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enemy there ; by which means the General

had not only daily, but hourly intelligence

from thofc poils.

I this day received orders from the General

to attempt to cut away a boom which the

French had thrown acrofs the lake oppolite the

fort, which prevented our boats from paffing^

by, and cutting off their retreat. For the com*

plction of this order I had fixty Rangers in one

Englifli flat-bottomed boat, and two whale-

boats *", in which, after night came on, I em-
barked, 'and pafTed over to the other fide of

Lake Champlain, oppofite to the Rangers

encampment, and from that intended to ftccr

^y courfe along the eaft- (hore, and privately

faw off their boom, for which end I had taken

faws with me, the boom being made with

logs of timber.

About nine o'clock, when I had got about

halfway from the place where I had embarked,

the enemy, who had undermined their fort,

fprung their mines, which blew up with a

loud cxplofion, the enemy being all ready

to embark on board their boats, and make a

* Thcfe boats were carried acrofs the land from Lake

George to Lake Champlain, on which day the brave and

worthy Col. Townlhend was killed by a cannon ball front

the enemy, whofe fall was much lamented by the General.

retreat.
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