
for flic night's rest at tm and. after a liastv nifal and a siniiki-. rullod

tlicniMlvos in hlanki U and fill asicip. Mnt the leader, j^un in hand,

sat hv tile eanip tire and JNept silent watrli over the treaehertjus Indian

yuidt » whose iiureasing (ears nil^ht cause thiin to wrijrgh' into th*

fnn^t and eseape.

In a week they reached Slave Lake only to find it frozen. Their

efforts in crossing this lake and tindin<r its mitlet are too dreary to

relate. On the first day of .July Mackenzie's canoe floated down the

river that hears his name. The day, so far north, was twenty hours

lonj;-. They (|nii'kly pasxd from winter to siunnner for there is no

sprinj;- in the Norlhiand. 'IMie jfras> sj)rinj>s up tin <rh tlu' melting

siin« and the Imds swell to leaves in a day. The wild-fowl settles

amonj^ the reeds, huilds her nest and feeds on the larvae of mosiini

too which swarm nn the --nrface of the maf^hes.

In fi\e days they reached the luontii of the river which drains

(irc.it Hear Lake whose water is s(a-;^reen in I'olor. Here thev met

Indian^ \» ho coaxed them to return as the country north was haunted
liy evil spirits. l''rom this trilie Ihey hi-ihed a ^uide *o iro with them

who hade farew.ll to his family with the ffreatest sorrow, as if he e\-

piet((l never to return. He cut oil" a lock of his hair for each of his

children, hut in four days, haviriff escaped in a thunder storm, he was
liack home richer hy the presents of the White Man.

Cacliino- provisions hy the way for the return journey, the darln;.;-

Itadt r ur;;ed on his unwilliiifr men for, although their food was low and
winter would soon he on them, he felt that he was approachino- Ihc

Northern Ocean. lie persuaded his anxious men to continue for seven

d.iys longer and should the ocean not rise to view in that time they
would return. They were now within the .\rctic Circle where they
viewed the midni^rht sun. Traces were seen of the camps of Eskimos.
They passed l)y hi^li hanks and saw irreat mountains to the west.

Few rapids harred their way. In one day they made fifty-four miles.

On July lath, with one day to spare, they reached the delta of the

Mackenzie, where the tide rose and fell and where in the distance they

could see the ice fields of the Arctic. For three days tlicy remained
near the ocean and chased the wli.ales that had ventured inland.

The time was too brief to reach the Arctic shore, hut the mystery
of the outlet of the twin rivei-s was ^oUed. .And now hei^an the hard
journey hack. Ever hun<;ry they toiled on the tow line. When they
a<rain reached the mouth of the Bear Uiver small pjanie and wild l)errics

wire found. They passed a l)urnin<r seam of coal in the river hank, and
.saw oil oozing from the rocks. On Sojitcinher 12th tliey reaelietl I'ort

('hippewyMii after a voyage of one hundred and two days, and not a

moment too soon, for next day the hike wa.s frozen.
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