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whole Courfc of his Admlnlflration. But, (o it feems, the Fnlnefs of

Time for his refigning was not yet arrived ; he was not yet tired of

guiding and governing. But when he had taken a nearer View of- the

Port, to which the VefTcl was driving with all the Sails he had crowd-

ed upon her ; when he faw the Rocks and Shallows and Break-

ers, that threatened his Entrance into the Harbour ; when he faw the

Coaft covered with the fhip-wreckcd Reputations of former Minifters,

he pri:dently quitted the Helm, and retired, a fimple Paflenger, to

his Cabin. -
.

But really what had Spain already done ? She had written to

France . to defire her good Offices with Great Britain ; that when her

Minifler was forming the general Articles of Peace, he might likewife

pay fomc Attention to certain Matters of mutual Complaint between

v& and the Spaniards, which might pofTibly occafion fome future Rup-

ture between the two Kingdoms, and dillurb the Tranquility of Eu-

rope. What is there either fo injurious, or ofFeniive in this Proceed-

ing, that could have juftilied the Nation in declaring War, or could par-

ticularly juflify the Minifter, who had born, with rather a too paffive

Spirit, fome real Indignities from the Spaniards ; fome real Injuftice.

But Mr. BufTy probably exceeded his CommiiTion, or executed

2t witli Infolence ; or if this Letter could reafonably give Umbrage to

iivS, why not call for an Explanation of it ? Why not demand a Copy

of it, and if denied " No : the Spaniards will certainly de-

** clare War agaimi: us. Let us prevent them." W^hen it was urg-

ed, that they would think twice before they declared War againft

this Kingdom :
*' I will not give them Leave to think," was the fpirit-

ed Anfwer of our Miniiler. " This is the Time ; let us cniih the
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