
m COMMERCE OF THE LAKES

"A ^Toater increase in the number and fonnai»-e of ili(>

various description of vessels used, is now under eonstruo

tion around tiiese lak(!s, tiiis winter, dian has ever taken

place in iuiy one year hefbre. Lariife quantities of t»rain of

last year's erop, remain on hand to y-o to nwnket next

sprinir; and the hig-h prices which all kinds of ai-ricuiturid

products bare, will carry every thiny- of that kind forward;

and will furnish the means to larq-ely inereast! the retinn

Commerce.

'"The quantity of hmd under eidtivalion i>^ much <>Teat-

er than formerly, and so far as I can gel inlbrmation, the

erops in the g-round, look ami promise well. Should we

have a favorable season we may safely belli; v(3 a much

g-reater cultivation of sumHoer crops will be liiadethan has

heretofore been done. Corn has become an established

article of food and commerce with the Old World, and the

price it will bring in market, will furnish strong- induce-

ments to extend its culture, large as it is, in the Wt\»<tern

States. The population around Uiese lakes has swelled (o

that number, and are so well su})pli<'(l with all dial is

necessary to aid them, they work i(» better advantag-e

than during" their early and more de])endant condition. All

these things combined, must continue to aug-ment this

commerce, but at what rate per cent I will not undertake to

say.

" My knowledge of the commerce of the Western rivers

is not personal, but is gathered altog-ether from the pub-

lished statements I see in the newsj)apers. That it is

now very larg"<% and increasing very rapidly, giving em-

ployment to capital and labor, is clearly shown in the

statements of it, made from y(;ar to year. That it will

continue to increase, and vejy greatly too, must, from the


