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and proftitute, to the Purpofes of Fadion, the

boafted Liberty of the Prefs ? What the con-

flitntional Liberty of the Prefs is, it may he

diJi'lcult to fay with Precilion; Perhaps, like

the Privilege of the Peerage, it is more fecure

by not being ftridlly and minutely defined

:

And every one who wifhes well to this Liber-

ty, (as I very cordially do) fhould wifli alfo

that the Blafphemy and Licentioufnefs of the

prefent Age, the wanton Abufe of Religion

and Government, may not render it neceSary

for the Legillaturc to determine its Boundaries

by a clear and pofitive Law. 1 ./' , .5
»

;

in Vitium Liberia^ excidat, et Vim
...>./.. Dignam Lege regi, .

•" .vl i

~ Eut I think it is eafy to fay what is not the

conflitutional Liberty of the Prefs. It is not

then the Overflowing of perfonal Calumny and

Inventive ; It is not the Sowing of Sedition in

the Hearts of the People, and the feducing of

their Affedions from their native Sovereign ;

It \& not the torturing of Texts of Scripture to

the moll profane Senfes, in equal Defiance of

the Laws ofGod and Man. Whoever com-
•mits thefe enormous Ofi^ences againft his Coun-
try, and yet pretends to flielter himfelf under

the Privilege of the Prefs, appears to me to

:be adting the Part of another Clodius, who
tfirft deftroyed the Houfe of Cicera, and after-

wards had the Affurance to confecrate the
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