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choscti, llie iiioiJhtain of his holiness ; llio joy of the whole

juiih. li predicts ihc senility of the Church, inaHinuch

as Cod is well known in her palaces as a sure refuge, uifd

has promised lo establish her foicver. Hence whatever

enemies may combine against her, or whatever dangers

befall her, her faithful sons need never tremble, for the

gates of hell shall never prevail against her. It is their pri-

vilege to ' walk about Zion, and tell the lowers thereof,

to mark her bulwarks, and consider, her palaces," to say of

Him who reigns therein, ** this God is our God, for ever and

ever," and while they rejoice in the secnriiy which his pre-

sence affords, to dwel'i n|)on and celebrate the innumerable

proofs of his loving-kindness. •
V'j

And lo what point of the uni*^erse can we turn without

tracing the evidences of this .'' Shall we raise our eyes to the

azure vault of Heaven, vvhere the sun rolls onward in his

brightness, where the moon walks in her beauty, and lh«

stars reflect upon unnumbered A'orlds their distant radiance.'*

Shall we turn in sili;nt contemplation to the world we inhabit,

and trace its varied arrangements in the animal, vegetable,

and mineral kingdoms? Shall we pause over the wonderful

mechanism of our own materisil frames or the still more as-

tonishing |)owers ot the human mind .'' At every step we
shall be compelled to mark the beneficence of God, and to

exclaim with one who was taught by His own unerring Spirit,

" The earth is fall of the goodness of the Lord."

Vet these are but a part of His ways. Turn we lo the

dealings of God, as they arc dii^jilayed in the arrangements

of Providence—even those arrangements by which its ordi-

nary blessings are disjiensed to us, and what a field fur admi-

ration and praise here opens before us! Whence is it wc

derive the most common comforts of life.'' our health, our

suppoit, our friends, in a woid, every blessing connected

with the present world .'* Are not all lo be traced u|) to the

*' loving kindness" of that beneficent Being *' fiom whom
comcth cvfi y '^nod and pcif< «!t sift ?" fShiil! wc doubt this


