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dustries of the country, anil I am happy
to know that one of the largest of thomr
-the lumbering trade-though I do not
say this arises from the adoption of the
National Policy-has vastly improved,
largely owing to the returning prasperity
in the Inited States, which, reflecting on
us, hasbenefitted this industry in the niost
extraordinary manner. I trust that the
pirosperity which is now enjoyed through-
out the country vill be continued and
increased in the future. B>ut the most
important question that will be submit-
ted for your consideration is that which.
relates to the construction of the Pacific
Railway, and is couched in the language
(f the succeeding sections, upon which I
will speak for a nioment or two. i8
Excellency inforis us :

"During therecess mv advisers thougiht the
htine opportune for raaking another attempt
tO carry out the declared preference of Parlia-
ment for the construction and operation ofthe Canadian Pacifie Railwvay by mecans of an
incorporated cornpany, aided by grants ofmoney and land, rather- than by the directaction of the Government."
I take it there is but one opinion
upon tie propriety of adopîting the
course recoimended in tho section which
1 have just read and the two or three
others whieh i nediately succeed it. I
believe there is a fixed determination in
the ininds of the peopfle of this country,and, I doubt not, in the minds of the
inembers of this Parliament, that, if pos-sible, the construction of this railway
hall be executed in the way indicatec4.The propriety of doing so has been con-reded not oniy hy the mtembers of one

I.rty, but by both political parties in
this country. Parliainent has adopted
resolutions embotdying that priuciple on
more than one occasion, and I am surethat you wili be glad to learnî that this

reat enterprise is to be built by an in-
o'porated compay.' It wouild be idlefor me nouw to dîiscuss the merits of auestion not 'eù 'lacel ini the hands ofhon. gentlemen .  j an myself as much

in the dark as any mîemnber of this lilouse
can possiblY Ie (outside of the Governi-
ilent) with reference to the teŽrmsii of thi.s
eutract. 1 onlv know what it isslpîposel to contin frOmI the Iublic
prints, but I should n1ot he nt 1l1 sur-
1rised if, when the contract is placed on
the table, the salient )oints of the agree-
nient for the construction of this road
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(entered inte with certain parties in
Europe, the United States and Canada)
have by some means or otherfound their
way into the public press, and that tho
main facts have been correctly stated.
However, as we are yet in doubt and
uncertainty on the subject, I do not
think it will be wise or becoming to dis-
euss ternis which have not vet been
made known officially, or to say whether
it is wise, prudent or advisable to enter
into that contract. One thing, however, I
think I may say, and, I believe, lion. gein-
tlemen, you will entirely concur with nie,
that whatever number of millions of'
acres of lands, whatever number of mii-
lions of dollars in money, iay be granted
to any incorporated comipvmy as a sub-
sidy to aid in the constrwution of this
great public undertaking, Parliament
will see to it tliat such safeguards sur-
round this contract,.and such 'guarantees
shall be given for its performance, thar,
by no possibility shall it return into
the bands of lhe (overnmilent ineol-
pleted ; or, if comnpleted, that the
parties shall ltitlfilly adhere to irs
teris and operate it for the time luring
which, under that contract, they have
agreed sa to do. I believe that we can
have but one feeling with reference to
that point. Having considerel the
principles laid down for the construction
of this work-and I believe scarcely
anyone will be founi to object to theni
-Parliament will see to it that ail pe-
cessary precautions shall be taken; to
insure the faithful fulfilment f the con-
tract by those who have undertaken to
construct this gigantie work. I aim
happy to kn1 ow, and this Iouse will also
be glad to know, thiat the parties whLo
are repor ted to have entered into this
contract are not only residents of tlie
Dominion, but also of the United States
and the Continent of Europe, aud I pre-
sume by the use of the words " finan-
cial standing iii Eihur ope " we are to infer
that gentlemen of high financial charac-
ter in England and France, and Ierhaps
Gerimanv and Belgiuîm, bave become
parties to this great contract, an1(d that
laving brouglt then into it- havirg
made them parties to it--we shail have
organized by those who have undlertak-
en to buidl this important vork,
a svsten of immigration into the
North-West Territories, whieh will
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