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iniirlit Ini Hii|i|ioseii to t:iU<- |jliico in

piiv'i 11 Incnlily. It in qnile Hnt'n to

fiiiy iriiil no li'oiihK* need lio npjiru-

liiMi(|cd ti'oin lliiM Hotii'ce.

Tlio Hoowfall ill ilicso etinoiis iicvi-i'

oxeeeds tlii-oo feul at n tiino. and hiicIi

fiillH do iioi occur nioi'o lliai; iwico or

tlii'ico tliroujfh the worst Boasons.

Diirinj; llio roinaindL'f of llio winter
tlio falls ftro bnt iiglit, and from tlio

ntituro of country, and tlio totnl ab-

sconco ot wind liioro arc no dnft^'.

A Hnovv ploiiL^li could easily clear

tlio track, as lliero notild bo but few
deep cut.", tlio truck for tlie most part
running along nido the river, into

which tlio 8now could easily bo

thrown.
These remarks as to fall of snow

extend only to Bo»ion Bur, o distance
of 25 rnilcfl above Yale. For two
seasons only, I remember lieavj' falls

of snow between Uottton Bur and
Lytton. Above tlio latter point
wheeling, and not nkigliin;;, Ih tlio

rule. As for land slides either in llio

canons or beyond, they never occur.

1 leavo it lojou, ihereforo, whether
you have or tan po.ssibly expect lo

have 8uch ovidenco as tins concerning
any route you may finally select away
in the distant north.

I am aware that your Engineers
report untavorabl}' of the Fraser
Route. 1 am also aware that Mv.
Smith was ciuiglit in a snow storm in

tlio canons in li.e latter part of No-
vember, 1874, and that he was com-
pelled to taUo it on foot for 40 miles.

I am frco to confess that all this wus
tho case and ask you not to be guided
by a single circumstance <if the kind.

nn(t would refer you to tho schedule
time table mudo in the conveyance of
the mails through from Yale to Can
boo, coyoring a term ol, say, lOj'oars,

This will give yon n much belter idea

of the tenors of tho canons, than can
the oxporienco of a single trip in tho
winter season.

In addition 1 ma/ add, that liun-

drcds ot tons of goods were in tho
early days of the Colony, carried od
Indians' backs at all seasons of ibo

year, and in canoes in early spring,

and I do not < tollect that a siiigi<i

lil'o or i-ariro has been li)>i iIii'imij.Ii

slidos. whether of siioiv or hind.

1 am aware thtl it Iims Iu-imi ad-
viiiiced a" an argiiineiil a:rainsi tho
full survey of Ihesi! ciitioiis. I hat thu
Di'puly l\ii!.'inei'r-in l/'hii'f lias passed
them ofliMi i>iiiiii;r|i <o he ajde lo forni

ciirrocl. coiifliisiiiiis us lo thi' prairiic.-i*

hiliiy of ihu rmiie for railway |>ur«

pDsox, But I respecl fully stiliiiiil,

wnether .oicli ar^uineni as that is of

any value or imi. If judgment can
be pa>sed on a (iieco ot work winch,
it i"" uckiiowlodge<l, pri^senis the i;real-

o.st eiiiiineeriiiir ditficiillies. by an
Kii>rineor travidlii'g on one side of u
valley and looUing over at tho other,

why was not the whole country sur-

veyed ill tho same economiiul man-
ner i" NV'hy if tho more passing
through tho canons is sufTlcient to

justify an o|)ini<ni of the value jf a
route—is it that U\>i coun'rv was put
lo the enormous expense ol $2,000,0(10

for Surveys ?

S) fur from admitting that any-
thing like a correiit estimate can bo
muilti by the oyo of tho cost of con-

siriiclion l!irou>;li Iheso canons, 1 con-
tinij that not only one but a number
of till) most careful survex's .should bo

made, before the shortest toiiloto tiio

best harbour should be abandoned.
'

I cannot but take it fur granted
that you rci^ard tho Bute Inlet lloute

as pruciicullj' abandoned, if for no
ollu'r reason (and there ore other and
strong reasons) than that 3'oii csti-

mute llio cost of tho line from tho

head rd' Bute Inlet to Esqiiimalt (the

natural and onlv harbor of that rouio)

at 827,500.000.
'

II(jwever, for the purpose of argu-
ment, I will nsk. Have \ou any testi-

mony respecting ilia winter difficul-

ties lo bo faced on the Bute Inlet, tho

Gardiner Channel, or the Dean Canal
route ? I fear you have not.

1 l.avo been told, with how much
truth 1 cannot say, that even last

}'ear Pand-slides occurred on tho Ho-
mallico, carrying thousands of tons of

rock and earth, snapping great trees

as if they were but pipo stems. How
much moro likely are these liable to

occur in a localit}' whoro immense
glaciers exist, thousands of feet above
where the line would be can led.

The canons of the Fraser, wo know,
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