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from the reft of the ftraights. This neck of land,

which is femicircular, is (Irongly fortified, by the

citadel and four fmall forts, placed to the befl ad*

vantage.

A number of galleys and galliots ride in thii

delightful harbour. Thefc veffels frequently

Icruile round the idand, to proted it from the

Moors, whofc viiits are often troublefomc. The
iilaves who row them are chained to their oars^

and fleep every night on the bare benches with-

fout the flighteft covering. Every ftrokft of their

oars feems to be an exertion of their utmoft

itrength ; and in faGt the mifery they endure^ ap-

pears in every refpeft to be extreme.

After taking a general view of this city, the

Engliih deputy conful carried them to leveral

[convent^, where they were received by the nuns
with great politenefs and affability. They con-
{Verfed with them through the grate for fome
[hours, and found them not deficient in knowledge
or fprightlinefs. All pretended to be happy arid con-
tented, and declared they would not change their

convents for the mofl brilliant fituations in life.

I

However, fome of them had a foft melancholy in

[their countenances; and our tourifl is of opi-

iion> that could they have been broHght to a con-
idential t^te-^-tcte, which was impoflible, they
rould have told quite a different tale. Some of
them were extremely handfome, or at leaft ap-
)eared fo, from their fimple and modeft attire.

After amufing themfelves at the convent, they
)bferved a vaft concourfe of people on the top of
high hill, at fome di fiance from the city. They
rere told it was the celebration of a great jfefiival

[n honour of St. Francis, and worth feeing. Ac*
rordiingly they arrived jufl as the faint made his

£ 3 appearance*


