
470 &enes in a Frcucla Prison.

tbis were not irnmediately done, ail the prisoners should forth-
wmtb be put 10 death. Enqtuiry was instantly mnade. Five men
wvere found 10 have engaged in the conspiracy, but only one of
tbemn actually launched the stone. Titis individual-an English.
man-was delivcred up to a guard of soldiers, and be was con-
ducted out ofthe prison, expecting nothing but instant deatb by
the guillotine. To our great astonisbment, bowever, on the fol.
lowlng day a message was sent int the prison, stating, that under
ail the clrcumstances of the case, the councit had conte to tbe re -
solution of referring the culprit bu the judgment of the prisoners
themiielvea ; and that when tbey had determined what puni3h-
ment to infiict upon hiom, the council wvould send a deputation
from the toivn 10 see it carried inb eKecution. The offender %vas
accordingly delivered int our custody, and the whole case was
minutety invesligated by a tribunal of our own. After finding the
prisoner guilty, the sentence of the court wvas pronounced upofl
him,-T bat he should receive 3090 lashes upon bis naked back,
in the presence of ail the prisoners, and of the commitee appoint.
eul Io wilness the punishment.

Trhe lime appointed for carrying the sentence int execution
arrived. Ail the prisoners were sumnmoned to attend ir, the
yard. The commissary himself, altended hy the principal magis-
trales of the town, repaired bo the spot. Two stakes had been dri-
yen into the ground in the centre of theyard ; le these the culprit
wag bound by bis arme and legs, and the Blogging conimenced.
After a few lashes the blood began to flow. Before he had re-
ceived Otfy Jashes, the wvhole of his back appeared to be raw and
slreaming witb blood. Affected ivilh the cries and groans of the
suoerer, and the mangled appearance of bis body, the French
gentlemen who were present dcclared themselves satiffied, an.d
bemougbt tbat the remainder of the sentence might be remitted;
even the comoeaSsary birnself relenled ; and et the united en-
treaty of the depulalion, whi were satistied with the punishment
alread 'y inllicted, he was taken down from the stakes, and convcy-
e.] int the prison. Whelher or flot it was from the accumulation
of distresses, whicb we were known by the inhalbitarits of qLuim.
per t0 have endured, or from the naturally humaine and bertevo-
lent temper of the French nation, wbich was now gaining the as-
cendency over tbe demon of cruelty and massacre which Jaco-
binium had let loose among them, we knew not ; we could flot,
howrever, but mark a decided improvemnent in Ibeir treatment of
ça from this ime. The a.uality of our bread was greatly irnprov-
ed ; a ration of salt-fisb, or beef, was added 10 our daily altow-
ance of food ; and the healîh of the surviving prisoners began to
Improve. The former commissary, bowever, was neyer more
4een amongst us, and another wae appointed as hie successor.
Our 'vonted employmenls began Io be resumed, and the cheer-
ing thougbt, that .we xight yet survive to tell our tale on British
%round, gave excitement to hope, and vi-our to industry.-ibid.


