
nAPTISM— WFIAT IS IT?* 2ft0

'I

1

quired it, tliat any oxcoption wiis iiiiulo ; ntid in tliifl caHo

baptinin was administnod by sprinkling'."

LuTiiKH liimHL'lf, utter t^iNin},' vjuious rcasous for believ-

iiig that baptihU) in imiiicisidii, suvh :

"On this account I could wish tliut IhoM* wim arc to Le

baptized Khonld ho coniph'ldy iniinerMHl into the wator, as tho

word signilics and the niyhtical rite i xprts.scs; not because I

think it ncccRsary, but because it would ha beautiliil, that uf a

thinj? so perfect and full ; an expn.vsion Hk( wise lull and perfect

shouhl bo given, rk also it was inslittited, without doubl, by

Christ."—Captiv. Babylon., Opera, Luth. toni. ii. p. 70, Wit.

ed. 1562.

Melancthon says :

" Baptism is immersion into water, wliich is made with this

admirable benediction :
' I b;ipti/o thee,' " &c. " The immer-

iiion signifies that our sins are washed away, and nier<^ed into

the death of Christ."

—

Cattuh. Mrl(iii(li(»iiif <>/>. (hn. Par. i.

p. 24.

Geo. C. Knapp, Professor of Theoh)gy in tiie I'liiversity

of Ualle, Germauy, says :

** Immersion is peculiarly af^roeable to the institution of

Christ, and to the practice of the Apostolical Church ; and so

even John baptized ; and immersion remained common a long

time after, except that, in the third century, or perhaps earlier,

the baptism of the sick {baptismti diiiuornm) was perftirmed by

sprinkling or affusion. Still some would not acknowledge this

to be true baptism, and controversy arose concerning it, so un-

heard of was it, at that time, to baptize by simple affusion."

—

Knapp's Theology, p. 48tj, 2nd Am. ed., 1845.

Theophilus C. Stokr, Professor of Theology in the

University of Tubingen, says :

" When the Lord commanded that disciples should be bap-

tized. (Matt, xxviii 19), the apostles, through those things which

had gone before, could have understood nothing else than that

men should be immersed in water ; nor did they, in truth,


