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way. This rapid incraaao of growtli is farourod by tbo hifjk fertility of tlic InndA aroaiMl

Portage la Prairie, wliicli mr^ntain tliifl good cliaracter for some considerable diatanc*.

I hare not^ as yet, gone tip the North-Western Railway, but report speaks weil of much
of the laud through which it runs, and into which it is about to be vxtendct. Another
evidence of popular favour is shown by the fact of the land being so largely settled in

advance of the railway. This is explained in some degree by reason of the wry general

expectation that the Canadian Pacific Railway would take that direction. If the earljr

settlers have in this raspest been disappointed, there is reason to believe that the help

recently rendered by the Dominion Government, in the shape of a lar^u land grant, will

anable the North-Western Railway to be pushed forward with rapulity. Siiuilar assis>

(ance has also been granted by the Dominion Government for the extension of tha

(iouth-Westcrn Railway, westward from Manitou City, through the Souris district. I

drove through much of this district in the autumn of 1383, and am not at all surprised

at the largo number ofsettlers who have gone into that part in. advance,of the. railway.

Everything tends to show that settlement is now going on very vigorously in Manitoba'

and the Morth-Wcst territories, not waiting for the railway to pioneer the way, but flash-

ing on in advance, ready to welcome its approach. The progress which is obtiervable in

the more extended occupation ofland during the past twelve mouths is simply astounding.

With the rapid increase of railway aiccomthodation which is now being- provided^ the

inflow of settlers will be greatly encouraged, and la two or three years' time there will

be a wonderful scarcity of free homestead and pre-emption lands within roach of any
existing railway. Even now some districts are already very completely taken up. The
moral is obvious : that those who desire Government or Comimny lands should not

needlessly postpone the time for securing them. I have hitherto been very much like

onetwh0»h«s<iu8pected and reported upon''a*rich'*batn|uet, . of which he has voluntarily

pledged himself to remain a disinterested observer. On the issue of this report I shall

feel that I am no longer bound to deprive myself of advantages which I recommend
others to make use of. I am encouraged in doing so because professional men residing

in England can now as easily enjoy a^colonial estate as a country seat or a shooting

box >ln'a'diBt8nt-comi4y.« One*Tary*nMnrk^ed difference, how(rver,'is'oblK;rvabl6, forthe one
would be a source of income as well as of pleasure, whilst the latter have now become
very expensive luxuries.
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On my way through Winnipeg, I was very pleased to visit Silver Heights, the pro-

perty of the Hon. Donald A. Smith. Here, on the 13th. September, 1834, 1 saw Indian

com—Yellow Dent variety—growing on his land, over ten feet in height, and well

loaded with corn, which was rapidly ripening. The potatoes were literally crowded in

the soil. One plant, which was raised for my inspection, gave twenty-nine potatoes, all

of good size for table use, some being of large size. Three plants were always enough to

fill a peck raeasui-H, and sometimes two. One-eighth of an acre yielded seventy bushelii

of excellent potatoes. The adjoining crop of cabbage was marvellously good in quality

and very large in yield. I am glad to find that Mr. Smith is having a^large br>>adth of

the adjoining land brought under cultivaiion. The Silver Heights Farm cannot fail to

be one of Jthe objects of interest i>\ future years, situated as it is on the rich lands by
the side of the Assiniboinc. In the gardens around the house I found grapes growing on
trellis work, cropping freely and ripening rapidly. Tomatoes were exceedingly abun-
dant, and had been gathered ripe for the three previous weeks. White and red currants,

as well as raspberries und plums, had been most , abundant. •Peas, beans, cauUflovers,

celery, asparagus, custard marrows, ice., all kinds of root crops, such as beets, carrots,

parsnips, all flourished under the conditions of soil und climate. In fact, it was one of

Che most proiiiiotive gardens for-high quality .produce I ever visited. As we returned to

Winnipeg, from which Silver Heights is distant about five miles, I saw crops on the
land of a successful market gardener growing in great abundance aud perfection, show-
lag very clearly that the conditions of growth throughout the surrounding district were
nuMt fitvourable.- My visit to Silver Heights forcibly reminded me of the irords used by
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