
asamt

DISCOURSE,
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Before I begin a courf^ of ledures oa a fct-

ence of great extent and importance, I think

it my duty to lay before the Public the rea-

Tons which have induced me to undertake fuch a

labour, as well as a (hort account of the nature

and objed^s of the c<>urre which I propofe to

deliver. I have always been unwilling to wafte

in unprofitable inadtivity that leifure which

the firft years of my profeffion ufually allow,

and which diligent men, even with moderate

talents, might often employ in a manner neither

difcreditable to themfelvesnor wholly ufelefs to

others. Defirous that my own leifure (hould not

be confumed in lloth, I anxiouily looked abouc
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