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ency, or tend to weaken their rivals for political power. The

projected Union of the Colonies would not lead to the aggran-

dizement of any one now organized political party, in any

Colony of North America, at the expense of any other party.

Hence a reason why a considerable number of the public

men of the Colonies might exhibit an indiiFercnce, or possibly

a hostility, towards the proposed measure. These anticipated

objections are, it may as well be confessed, entirely conjec-

tural. The writer does not hioio that any objections would

be made, from any Colonial quarter, to this step. He has

never once, either in public or private, heard any objection

urged to a Union of the Colonies, although the subject has

been pretty widely canvassed of late years ; whilst he is aware

that many of the most prominent statesmen of British North

America arc its open advocates. Nevertheless, owing to the

temper of too large a number of the Colonial politicians, and

the character which their discussions too often assume, and

to the propensity of petty, local demagogues everywhere to

oppose all such changes as this, it is considered not improbable

that the Union could not be effected without clamors against

it being raised from some quarter : that is, if the accomplish-

ment of the object were left Avholly to the action of the

Colonies themselves. On the contrary, were the Mother

Country to take the lead in the matter, and invite the co-

operation of the various Colonics to effect the change in

question, that co-operation would, it is believed, bo heartily

given. This is indeed mere matter of opinion ; but the

cheerful compliance with which the Colonies have usually

responded to the direct suggestions and invitations of the

Imperial Government, leaves no room for doubt that they

would readily acquiesce in a suggestion such as this to which

no reasonable objection could be made.

There are other difficulties in the wav of the Colonies

coming together solely by their own act, which are not quite

so problematical as those just mentioned. In all of the Colonies


