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Canada cannot and will not survive in a climate of tribalism
or of attempting to push certain groups to those dark corners,
to those margins. This initiative today is not and cannot be only
about history. It cannot be restricted or limited in debating only
the English and French reality in the country.

This debate has also to be about our present and about our
tomorrows. We must be inclusive and talk about today and a
future that includes the French and the English facts that gave
rise to the country. We must also embrace without reservation,
without qualification the reality of the aboriginal people in
Canada and the millions of Canadians whose origins span the
globe.

It is only when we speak of these four pillars, the French, the
English, the aboriginals and the Canadians who have adopted
this country as theirs, does it give full expression to Canada.
Only then will'it be inclusive and only then can Canada be
entirely whole.

Let me be very clear to those across the way who would want
to dance neatly through the politics of exclusion by attempting
to shrug off too many statements that were nothing more than
veiled ethnic slurs, slurs that really try to appeal to people’s
darker sides and lowest instincts. It was not only a case of pure
campaign gimmickry to alienate and marginalize individuals in
the province of Quebec; it continues today, after the referendum
was fought and won by Canada.

It continued this week when elements of that separatist
movement suggested ethnic communities in Quebec were en-
emies of Quebec. It was articulated by Pierre Bourgault, who
had the audacity and the courage to suggest that those Greeks,
Italians and Jews were racist because they voted for Canada.

The separatists across the way and those beside them who
participate in the politics of division would want to stratify our
province of Quebec, our nation of Canada into different classes
of people. They would want us to talk about them and us.
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I find it exceedingly ironic that the separatists would try to
chide, castigate and humiliate those communities which in large
numbers have always supported the quest for the French Cana-
dian identity in Quebec and across the country, those which
largely have always supported the quest for that French Cana-
dian language not only to be preserved and protected but to be
enhanced, those which in the late sixties and early seventies
supported the battle for bilingualism which Mr. Trudeau and the
current Prime Minister fought tooth and nail for.

They did so willingly. They did so because they believed in
that, because it defined what Quebec in Canada is and should be
about. They also did so because they identified with that kind of
quest for themselves, which is also part of Quebec and part of
Canada.

We have the maturity and the foresight in this country such
that when immigrants come through our airports we do not ask
them to check their cultural baggage at Revenue Canada,
Canada Customs and Immigration Canada. We say they are no
less Canadian for believing in who they had been for the past 30
years or in the forces that shaped them in Europe, in Africa, in
South America.

Now because those ethnic communities, as they are referred
to, have the temerity to choose Canada, they are ridiculed. It is
the separatists who are wrong because there does not have to be a
choice. Those members in the Canadian family labelled ethnic
want both and can have both because the two concepts are
compatible. One can be fiercely loyal to Canada and our flag
while at the same time aggressively promoting that which is the
very essence of Quebec or our other provinces and territories.

That is their mistake, that they push for that either/or, when in
fact those members of the Canadian family labelled as ethnic
have always supported both, the search for the French Canadian
identity and the eloquence of being a member of the Canadian
family, the best membership the world knows.

When we cast our minds back to October 27 on the streets of
Montreal, there were also immigrants at that rally. There were
ethics at that rally. There were people whose skin tone was
different from ours and there were people whose mother tongue
was different from ours. However, we should never forget, let
alone castigate them, that they were there because they too love
Canada and Quebec, because they too helped build Canada and
Quebec and because this is not just our home; this is also Quebec
and Canada, their home.

The government will never play that ugly game of exclusion
because that is a game that quite frankly breeds racism, hate and
division. If we were to go down that dark ally which some want
us to travel it truly would be the beginning of the end, without
exaggerating.

All we have to do is notice on our television screens every
night the kinds of wars and division this so—called world of ours
is engaged in. If we think of the root causes which regrettably
give life to the kinds of acts of one against the other, it is always
found in the very divisions these statements would have us
propelled into, the game of exclusion that does breed racism,
hate and division between brothers and sisters.

We also know or should know in our souls that unity is
certainly not exclusively built around constitutional amend-
ments, constitutional discussions or constitutional conferences.
I think Canadians know this very well. It is much more than that.
Constitutions do not necessarily build countries. Constitutions
do not necessarily give countries greatness. Constitutions do not
necessarily provide countries with momentum. People do.



