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There are some trutbs in connection witb
public affairs which I sbould like to, mention.
As I have always said, I have always be]ieved
in the maxim that if you tell the people the
truth and trust them, they will trust you.
Neyer he afraid to tell the pubhlie that you
have made a mistake, because the public
back in the constituencies do nlot expect their
leaders to, be gods. I would commend that
trutb f0 some of the youniger members who
have corne into the bouse and have done very
we]l.

As I was saying the other nigbt at a com-
mencement in a large collegiate institute, some
of the graduates wilI sooner or later be tread-
ing tbe tborny path of public life; tbey sbould
pay strict attention to what their constituents
say, and nofbing that anybody says should
prevent tbem from doing wbat tbey tbemselves
tbink is right. After ail is said and done, the
greateat crime in bistory was committed by
one wbo thought hie was doing wbat was right,
and bad public support for if, namely, Pontius
Pilate. It is not cleverness which is lacking
in this bouse and in the constituencies, or in
our leaders in ail countries; it is an inde-
pendence of character wbich is lacking in tbem.
As the late Edmund Burke said when he laid
down tbe duties and functions of a member
of parliament to his constituents away back
at the time of the American revolutionary
war: to be a good member of parliament is
not an easy task. He laid down the general
principie that a member of parliament owes
a duty nlot only to the constituency whicb he
represents but to the country at large.

Coming f0 the reconversion, question, I have
been very mucb dissatisfied with fie way in
whicb large and small business bias been liam-
strung. I admit that the control systemn is a
very hard' thing to get rid of, because once
a controller, always a controller. H1e thinks
hie is indispensable. H1e thinks fie country
cannot get on without him, and hie is over the
whoie civil service. Price control, unless unifled
with wagýe control, is no control at ail and
means inflation. Since the war ciosed, the
board lias bc-en seeking to control almost every
wailk of life and almost every comnmodity over
parliament's bead and witbout any respon-
sibie action by a minister of the crown
attempting f0 check or regulate if. The minis-
ters neyer even see the speeches. These officiais;
just issue them over the heads of the ministers.
In answer to a question I asked of one
minister as to wbether hie bad any control
over them, or did be, see the proposed mensure,
be said, no; he had just receivedi general
instructions about if. In that way these con-
trollers have fie advantage of the dead band
of the treasury because the treasury is more

or iess inactive in, fiat connection; and, wben
if exisfs, it is only an academic non-existence.

Since tbe war elosedi, tbe board bas ham-
strung almost every privaf e business. If you
go into a small retail store or go into a iaroeer
departmental store you will find that they are
continually being asked by their customers,
where and when are we going to get rid of
fhis system? It is a tragedy tbat nobody
can conduct bis business in the manner wbich
be should be able to do, fromn tbe commercial
aspect, because of the large number of infor-
mation reports which he has to make froni
time to time, which is somefling whicb is
giving a beadache to nearly aIl those operating
large and smaîl businesses and to deparfmental
managers in the big stores. I hope something
will be done f0 eliminate tbis as soon as pos-
sible, hecause the board's actions threaten our
system and Canada's prosperity in reconver-
sion. Many of these officiais who have charge
of thîs control system have neyer been trained
in trade or commerce. Tbey almost have tbe
dead hand of fie treasury on ail kinds of
business.

Do flot forget this: there is a great deal of
materiai decay in Canada. Canada is going
to face some bard times in the days to corne.
We bave squandered our natuiral resources at,
a rapid pace. We have given our best asbestos
away in the raw state to the United States,
and othoer metals. Asbestos finds work there
foi' 36.000 bands. The resuit is that a largýe
number of young people who wiil graduate
this spring from the universifies of Canada
bave alreadiv decided to depart and go f0 the
United States to, find work at better pay antI
less taxes. 1 have opposed this in and ouf of
the boeuse from time to time. As I said away
baek on, the first dlay we met bore in this
chamber in a similar deba-te, there is an in-
sistent demand ail ni er the country that the
goverrament sbouid make sorne deelaration nf
policy regarding control bodies anti bureau-
cratie exjienditures which are being made ov er
the head of parliament. At the present tirne
there is virtuaiiv no control. Ail kinds of
bodies are spending a, great deal of m-oney
ovecr the lbead of parliament. Every principle
for w'hieb flic British nation struggied in t be
oid iand since flic seventcentb centurv bias
beý-en surrcn(lCred to the political cauceuses.
Parliament itseif, wbicbi came into being to
ensure that taxes shail be votud only by thnse
iflo bave to pay thet bias become fie institu-
tion througb wvhicbi thoýze who do net pay
tbcm impose them on others.

1 wish to empliasize f0 the house that the
pnwers of legisiation, even older than the
rigbt, of taxpayers to determine the national


