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Adjournment Debate

I would like to begin by addressing the first two issues. The
hon. member received an excellent answer from the Prime
Minister when he asked the question on March 28. The Prime
Minister in his reply said: "It might be a good occasion for the
ministerial delegation to raise the issue of human rights with the
govemment when it is there". He also said: "Perhaps one way is
to cancel the delegation or the other way is to send the delega-
tion with a mandate to talk about it".

It is interesting what the member does when he sees human
rights violations. He hops a plane and gets out there, whether it
is the Middle East, China, Africa. He makes the headlines. He is
the champion of fighting human rights violations. I compliment
him for it.

In this case, for other Canadians, he says: "Don't go there. It's
okay for me to go there, but don't go there. You Canadians stay
home; don't go there". I think the hon. member would agree
with me that the best way to address these human rights
violations with Turkey is to go and present it to them face to
face.

We have continually made representations to the Turkish
govemment through our ambassador in Ottawa, through the
embassy in Ankara. As far back as last June the Minister of
Foreign Affairs raised the issue with his then Turkish counter-
part, Mr. Çetin, who is now the Deputy Prime Minister of
Turkey.

I am sure these kind of direct interventions, face to face
interventions, go a long way. Boycotting that country and not
talking to them is not going to give them the message. We have
to get there and approach them eyeball to eyeball on this
situation. That addresses the first two issues.

As far as the sale of the CF-5s is concerned, again I do not
know why the member is making such a fuss over the issue. Just
after question period today I asked the Minister of Foreign
Affairs about this. There is no sale of CF-5s to Turkey. That is as
recent as today. I hope the hon. member will pass that on to his
constituents and to other Canadians. Yes, we have surplus
planes. Yes, countries are interested in purchasing them. The
price is a little lower because they are surplus and used. As of
today, there is no sale of CF-5s to Turkey.

I thank the hon. member for his intervention, but I hope he
will not be hypocritical-

The Deputy Speaker: Your time has expired.

[Translation]

IMMIGRATION

Mr. Osvaldo Nunez (Bourassa, BQ): Mr. Speaker, yester-
day, I asked a question to the Minister of Citizenship and
Immigration regarding the deportation of a family of Romanian
refugees, Carmen and Alexandru Dima and their daughters
Simona and Diana.

Once again, the minister refused to intervene in this issue, and
showed a blatant lack of sensitivity, humanism and compassion.

The public, as well as the groups and the individuals who
supported that family, were frustrated and shocked by the
minister and the government's refusal to use discretionary
power in this case. The Dima family arrived in Quebec on
February 27, 1992, and immediately claimed refugee status. To
everyone's surprise, the IRB and the minister rejected all the
representations made.

The Dima family was very well integrated to the community.
Mrs. Dima, who was a teacher in Romania, worked as a
volunteer at the Notre-Dame-de-Grâce school. She was prom-
ised a job with the Montreal catholic school board. Her husband,
a computer technician, received a job offer from Avtech compa-
ny, in Dorval.

One daughter, Simona, got 97 per cent in French and is in a
class for advanced or gifted students at the Saint-Luc high
school. As for Diana, she goes to Notre-Dame-de-Grâce and
only speaks French. The family also has relatives in Montreal. I
saw the Dimas cry on television before their deportation, and I
was very moved by that drama.

I want to congratulate the Quebec minister of Immigration,
Mr. Bemard Landry, who promised to deal quickly, and with
compassion, with the immigrant applications which will be
submitted at the Canadian consulate, in New York. This is
another example of the open-mindedness of the Quebec govern-
ment towards immigrants and refugees. Quebec is truly an
exceptional land of adoption.

I want to mention the solidarity expressed by ordinary citi-
zens, parishioners from the Notre-Dame-de-Grâce church,
reverend Femand Patry, teachers and students from the two
above-mentioned schools, as well as by the Brothers of Chris-
tian Schools, who will look after the family in Plattsburgh.

The minister, who is afraid of the Reform Party, and who is
becoming increasingly hard on immigrants and refugees, should
take into account these spontaneous expressions of human
solidarity by the public. I do hope that he will take the necessary
measures to expedite the processing of the immigrant applica-
tions of that family, as regards the elements which fall under
federal jurisdiction.

I am convinced that Quebec and Canadian society will benefit
from the contribution of the Dima family. I am the last speaker
and I want to take this opportunity to wish you, Mr. Speaker, as
well as all the members of this House, a Happy Easter.

[English]

Ms. Jean Augustine (Parliamentary Secretary to Prime
Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, I thank the hon. member for the
question to the hon. minister and for his concern for the Dima
family.

I would like to inform him that the family has co-operated
with immigration officials by returning to the United States
where they can apply through the normal channels. The Quebec
government has indicated that it will interview the family when
they apply from outside Canada.

April 6, 199511646 COMMONS DEBATES


