
MY MEMORY OF GLADSTONE

not wholly without influence on one
or two passages of his life. To his
Scottish shrewdness and aptitude for

business, ^ton and Oxford added the
highest English culture. Eton in those
days would teach him only classics.

But there was a good deal of interest
in public affairs among the boys, many
of whom were scions of political houses.
There was a lively debating club
called -Pop;' of which Gladstone
was the star. At Oxford he added
mathematics to classics, taking the
highest honours in both. There, also,

he was the star of the debating
club. It was a fine time for budding
debaters, being the epoch of the great
struggle about the Reform Bill. Glad-
stone led vehemently and gloriously
on the Tory side. The result was


