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Except for the forces still employed in con-
nection with the occupation of Germamy, prac-
tically all of our armed forces are mow home.
Demobilization of both men and women is taking
place rapidly. Every effort is being made to
ensure the orderly re-establishment of veterans
in civil life.

To complete consideration of the “Veterams
Charter” you will be asked to reconstitute the
Special Committee on Veterans Affairs.

You will also be asked to make provision for
the permanent armed forces, to the composition
of which much consideration has been given.

In our own as in other countries the demand
for housing continues greatly to exceed the
supply. Despite shortages of materials and
labour, a very large number of houses have been
constructed since V-E Day. Special effonts are
being made to expand the supply of building
materials to meet the demand for permanent
housing, and, meanwhile, to provide emergency
shelter. The Central Mortgage and Housing
Corporation has been established. Its activities
are being closely co-ordinated with those of
Wartime Housing Limited and the Veterans
Land Act Administration, with a view to having
all matters relating to the construction of
housing brought, as largely as possible, under the
administration of one minister of the Crown.

You will be asked to make provision for the
redistribution of representation in the House
of Commons.

Among other measures to which your attention
will be invited will be bills to revise and clarify
the definition of Camnadian citizenship, and to
bring the legislation respecting national status,
naturalization and immigration into conformity
with the definition of citizenship; bills to place
in statutory form a mumber of orders in council
to which it is desired to give permanent legis-
lative effect; also a mnumber of amendments to
existing statutes.

Since the close of the last session, the initial
meeting of the General Assembly of the United
Nations has been held in London. The assembly
will conclude its first session in New York in
September. The Security Council, the Economic
and Social Council, the Commission on Atomic
Energy, and the Intermational Court of Justice
have been established. Our country was rep-
resented at the General Assembly by a delega-
tion dincluding ministers of the Crown, other
members of parliament, and leading officials of
the public service. Canada was elected to the
Economic and Social Council and to the Com-
mission on Atomic Energy. A distinguished
Canadian was elected a judge of the Interna-
tional Court.

1t is the policy of my ministers to see that
the utmost support is given by Camada to the
United Nations Orgamization.

The problems of peace-making are exacting
and arduous.

Germany and Japan continue to be under
allied military control. Early in the year, a
Canadian mission was established in Berlin to
safeguard Canadian interests in Germany. Can-
ada’s interests in Japan are being watched
through Canadian membership on the Far East-
ern Commission, which recently visited Tokyo.
The commission has its headquarters in
‘Washington.

Time will be required for the drafting of the
treaties of peace. A’ conference is to be held in
Paris later in the year to comsider proposed

treaties with Italy, Finland, Hungary, Roumania
and Bulgaria, Canada will be represented at
this conference.

A meeting of the Co-ordinating Committee of
the Dominion-Provincial Conference was held in
Januarys Progress was made in the considera-
tion of proposals submitted by the dominion
and provincial governments. The committe will
meet again on April 25.

As a result of the conference, there may be
further legislative proposals.

Members of the House of Commons:

You will be asked to make financial provision
or all essential services, and for credits re-
quired to maintain export trade and a high
level of employment and national income.

\
Honourable Members of the Senate:
Members of the House of Commons:

My term of office is now almost at an end.
You have already been informed of the appoint-
ment of Field Marshal Viscount Alexander of
Tunis as my successor. Lord Alexander will
arrive in Canada early in April. As this is the
last occasion on which I shall have the honour
to address you, may I be allowed to strike a
personal note.

In 1914, T was unable to succeed His Royal
Highness the Duke of Connaught in the posi-
tion of Governor General, for the simple reason
that I was at that time a serving soldier. The
disappointment I had sustained was, however,
more than compensated for by my reappoint-
ment in 1940, strange to say, during another
world war. It was for me a great honour to
have been chosen. The intimate association
with my Prime Minister, ministers, parliament
and the people of this great country has brought
yvou all very close to the hearts of Princess Alice
and myself.

The years we have been in Canada have been
the most eventful years in world history. It
has been with profound admiration that we
have witnessed the great part Canada has had
in the preservation of world freedom, in the
relief of suffering peoples, and in helping to lay
the foundations of a new world order.

Princess Alice and I will ever recall that in
these momentous years it has been our proud
privilege to share in your anxieties and re-
joicings. Throughout our lives we shall cherish
an abiding affection for Canada and her people.

May Divine Providence continue to bless this
nation, and to guide the Parliament of Canada
in all its deliberations.

The House of Commons withdrew.

His Excellency the Governor General was
pleased to retire. .

The sitting of the Senate was resumed.

RAILWAY BILL
FIRST READING

Hon. Mr. COPP (for Hon. Mr. Robertson),
presented Bill A, an Act relating to railways.

The bill was read the first time.




