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this date, and Lilly studied under one Evans, a
scoundrelly ex-parson from Wales, until, accord-
ing to Lillv's own account, he discovered Evans
to be the cheat he undoubtedly was. Lilly, when
he set up for himself, wrote many astrological
works, which seem to have been very successfulHe was known and visited by all the great men
of the day, and probably had brains enough only
to prophesy when he knew. His description oi
Ins political creed is beautifully characteristic of
the man: "I was more Cavalier than Round-
head, and so token notice of; but afterwards I
engaged body and soul in the cause of the Par-
liament, but still with much affection to his
Majesty's person and unto Monarchy, which I
ever loved and approved beyond any government
whatsoever." Lilly was, in a word, a self-seek-
ing but successful knave. People who had been
robbed, women in love, men in debt, aU in trou-
ble and doubt, from the King downwards, sought
his aid. He pretended to be a man of science,
not a man gifted with supernatural powers.
Whether he succeeded in believing in astrology
and deceiving himself, it is impossible to say ; he
was proUbly too clever for that, but he derived
others admirably, and was one of the noted and
most successful of the old astrologers.

How long this letter will be I cannot tell.

You shall have all the time that is allowed me,
but upon condition that you shall not examine
the sense on't too strictly, for you must know
I want sleep extremely. The sun was up an


