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The firfl: vifible confequence of the eftablifh-

ments made by the Spaniards in America, was

the diminution of th^ ancient inhabitants, to a

degree equally aftoniftiing and deplorable. I

have already, on different occafions, mentioned

the difaftrous influence under which the connec-

tion qf the Americans with the people of our

hemifphere commenced, both in the iflands, and

in feveral parts of the continent, and have

touched upon various caufes of their rapid con-

fumption. Wherever the inhabitants of Ame-

rica had refolution to take arms in defence of

their liberty and rights, many perifhed in the

ujiequal conte(l, and were cut off by their fierce

invaders. But the greateft defolation followed

after the fword was fheathed, and the conquerors

were fettled in tranquillity. It was in the illands,

and in thofe provinces of the continent which

flretch from the Gulf of Trinidad to the confines

of Mexico, that the fatal effeds of the Spanifh

dominion were firft and mofl fenfibly felt. All

thefe werq occupied either by wandering tribes

of hunters, or by fuch as had made but fmall

progrefs in cultivation and induftry. When
they were compelled by their new maflers to

take up a fixed refidence, and to apply to regular

labour ; when talks were impofed upon them

difproportioned to their ftrength, and were

exacted


