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I do hereby certify, th-^tthe above named Henry Wynkoop,
is a perfon of undoubtcu good chara6kr, and worthy of credit;

and I do alfo further teftify, that the Plafter of Paris is much ufed

as a manure in the neighbourhood of Philadelphia, and that it is

generally held in high cftimation by thofe who have tried it as a

manure.
(Signed)

Philadelphia, June 30, 1789. SAMUEL POWELL,

Prefident of the Agricultural Society.

»»

Letter on the Ufe of Plafter of Paris as a Manure^ taken

from a Publicationj entitled, The American Mufeum.

HAVING, for four years paft, made ufe of a large quantity of

Plafter of Paris, or Gypfum, as a manure upon a variety of foils,

and under different circumftances-^I beg leave to lay before you
the refult of my experiments, together with fome obfervations,

refpefting the nature of this foflil. I am the more anxious to

comply with my duty to the fociety in this refpcft, becaufe many
of our fellow-citizens arc loling the great advantage to be derived

from the ufe of this manure } entertaining an opinion, that it

does not, in itfelf contain any nutriment to plants, but that it a<^s

merely as a flimulus to the foil, by which, although vegetation is

for a (hort time rapidly promoted, yet the ground becomes ex-
haufted, and is left a dead inert mafs. . .

I. In the year 1785, I fowed three acres of light foil,

containing a little clay, with barley and clover. In the

month of April, the following year, I divided the field into three

parts, and ftrewed fix bufhels of French Gypfum on No. i j the

fame quantity of the American Gypfum, brought from the bay of

Fundy, on No. 2 \ and left the intermediate fpace. No. 3, with-

out any. On cutting the firft crop, that year, little difference

could be obferved ; the fecond crop produced double the quantii:y

of grafs, where the Gypfum had been put ; and the fucceeding

year, the difference was ftill greater in favour of this manure.
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