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ceeds on the lines of least resistance. It
refejrs to subjects which are many of them
flot controversial in their nature, but whicb
are just now being discussed ln the publie
press. It will be or great advantage to have
the views and opinions of botb Houses freely
expressed on tbe many Important questions
to which reference la made. My hon. friend
the leader of the opposition, in criticising
the observations mnade by the senator froin
Letbbrldge ln reference to the Autonoiny
Bis ratiier departed 1 think, froin tbe
sound sense whlch usually characterizes
bhlm. The question of whether we ought
to leave an apple of discord ln those two
Provinces was freely discussed bere last
session. 1 think the experlence whichi my
bon. friend bas bad of tbe terrible conse.
quences of the mistake of the Privy Coun-
cil ln the Manitoba case ought to be suffi-
cient to prove that we should. not leave this
Important question to be settled by a court
of law ln an action whichi any Joe Martin
might bring, in either Alberta or Sask-at-
chewan.

It was one o! the fundamental principles
cf confederation..j Bay It because I have
personal knowledge of the fact-tbat wher-
ever separate schools, wbether Protestant
or Catholic existed by law when any por-
tion of this Dominion camne Into confedera-
tion, these sebools were to be preserved.
Tiiere was an exception, bowever. No
rebool1 law had been enacted giving to Pro-
testants ln the province of Quebec those
special priviieges whlch they now enjoy.
Sir Alexander Gaît, In the session of 1866,
ca lied attention to that fact, and stated that
unIess parliament then and there made spe-
cial provision for the minority ln that prov-
frce, he would not remain ln the goveru-
ment. Sir George Cartier assured him. ho
niight: trust to the honour of the parliament
of Canada or he might trust the local legis-
lature. Sir Alexander Gaît was not satis-
led, bowever, to do so ; and he went out of
office. Now we have, as I may say, forced
on the province of Quebec the echools de-
sired by the minority. That la practically
what we did. We did not force any meas-
ure o! that kind upon Alberta or Saikat-
chewan. They had deiiberately adopted a
school law tbemselves. Wben the North-
west Territory Act was discussedl ln 1875
botb Liberals and Conservatives ln the par-

liaient of Canada said thea and there, 'we
wIll settie his question for ail turne, and
not allow any appie o! discord to exlet ln
the future.' Wbat ivas done then was donc
by unîversal consent. Every man wbo has
since settled in Vie Northwest knew Vie
conditions of Vie constitution ; but whea
thîs governaient attempted to give force
to what bad been agreed to la 1875, a howi
went up ail over Vis country f rom parties
who protested against any legislation of
tliat klnd. Finally we thought that it was
lnfiniteiy better to make a compromise, If
Vis country was to prosper and continue la
the course of united advancement and s0
we were satisfied, Viose of us who support-
ed the separate sehool Idea, with a min-
imum of privileges. The schools rwere to
be practicaliy public schools until haîf past
Virée la Vie iufternoon ; and we bave Vie
evIdence of my bon. friend who personally
visited a scbool lu the Northwest-strong
opponent though he bad been of tie pria-
cipie of separate schools-Viat he was
raVier pleased than otberwise at the prayer
oi religions Instruction which w-as given be-
tween hait past three and four o'clock. It
does seem la my Judgment to be a proteat
against Christianlty, against God hlmself,
when people say, 'we object to prayer la
the schoois ; we objeet to teacbing the chld-
ren to be devout ; ail we have to consîder
la Vis world ; we do not care about Vie
future.'

Now, to my mind we are in Vis world to
prepare for Vie next, and sureiy that man
rnust bo iost to ai sense of morality and
Clirlstianlty who says, 'I1 object to an
appeal to God to, make us a better people.'
I do thInk it Is most regrettable Viat such
an objection sbould be raised. This la a
very broad subject, and I do not propose to
foiiow It up; but it was most important Viat
no firebrand sbould be la a position in Vie
future to, ralse the question la eier of
those fair provinces of -Alberta and Saskat-
chewan. The mlnority who beileve la reli-
glous Instruction wore satisfied to, make a
compromise and to accept Vie least possible
concession, which was a hiaif-hour of reli-
glous Instruction. Sureiy tfint couid hurt
no man. The scbools were to be public
schools until half-past three and aftor Viat
religious Instruction mlght be given to Viose
who desired to recelve It. There was no


