to ftanii iWW witri his hand^i in his piMrkets."' This is

doubd-fs an lojurious leficjSlion on htm. For confidering

the bad weather, ihc-cold, (he fickntfs, the fmallncfs of his

force, the failing i>f the intended diverfion at the wcflward,

and the cohfcquent ft ength of the enemy at Qiiebtc, it

was hardly pnifrVJe to have done more than he did j tho' fhat

xvas indeed but very little to the purpofe.

It was Sir William's defign, notwithfianding thefe dif-

Ci'ursgements, afterwards to have landed the troops in the

face >^ the city, under cover of his cannon, and to have taken

it by Uorm ; the troops, as well ;s himfdf, being ftill full

of fpirit and refolution. But foon after. ** a violent ftorm
** arofe that feperated the fleet , and thj fnow and the cold
''' became fo extreme, that they could not continue in thofe
*' tjuarters any longer." And it was probably well for them,
a!I circumftances being confidered, that they did not attempt

to put "this latter defign into c;:ecution ; the enemy being

at leali 3 or 4,000, and perhaps 5 or 6,oco flrong.

. 'I c< fay that the fame number of veteraji troops, under an

''.pcricnced commander, and other regularly bred officers,

CO .;d noi have done more under the fame circumftances, is

uiuch more than I prcfumc (o do. But ytt it can hardly be
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